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BETWEEN 
- The two viſible divided ParrT1 ES. 
Wherein 1s enquired, | I _ *, 


. What Peace is here intended. 
- Who the Parites are that differ. 
3. Wherein the Difference conjiſts, 
4. How they fell ont, | 
5. Wherein they ought to agree. 4 
6. How they may be perſn waded unto Peace. | 4 
7.B Po nhat means Reconciliation may be made between thing, | 


"TT 
———— 


How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring glad tidings of good things, Rom. ro. 15, 
Bleſſed 94 the Peace-makers for they ſhall becalled the Sons of God, 
; Math. $. 9. 
And, Behold what maner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
we ſhould be called the Sons of God, 1 Fohn3.1. ? 
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By 1reneue Philadelphus phatedeepms, 'Presbyter and 


pF - Profeſſor of the more ancient Dodtrine, | 
: My LONDON, Printed by T.F. for Nath, Brooks 5 EA I 


” - _ = 
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Godly Learned READER. 


fileat, when he' hears his Parents chiding, much 
leſs to be (o diſobedient 35 to provoke them with 
SOXeATES , Tv Zarliman, O well done $ ocrates 1 well Gaid 
Xantippe | When the dumb Son of Creſw, ſaw one 
ready to kill his Father, the indignity of the fat made 
him ſpeak, and ſay, 1 x/ſtire xe977o7, kill not Creſws, And 
indeed what ingenwow ſon of the Church can ſee the 
Reverend fathers of it, and "the Presbyters, whoſe love 
ſhould be as conjugal, to maintain not onely a domeſti- 
cal and friendly chiding , but cven open enmity and 
ſtrife, (o that they break our into- ſides, and parties, 
and are even at daggers drawing, (as we ſay) what child 
can ſee this misbeſceming contention, but he muſt ſtep 
in and part the fray, he muſt ſpeak a word of pacifics- 
tion and rlconciliation between them £ For although 
Solow would not that any ſhould be Newters, when the 
City isrent by ſchiſm, yer he forbids not endeayour 
of any tomeke peace, ff  , © 22 
' Or if he or any other ſhould ſo ewvy the bleſſing of 
peace unto a divided people, ſure Iam, a wiſer then he, 


A hath 


T: is not the duty of a genuine childe to be ſtill and 


— —_ - 


hath ſaid Lſſetare Rhea Dcbge hey ſhall 
ath ſaid, Bleſſed are the peace-qpakers, for they ſhallbe 
| calledthe Sons of God, | is 3 
When rherefofe I ſaw two parties whagwoughic to be 
moſt dcar one to other, ſtanding ar defiance one againſt 


the other, and no i»terceſſor, no mediator of their tribe | 


between them , I was"conftrained to undertake this 
Task, Which-indecd is a bufinefS worthy che labour, 
of one far more able then my ſelf. Yer hath no man im- 
ſed this work upon me; nor had I any other motive, 
Gn the love of the God of ws pine: eh who is the 
love it ſelf, the common love to mankinde, the love 
to my corntrey too lately rent and corn by civil wars, up- 
on'the ſame occaſion , my love unto my dear Mother 
the Church of God. Sothatit is purely a work and la- 
bour of love, which accordingly I deſire, may be 1o- 
vingly accepted. 
I know, it will be queſtioned, who hath made this 
'bold attempt to interpoſe himſelf as an #wpire between 
two ſo potent adverſaries ? I was awarc of that, as well 
knowing, that he who perrs 4 fray., oftentimes bears 
blowes from both ſides. And what account do partial 
wen make of ſuch ? They eſteem them as nenters and 
lake-warm perſons. And therefore ſuch have great 
need to be (upported and encouraged by the God of 
peace and love, | | = FTP 
Moſes had cxperience of this when he went about 
to meke peace between his brethren, Exod 2.13. who 
wade thee 4 Prince anda Tudgeoverws? And what 
aſpcrſions ſuffered the Apoftles and Ambaſſaders of 
peace, and , how contrary to. their proteſſion and 
praRiſe 5 That. they were diſturbers of 1he compo! 


ike ſlangers W he 


ace , deceivers., enemies is Government, and manyf 
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with men, ia this buſineſs, becaufe we ſec how 
f| the bond of perfedneſs is tied, how weak, how bri 


| dear, how familiar ſocver they ſeemto be,if al 
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THE PREFACE. 

When St. Peter went about to break down the Patt. 
tion-wall of Jewiſh ceremonies,and ſo to make peace be- 
tween Fewes and Gentiles, he was accuſed of icas 
great crime, and put to his 4pelogy, Ads rt. And 
when St. Pawl went about to promore the ſame bu/i- 
neſs , what oppoſition found he both from Fewes and 
Gentiles ; Scourged, ftoned, impriſoned, ay, revus- 
led , perſecuted , acconnted unworthy to live npon the 
earth, Yea, Chriſt higaſelf rhe peace it ſelf and true 

peace-maker, what contradiction of ſinners did be ſuffer 
againſt himfelf,tor the very ſame work in the emi 
of it? Wherctore #t « exough for the diſciple that he. 
be as his maſter, and the ſervant as bis Lord, Nor dol. 
fearis ſpendor to be ſpent for the advancement of [0 
greatawork. 
Howbcit that mine endeavours might the rather 
proſper, I have concealed my «me, as well knowing, 
that men are wont to make a Gad or 4devitof a mans. 
meme, If ſuch orſucha precione mas ſpeak this or that, 
it's reccived as an oracle fromGod, if the fame thing 


be ſpoken by one decryed as up oſed heterodax and 
2 


erroneons , it's eſteemed by t 
erronr, | W 
I defire therefore, that the judicious Reader, will 
rather have regard to the ſubject and matter before 
him , Then trouble himſelf with enquiring whence it 
Comes. 


But trucly there is fo much the leſs hope of prevailing * 


me mcn a deamnaeble 


is everiamong Profeſſors of Religion, how 
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THE PREFACE. 
or gain accrew to' ſome one or other , whereof all 
were capable , preſently: exwvy and ſtrife ariſerh,, de- 
traction and evil ſpeaking. As you have ſeen a com- 
any of dogs playing together, (it's a reſemblance be- 
Cenod ſuch c»r7iſh friendſhip, ) you would think r}.ey 
loved one another extremely, caſt buta bonc among 
them, they are preſently rogether by the ears. Es. 
+ And becauſe moſt men 'are of Themiflocles minde, 
they love tro hear themſelveggwell ſpoken of , andot 
Sails popularity, they would bEhonered before the mul- 
titsde , therefore they make 4 tacire Covenant among. 
themſelves, vo way to diſquiet or moleſt one another in 
their ſins, As if the angry man ſhould agrec with the' 
drunkard ,, upbraid net me with my:peeviſhneſs - and. 
Ile not trouble rhec with thy ripling. Spare me, ſaith 
the coveteous man to the provwd, meddle not withmy 
coveteouſneſs, and I'le take no notice of thy pride. Say. 
nothing of my revengfulneſs, ſaith the vindicative man, 
and I'le not moleſt thee-with thine incontinency, &c. 
ſuch Covenants as theſe {ſeldom or never come avove 
bord, but are contraed by.mutual and 14cite conſent 
becanſe moſt-men extremely love:themſclves,, rt er 
* eaſc and ſecurity in the flcth;, And while theſe contracts, 
laſt, all the:devils goods 4re 3» peace, his wrath, his in- 
remperancy,his pride. his coveteoufneſs, his unclcaneſs, 
his revengefulneſs, andall rhe reſt. me 
So that what ever pretence of 7elsgions tyes there 
may beamong theſe men, theſe are no other then the 
 bynas of iniquity. For the true ove and peace is found- 
Sy; as St. James teacheth, chip. 3. Andiit, 
Mer@would not-be ſuch mutual connivenceat one, 
es fins, but a rebaking of ovr brother ,, otherwiſe, 
| all- 
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» THE: PREFACE: # 
all this pretence of /ove is indeed no other then hagred, X 
according to the Lords own reaſoning, Levit.1g.” 
Yea, among thoſe who ſeem tq hold the bond of per- 
feaneſ» moreinviolably, how remiſsly and negligently 
is peace maintained ? A crols word, alittle difre (pe, 
ſome ſmall detrimeng and loſs it ravels all that love an4 = 
peace, which had long time been knitting together : Bur 
an Opinion-that like Samſons foxes, * it:ſets all on fire, 
and ſcatters them like Babel, Anda little breach mat es 
a | hy AP rupture,and diviſion; 'Solormen tells us, that 
the beginning of ſtrife i as the letting forth of waters, 


Pro. 17. 14. but he faith not what the exd will be, 


Whercas indeed the people of God who are: firmely 
bound in the bond of perfetneſs, arc like the more ſub- 
tiland purer creatures, like the more, ſpiritual natures ; 
as when the Sun-beames are Civided, they immediate- 
| Iy unite themſelves together againg fo doth the air and 
water, ſaith the wiſe man : much more do the ſaints of. . 
God, who are of a ſpiritual and heavealy nature, if 
there fall out any unhappy 4ivifion among them, they 
units themſelves preſenily rogetker again in the. perfect 
88d. 1: Ga 

And'this people of God invite all mento partake 
with them, and to be joyned with them in the ſame 
bond, as St. F6..2, inthe name of them ally ſaith, That 
which we have ſeen und heard, d:clare meuntso y o#, that 
90u alſo may have F: Jowjbip with us, And truely our 
fellowſhip « with the Father and with hs Son Feſus 
Chriff, 1 John1.3. | | 

But ſuch is the bewitching of #arightegsſneſs, ſaith 
Solomon, and ſuch a;calonſte upon cyery motion made 
thas way, though 1he moſt excellent. may., that it is 
| very 
: . 
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TT THE PREFACE. * 
my enterr2ined by any , unleſs 
well the perſon whence # comes, and that he is 
own fide, 
- Howbeit, in other matters men are not ſo pyrrial 
and curiouss' As were you in danger of wreck ar ſes, 
* or your houſe wee on fire (which God forbid) an 
ſome one came out of good will ro kelp you, would 
you.tefuſe his help, unleſs you knew of what Religion 
he were © Or ſuppoſe ſome perſon of great quality 
were dangerouſly fick, and the Colledge of Phyfiri- 
ans were adviſed withal, would s ſoveraign remedy 
be reje&ed, becauſe offered by the hand of a plain 
fmple man, unleſs you knew of whoſe Church he were, * 
- and what his judgement was concerning predeſtination, 
eletFion and reprobation ? Cercainly that very render 
of love in yourdiftreſs might prove him a good may, 
at leaſt to yon, what ever his Relzgion were : 'cis 
ble a man may be a very good Chriftian, yet 
| of none of the viſible Religions in the worlds Nor arc 
you wont to negleR 2 good commodity at a ſmall price, 
chough profered by a Few or a Mahwneten, Now, are 
there not many at this day who concerning faith have 
ſuffered ſhipwrack, making a naked belief 4# their Re- 
ligion « whence it comes to paſs, that ow burns 
like 4 fire, Taiahs, Yea, do not many inſtcad of the 
fear and love of God, aud keeping bu commandments, 
Continue dating (or rather fice or mad, veils) about 
queſtions and contentions about words, whereof cometh | 
envy, firife, railings, [ or blaſphemies)] evil ſurmiſel, 
[or ſuſpicions] perverſe diſpurings ff men of corrupt 
mindes, and deffitare of the truth, ſuppoſing that gain 
* godiineſs ? And although the precious —_—_ = 
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_- FTNE PREFACE. h, 
God be manifeſtly revealed unto them ,, yet do they 
utterly refuſe to be holpen, except by ſome of their 
own party. I thought ir thereſore moſt ſafe for my 
ſelf, and more conducing unto theſe mens informa- 
tjon'ro appexr ro them under a diſguiſe, rthar ] might 
deceive theminto « better mine. ” So 
Bur fince His Majeſty in His moſt moderate: Decia- 
#ation hath now condeſcended fo low as may @nſift 
with His Awthority and Prerogative, and uſed all real 

 Inducements unto peace 7nd wwity, what farther means 

4 is left for the reſtoring of this Church and Kingdom, 

disj ymea, yea, broken and ſcattered like the dry bones 

which EZekielfaw, EJek, 37. whar means is left for | 
the bringing themto Hfe again, but the indeavors of 
wiſe, pious, and ck = their HE — 
els, and 5; nch moaerete men the Kingdom 
Nw, erle Church alſo.” FARES" 5 & 
And what means did the Lord command EFekiet 

"tO uſe, but propheſying tothedry bones, and prophe- 
ſying 10 the windes for 4 breath upon them? There is 
ſome hope therefore of reſtauration left, ſince the Lord 
commands EFektzet ca propheſie ts the dry bones, and : ou 
fay unto them, Hear the word of ths Lord, © | | | 
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O that the-wiſe , pious, - and moderate men-2c- 
cording to the ffrength of God inthem (that's EJekjel) 
would drop their word upsn theſe dry bones [Grta? '4 
they would pray to the father of ſpirits , that he would AH 
vouchſate rhem the ſpirit of life , and the ſpirit of mo- \\ 
deration, that every bone may know its place, and come "_ 
unto its bone , that there may bea mutnal yielding ac- $4 
cording to the ——__ of every part, thatfoall = == 
may become one Way, as the elements cannot become 


one 
i 


Cant. I 4: 


- ghoſt. O that this were- come to pals. in every one of 
our ſouls, - Fotony E OR 


— - 


_ THE PREFACE. 

one body, while their qualities arc in their ixte»ſe, but in 
their remiſs degrees, and tempered one by other, 

 Unrill this be done, what anguiſh , what dolour and 
pain diſquiets and torments the whole body ! Burt when 
every one knowes hi place and moves init,as he ought, 
with delight , what a change will then follow £ What 
leſs then even life from the dead 2. Then ſhall the whole 
Chursh riſe up, tanquan acies ordinata, as an army, with 
banners , and rhe great 64x»»er over «#{ ſhall be love. 
Then ſhall judgement, righteouſucſs and peace be ſet up 


in the earth , judgement ſhall run down like water, and 


righteouſneſs like amighty ſtream , and abundanceaf 


peace ſo long as the moon exdureth. They ſhall there 
be no more ſtrife who ſhould be the greateft, or who 
ſhould rule others, bur all ſhall-yield unto the.Lord 
bis Kingdowe in righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the holy 
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7 Or, A Treatiſe of - 
BETWEEN 


The two viſible divided ParTIES. 


Hen' a Scare-fire is ence broken forth, and 
| ſpreads ir ſelf, waftes and devours, and endan- 
gers all the Neighbor-hood,. ic is not then due 


© timero enquire how tc began, or who kindled 
Ir; but 1t concerns every one then to pur ro, his hand and helpto 
quench it: Nor will I now enquire how our fire of d'ſ[extion was 
kindled among us , -6r who Was the Bewrefew and Aurhor of our 
Combuſtions. For beſide rhar, ſuch inquificion would be unſea- 
ſonable, ſhould we flir the Embers wherein the Coals of burning - 
Zea{ lie glowing, there might be danger avaGomupe'y of provo- 
king and blewing up rhe like flames of contention. Onely thus 
much we may ſay in general with the Wiſe So/owen, that onely 
from pride, comes contention. And ſcorgful proud men bur» 
upthe City, but wiſe men turn away wrath (as the LXX turn | | 
Preverbs 29. 8.) Saul perſecuring David; troubled the Land, S-*7 
1 Sam. 14.29. And another Saul like him, perſecured Chritt, 
Atts 9g. They borh figure the arrogancy of ſelf-ſccking men 
(rhar's Saw!) who envy the reign of the true David, the love of 
God and our Neighbor. Every hot-headed fool can blow the 
coals of Difſention, bur moderate and underſtanding men one- 
 {y, men of an excellenc ſpirir, or (as ir is in the Hebrew, Pres. 
17. 27.) mengf 4 cool ſpirer, can quench that fire. 
. And chis I ſhall endeavor by the help of God, atthis time ; 
Az And 


# 


Eg 


| | (4 } | | 

And 'cis high time, when the ſparks of this fools-flre flee abroad 
inthe dark among the ignorant people , in Pamphlers and ſcur- 
rilous Libels, 1n Tavern and Ale-houfe meetings, in por-valor, 
in fiding and encouraging either other his reſpeQive party, In - 
_ deriding and jeering, in derrating and ſlandring, in rayling and . 

inveightng , 1t concerns thee, and-me, and every one who pro- 
feſs obedience to rhe Goſpel of Peace, to pur to his helping 
hand, and co pluck his brother our of the fire. 
Thar this may be done, and Peace and Reconciliation made 

between Parties at ſo great a diſtance, we mult enquire, Þ- 
' 1. What Peace 1s here intexded. 

2. Who the P arties are that differ. 

3. Wherein the Difference between them, conſiſts. 
. 4. How they fellow. 

5. Wherem they o__ 18 agree. 

6. How they may be perſwaded unto Peace. 

7. By what means Reconciliation may be made. 


I. What Peace is here intended? Surely not all that is called by 
that name. That name is ©/g#1n Tape m «5 &'y egy, from knitting 
rogether in ove: ſo that Peace in general is an Union or Agree- 
ment: But there 1s a baſtard kinde of Peace, which: may confi 
wich fin and iniquity , ſuch as ungodly men maincain among 
themſelves, who mean while are enemies to the true Peace. 
Such is that whereof Jeremy ſpeaks, Fer. 6. 14. where the Pro- 
pher deciphers ſuch a condicion as we ſhall finde ordinarily in 
the world ; a mutual humering and pleaſing one another,and pro- 
curing one to other eaſe and quietneſs in the fleſh ; A Peace 
endeavored and purſued by all men, and wich all men. And for 
the greater confirmation of that Peace, the Prieſts and Prophets 
of rhar rime had learnt co fing Placebo, (and would God they 
ſung nor tothe ſame rune in our time) they complied with car- 
. nal men for the promoting of their own and others temporal 

advantages, for the obtaining their corrupt incereſts, gaining for 
themſelves and others Eaſe, pleaſure, profit, credir and reputa- 
tion in the world ; whereas indeed this 1s no Lrue prace , - 2 
more fleſhly ſecrrity. For ſo the Prophet deſcribes ic , From the 


loaft 


leaſt of them, twen to the greateſt of thew , evtry due #4 givento ed= 
werouſneſs ; from the Prophet even to the Prieſt , every one dealeth 
falſly : They have healed alſo the hurt of the daughter of my people 
ſlightly, ſaying , Peace, peace , when there u yo peace. Chrift 
came not roiend ſuch a Peace upon the carth : Nibil bent eft in 
wnitate, mſi wnitas ſit in bono, Therels no good in Unity , unleſs 
unity be in Goodneſs. _ The crue Chriſtian peace , the peace we 
would promote, is j0yned with R:ghreonſneſs, Pſal. 85 14. with 
Holineſs, Hebr. 12. 14- With Truth, Zach. 8. 16. wich Foy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, Rom.14-17. Sucha Peace may be.deſcrided 7 ran- 
quilitas Ordins, a Tranquillicy of Order ; or, OrdinaF&concor- 
dia, an Orderly Agreement of men one wich other. For where 
there's no srder, there's co: fuſion, where there's confuſion, there's 
difturbance and breach of peace. Where there is firife and con- . 
cention (which 1s oppoſite unto peace) there 15 confuſion and eve- 
r7 evil work, ſaith the ApoRtle, James 3.16. Therefore confwſion 
and peace arc oppolite one-to other, 1 Cor, 14. 33. God net 
the God of confuſion, but of peace , as un all the Churches of the 
Samts. | p16 ;* 5m | 
Peace therefore conſiſting in Order, it involves a relation (to 
another, and ſo is #'x Tov aggs 71, a Relative , and in reference 
unto another , whether chat other be our own conſcience, when 
the war of our affe&ions andluſts fighting againſt the ſoul, is 
ended ; for ſo the effec of righteouſneſs is peace, Eſay 32; iy: - 
Or (which differs nor really, buc onely formally from the former) 
whether char other be God himſelf ; for /o being made righteous 
by faith, we have peace with Geog, Rom. 5.1. Or, whecher chat 
other, be all other men beſides our ſelves. And this is the 
peace eſpecially which we ſhould all endeavor.to follow ; which 
yer ſuppoſerh the two former, peace of Conſcience, and peace | 
wich God, which is che foundarion of all rue pegce with men. = 
For (0 the Saints are filled with this yeace by believing, Romans 
L5.13. | | 
5 har we may the better underſtand this our duty , we muſt 
know, that this Peace, Union, and Agreemewt, hath Leve/for the 
Roor of ic. Waich being two-fold, eirher Complacentic,, of Be- 
vevolentie, either that whereby we love and ep, qu1A 
FIT 


*® 


(6) 

bor, becauſe heis already good , and ſo we love his vertues 
and lovely qualicies ; or elſe char love whe ewith we affe& an- 
orher, #r ſit bon, rhough he be bad for che preſent, thar he may 
be 900d, and ſo we love his perion, nn his 11] qualities an1 con- 
ditions. And rothgſe rwowe may adde a third kinde of Love, 
Complacentie &f Benevolentie ſimmul ,-as nhen we love one who 
hach ſome good beginnings of g>od wrought in him. According 
tothe firtt kinde of Love, holy men of Go1 love their like, t1:ch 
as are Saints and holy men. Thus the Sainrs are called g/av, 
friends, 3 Johnv.1t4. And their love is ſuch a bond of perfect» 
neſs, or ſach a perfect bonJ, ashe Apolile calls 1r, Col. 3. 14. 
thac ir knits all che holy ones of God together all che world 
over: According to the ſecond kinde of love, .a good man may 
love his ill neighbor, and by his [ove , win upon him and make 
him lovely. According ro the third , a good father loves his 
rowardly childe , chat he may grow in grace, and the laudable 
beauty of an holy life , and ſo become in perion and qualities 
every way lovely. | : 

Anſwerable hereunto, Peace which proceeds from Leve, muſt 
be proportioned and exrended unro men: whereof, becauie ſome 
are 200d, holy, gracious and vertuous, an may be truly called 
Chriſtians; Others evil, unholy, unrighteous, and untoward, 
and though called, yer indeed falſly called Chriftians, becauſe 
they have nor that bife which ſhould make them cruly ſuch. O- 
thers there are ina middle way between bo:h : with all theſe 
we mutt mainrain an ourward peace , but differen:ly ; thoreugh 
and perfec} wich che firlt ſort ; with thoſe we mult maintain en- 
tire peace, Which proceeds from the firlt k ne of love, rhe Love 
of complacexcy. «With the ſecond we mult exerciſe entire peace 
alſo, bur nor ſo thorough, ſeperfe, and intimate as with rhe 
firſt, but ſuch onely as they are capable of , becauſe this peace 
proceeds onely from the ſecond kinde of love, the love of Bene- 
volence or beunty. With the thirdalſo we muſt maintain peace, 
ſuch as they are capable of, a mixt kinde of peace, remper'd with 
thar which they call nor /;s, but wrg wn, a friendly and loving 
frife and contention , thar they may be therough-lovely, and 
<apable of cncire and thorough peace. 


As 
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As for the firſt kinde of Peace with good and Godly men, ic 
may be eaſily preierved and maintained , becauſe there is the 
- ſame belt ground of Love, and from hence a murual affe&ion, 
and reciprocal compliance, and (weer harmony of ſouls and ſpi- 
rics intimarely maintained on both fides, whether the parties ſo 
agreeing be otherwiie perſonally known ©: unknown unce us, 
near untous , of further off frem us ; Tet peace peace ro him 
that 15 afar off, and to him that #« xear, Elſl4. 57.19. a8 ina muſi- 
cal inſtrument the greater and lets firings , though far:off one 
- from the orhgr, yer have an harmomical agreement, and ae con- 
ſonant one with the other, whether in D:apaſon, or Diſd:apaſen, 
the difance hinders not the agreement. And the reaion is, Que 
conver, nt in uno tertie, inter [e quogie corveniunt. They which 
agree in.one third , agree alſo among rhemlelves. Now the 
God of Leve and Peace,is the God of all the world ; and chere- 
fore the people ' God being every where diſperſed inevery 
Nation all che world over , agreeing in God, and working all 
their works in God, agree alſo among themſelves. And rhis is 
thar peace, Which all goed men defire to advance with all men. 
O that the Lord would enlarge all our hearts co the enrerraig- 
ment of ſo large, ſo general, go neceflary, ſo truly a Chriſtiav 
Peace! 


2. Whothe Parties are, who are at difference. 


fb parties at difterence have ſome things common among 
themſelves; And ir 1s aſad thing ro name it : They are 
both by profeiſion Minflers of the Goſpe' of Peace, whole com- 
mon Office it is to be Ambaſſadors of Peace : Theſe are the 
Parties art difference. The Apofile deſcribes them accord! 
tro their common Fungien, That they are Miniſters of Chrift, 
and Stewards of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. | 
Howbeic, though che parties ar difference have cne common 
Name and Office, and are both called - Mingfters of the Goſpel of 
Peace, and Stewards of the Divine myſteries , yer are they diſtin- 
euiſhed one from another in; place and dignity. . Ando rhere 
are three degrees of Ad{mfters, Biſhops, Precbyters,and _ 
c 
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Ir is not my buſineſs or principal intention to. decide the 
' Queſtions, whether a B:hop and a Presbytey be one and the ſame; 
or whether a B:ſhop, a Presbyter, and a Deacon be diftin& Orders 
and Degrees ; or whether a Biſhop be of Divine Ordinatior, or 
onely Eccleſiaſtical Corftirution, Theſe and other Quetttons 
emergen: , have been judiclouſly handled by divers Learned 
men ot the Church of E-gland , as DoRor Fretd, Mr. Hooker, 
Hadrian Saravia, and others ; howbeirt I ſhall not wholly de- 
cline the Controverſies as I meer with them , but ſhew my 
judgement, and the ground of ir. W-- 

Thus much we may generally obſerve, that alchough every 
one of theſe Names importerch a proper and diſtint Furitos, 
yet is every one of chem equivoca!ly raken in Scripture ; as the 
name Biſhop, As 20.28 Presbyter, 5 Pet.5.1. Deacon, 2 Cor. 
3- 6. befides other places. T ſhall ſpeak gg. them as they im- 
pore their proper and difltint Funtlion. 

As roche firſt of theſe, rhe Þ:o:s5. The Name emoxom, 
Epiſcopars, Epiſcopacy, or Biſhoprick,, is an Office which im- 
pores inſpetiton and overſight of others; An Office of great 
care and labor, pains and inculiry : H: who deſires it, deſires a 

osd work, 1 Tim. 3. 1. bs. | | 

This Office of Ep:ſcopacy, or Inſpetion , proceeds from pro- 
ficiency and growth , acco;ding to, the increaſe of God in the 
obediehtiman, as I ſhall ſhew more anon. | 

The Biſhops Office is the ſame with the Apoſtles, and is di- 
fin&ly ſo named as one and rhe ſam> with che Apoſleſhip, 
Aas 1.26. Let ansther take 6h0%0my a ule by, Biſhop 1ck, And 
he who deſires emonoms, « Biſheprich , &c, Nor 1s there any 
doubt bur rhe Oftice under that name is by Apoſtolical tradition, 
being ſo univerſal in all Churches where the Goſpel was prea- 
ched ; which therefore muſt be of Divite [»fitution , unleſs we 
ſhould think thar the Apoſtles delivered any thing to the Church 
Wichour Divine Authority, | | 
| And becauſe there may be greater degrees of proficiency 
43nd groweh,, according co the increaſe of God; As alſo becauſe 
there may be need even to the Overſeers themſelves ,.of one or 
note "Who may everſee them ; q#3 euftodiat 1p 05 Cuftedes —; 

| as 


SC W -—" "" 


Rh} (9) 
. as David chough a Prophet, yer had he his Seer ; beſides the 


Biſhops rhemſelves, there have been Arebbiſhops and Overſeers 
o: the Biſhops themſelves. 

Such degrees of Proficiency and Orders there were, or at 
leaft che ground of them, among the Apoliles themſelves, So 
St. Pawl ſaith, ke was not behinde the very chiefeſt Apeſtler 
2 Cor.11.5. ſuch therefore there were; And theſe were Pil- 
lars co ſupport che Church, Gal, x. And of how great extemr 
St. Peters Dioceſe was, 1 know nor, but St. Parls was as Orcu- 
wimcal and nmiverſal, as large as the Church ir ſelf. For ſohe 
cells us, That the care of all the C hurches came upon him daily, 
2 Cor.11.28. Nor 1s the like reftimony te confirm St. Peters 
univerſal Archiepiſcopacy, as thisis. And therefore if St. Pe- 
ter were an Archbiſhop and Primate of the Church, St. Paul was 
an Archbiſhop ard Primate of all the Churches ; and the exer- 
ciſe of that Funttion proves him to be an Archbiſhop'; for fince 
Timothy and Titxs muſt be Bhops who ordained Elders,ſurely 
St. Paul muſt be an Archbz/bop who ordained Timothy and T1- 
ts Biſhops. | | 

Next to the Biſkops are the Presbyters in order and degree, 
though according to the rime of :/tirution and ordination, the 
Deacons were made before them, as appears As 6, compared 
wich Alts 14. 23. 

Presbyter 18 (ocalled from Tpt7vs, which ſignifies old , or 
an old man ; yea, honorable in regard of old age, . which is or 
ought to be grave, and venerable, and experienced in man 
things, whence perſons ſaqualified are honorable, Ezra 6. 8. 

Hence @pe7 guT$pes a Prevbyter hath his name , which may be 
Engliſhed Elder. We may deſcribe ſuch an one accordins to 
his Office, a Af:n1fer of the Church, who reacheth the Word. 
of God, and adminiftrech the Sacraments, according to Alts 
14-23- I Tim.5.17-I9. Titus 1.5. James 5.14- 7 

A Presbyter coniudered according to his proper degree and 
rank, 1s inferior co a PiHop , becauſe a Biſhop is Preſident and 


. Overſeer of the Presbyters. For alchough every Bzhop be a 


Presbyter, yer every Presbyter is not a Biſhop. Thus every Bi- 
ſhep 1s a Miniſter, as hath been before ſhewn, but every Mi- 
N 


wiſter 
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nfter is not a Biſhop , Which he obletved not , who therefore 
proves rhat Trwothy Was no Biſhop, becauſe St. Pawl calls him a 
Alinifter, 1 Tim.4. 6. | | 

_ There is yer a third Afnftry which hath properly that name, 
Saxeria, Deaconſhip, and indeed there 1s little lefr of this 
Office, but a name, Their Office we learn our of the expreſs 
Scripture, As 6. where we read of the firſt mſtuntion of it, 
and the reaſon of ir, that they might rake off part of the Apo- 
files burden, the da'ly miniflring unto the poor, hat the Apoſiles 
might be wholly vacant, & atrend the win:/tery of the word and 
prayer. Yet were not the Deacons (o wholly imployed in er- 
ving tables, bur that alſo they preached the Word, as appears 
in the examples of Stephen, Ads 6, and Philip, Atfts 8. who 
were two of thoſe ſeven firſt choſen co that Office, - 

But whereas ſome will not allow chem any other imploy- 
ment then wirſtring te the poor,the after pratiſe of the Church 
beſt interprets their Office. And whoſe Authority can we ſoo- 
ner fallow, than St. /gx4:14s Biſhop of Antioch, and Martyr, 
one who immediately ſucceeded rhe Apoſtles? He on the 
way to his Martyrdom wrote unto Hers his Deacon, totake 
care of the poor, widows, and fatherleſs ; alſo rhat he ſhould 
know the Laws himſelf, and explain them unto others. He 
mentions alſo in the ſame Epiſtle , a third part of the Deacors 
Office, Thar he ſhould do nothing without the B:ſhops ; For 
they, ſaich he, are the Priefs , and thou art the Adiriffer unto 
the Priefts, as at Jernſalem St. Stephen miniſtred ro Fames and 
the Elders, &c. Sorthat the care of the whole Church belongs 
to the Biſhops and Prieſts. To whoſe help the Deacons were 
oven by Divine Ordination ; and we finde their patern In the 
Jewith Church ; as we eften read of the Nethinims given as 
: Anxiharwusto.the Priefls and Lev:ites. 

Whence ir appears, that the Deacons Office was ſacred, and 
thought worthy to be adminiſtred by the Apoſtles themſelves ; 
and when they would impart it unto others, ſee what manner 
of men they require, men of hoxeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt 
aud wildem, ARs 6.3. ; 

_ By all which a great defeR is diſcoveredamong us,eſpectally 
| -In 


(12) 

in theſe laft crimes, We have known how to make numberleſe 
numbers of poor, widows, and orphans; but how ro make choice 
of widows indeed, (ſuch as St. Pal deicribes 1 Tim. 5. if ſuch 
be ro be found, I fear we know nor, or regird not, And thac 
high Office hererofore Apoſfelical and Eccleſiaſtical , is now 
become Laical, and adminiſtred by perſons of very mean qua- 
licy ; yea, in divers places they are intruſted with taking care 
of the poxr, Who are very poor men themſelves , and need 0- 
chers to take care of them. Iris an Office now become ſo 
poor, ſoconcemprible, that no Epiſcopal man, ner Presbyre- 
flan Will (irtive for ir. 

I have deſcribed as briefly as I could, theſe three Degrees of 
Adinmiſters inthe Chriftian Charch , which anſwer to their pa- 
cern prefigured in the Chxrchof the Jews ; wherein we finde 
three like Orders of Eccleſiaſtical perſons, High Priefls, Prieſts, 
and Lewvites, Which typified in the Chriftian Church, Biſhops, 
Presbyters, and Deacons. Th 

And that thpſe degrees may not be (leighted, or choughr ar- 
birrary, or of fnans device and invention, the iniftery of the 
Jewiſh C hurch had thetr Idea and Example 1n heaven, which 
Moſes was commanded to copy out ; See tho do all things, 
* faiththe Lord. according to the patern which was ſhewn thee tn 
the mount. And thar patern the Apoſtle aicovers when he cells 

us, that the Angels are all miniftring ſpirits, 
"Accordingly D;ony/ims obierves three H'erarchies of Augels, 
and diſpeſes three forts of Angels in every Hierarchy; and in 
the higheſt, Seraphim , Cheruvim, and Thrones, In the nexr, 
Deminious, Vertues, and Powers. In the third and loweſt, Prix- 
cipalities, Archangels and Angels ; which dilt:tburton is fol- 
lowed by ſome of the Fathers and School-men , who from 
hence have taken their three Hierarch es of Ancels, Lucifer 
was ann Hierarch , and had hs Regiment in the place of this 
world.if he would have kept it, whereof Jud v.6. lairh, * yſeavs 
uh TWpioavlamiv tavlay apy", The An gels that kept not their apXx#, 
Hierarchy, or Prixcij ality. Yeaghe hath yer 2 Regiment in the 
evil world, ruling in che ſons of diiobedience, unwul he be caft 
out by a Rronger then he, and hence did his envy againft our 
fickt Father Adaw principally ſpring, becaule he ſaw,man was 

B 2 created 
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created to be an Hierarch in his,place and ftead. 

Bur this is evidently enough ro be proved our of the holy 
Scriptures, that ſome among the Holy Angels are Superior, 
ſome /nferior. So much the very names of Angels and Arch- 
angels import, which yer is ſtrengrhned by che exerciſe of their 
Funttons : See Zach. 2. 2,3, 4. where one Ange! mers 
another, and ſends him with a meſlage co rhe Propher, com- 
manding him nor onely to go, but alio co make hafe and ras. 
St. Gregory from hence learnedly and judicloutly colle&s 
thus much ; When one- Angel ſaith to another , run , there is no 
doubr, bur chey who ſend , are the greacer, rhey who are ſer, 
,are the leſs. 

Which colleRion 1s far more rational then that of a cer- 
tain Gentleman, who, becaule all the Angels are miniſtring 
ſpirits, from thence concludes, char all the Angels are equal. 
Without doubr the man who ſo reaſoned, was our of his ele- 
menc. Should one thus argue, All the creatures are ſerviceable 
unto man; rherefore they are all equal among themſelves, 
Who would not deny that conſequence ouc of common ſenſe 
and obſervation? And ſhall we think, char the onely wiſe 
God, who hath created ſo various and different degrees of 


creatures in due ſubordination in this 1»ferior world , He hach * 


nor alſo ordained and conſtituted rhe ſervices of all Angels in 
a wonderful order in the inferior world ? Is the God of »+dey 
more pleaſed with order in the earth, then he 1s with o>der in 
heaven? Or thall we rather more truly affirm,that chey who 


have endeavored to drive all order out of the Church, and to 


brine in an Eccleſiaftical policy like rhar of the Cyclops on 
earth,che ſame Titans are become Ynopaxor fiohters ag ainft God, 
and endeavour to rour and diſorder the hoſt of heaven. 

Chrittian religion requires nor a parity neither among the peo- 
ple, nor among their Governors. They are not equal, for ic 
cannot be that any Commen-weal or ſociery of men ſhould 
long con:inue, as the Chriftian church muRt do, 1f it conlifts of 
an Arichmerical equaliry : Bur- as by the concfary qualities 
of the elemenrs, and the oppoſite motions of the Sun, Moon 
and Stars, thoſe Ordinances of heaven, the world is diſpoſed 


and 
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and temper'd for eternity, {0 ot neceſſity muſt the world of 7er.31.35 
men coniiſt of diverfe degrees, ranks and orders ; like the ©7* 
ſtrings of an Inſtrument , if chey make melody, they muſt be 
run'd in due Symmetry and proportion , ſome higher, ſome 
lower; ſo among men ſome muſt be high, others low; ſome in 
authority, others under authority ; rhey muſt nor be equal, 
not all in uniſon : He 1s bur a ridiculous Minſtrel , Chords 
qu: ſemper oberrat eidem,that's always harping upon one ſiring- 
Whar they alledge , -7 ha# he who # greatef among you, ſhall be Manth.13. 
your ſervant, proves a greater and a leſs, And though you be 11. ' 
brethren, yer there is a firſt- born Who rules over his brethren. 
Yea, this they themſelves admit who moſt diſpute againſt ir, 
when they conſtitute a Yearly Moderator over the Precbyters ;; 
For although their Amuwal Officer hath no warrant from Anti- 
quiry, yet in that they make a ”re/idert over the Elders, they 
acknowledge a neceſſity of preceqgency and order. For were they 
all equal, all would command, and rone would obey ; Every man 
would rule, and n9 man would be ruled ; Every man would cox- 
temm, ard be cortemned by every man ; Noyeſpelt would be had 
by #ne to the vertue and merit of another. Sothat from this 1ar- 
virg diſ-harminy and diſcord , there muſt needs follow a diſſolu- * 

tion of the C ommoen-weal ;, and the grea'eſt equality we':ld mol- 
der away into the greateſt confuſion and inequality , as Plato rea- 
ſons in his 6.h de Legibas, 

Hence it appears chat there are different Ordere , and due 
fubordinarton of them in the Church, and among the Mini- 
Rers of It, 


4 3. Wherein do the Parties differ ? 


Will not name all che Controverſies berween rhe Eprſcopel 
men and Presbyteriavs, lit waile I go 1hour ro make up the 
#2, I make it wider. I ſhall name choſe wherein principally 
che Parcies differ , and they are either concerning the Eſſence 

of Eniſcepacy, or what 1s annexed thereunto. 
The Controvertie between the Epiſcopal men and men of 
Pre:byter an perſmwaſion concerning the Eſſence of Epiſcopacy, 
1$ 
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- -is eicher whether ic be all one with Presbytery ; or If it appear 
not ſo to be, whecher ic be taken away by the Coveraxt. Tou- 
ching the former, the Presbyrerians aftirm , thar a Biſhop and a 
Presbyter are one and the |ame. And for proof, they bring dt- 
vers Scriptures, as As 20. TH. 1. where the ſame who are 
Presbyters are called Biſhops. And Phil. x, where the Avollle 
ſaluces che Biſhops and Deacons ; where by Biſhops , Presbyters 
muſt be underſtood, orherwile this inconvenience would fol- 
low, that the.e ſhould be many Bithops of one Sea. Theſe 
Scriptures a;e broughc by Hierom, and Aerius was of tne 
ſame judgement. 

The Ep:ſcopals anſwer to theſe Scriptures, affirming, That the 
word Epiſcepms is equivocally attributed ro the two ſupertor 
Orders of Miniſters. , And that an Argayent founded upon an 
ambiguous rerm, cannor be tolid and firm. And tor Aerins, 
Epiphaiinu hath fufficiently anſwered bis Cavils , and pur him 
among the Herericks. And, fince ierom upon the ſame 
ground defends the ſame erroneous Tenent, if Aerins were 
an Heret:ich, Hicrom herein cannot be Orthedox. The Srocies 
of both evidently prove, that Aer: magnified Presbyrery, 
becan'e be could not be a Bilhop, Hierom becanſe he world 
nor. 

' And althongh the Presbyterians foundation be ſo weak, yer 
almoſt all the Reformed Chorches are built upon ic, againſt the 
praiſe of all che Chriftian Churches in ll Ages, fromthe 
Apoſtles times downward. Zaxchy a Learned man no way 
. engaged in this controverhe, ſaith thus, Quid certin ex Hi- 
forizs, &c., what is more certain out of Hiſtories, our of Coun- 
c1ls, and out of all the Fathers Writings, than thar thoſe Or- 
ders ( Biſhops and Presbyters ) have been conflicured and recei- 
ved in the Church, by the common conſent of the whole Chri- 
fitan Commonwealth. 

But the Oppoſition 2gainſt Eprſcopacy is of greater Anti- 
quity, than it's commonly conceived. For whereas moſt what 
irs referred unto the time of Aerims, we finde exception a- 
gainſt chat name ſoon after che Apottles times, as appears by 
that excellent Epitile of Clemens to the Corinthians , _ 

| oil 
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Cyril Patriarch of Conſtantinople ſent in the Year 1632: to 
King Cha: 1's of blefled memory, bound up wich a Copy of the 
LXX. as an acceptable Preſent by way of chankfulnels to his 
chen Ma'elty , for enlargement and favor which by his Let- 
rers he obtained for the Chriſtians, of the Grand S1gnour, That 
Epiſtle was publickly read tn che Church in divers places, ſaith 
St. Hierom, \n Catal. Scrgg. Eccleſ. A very rare Monument 
of Antiquity, which this latter Age owes to that glorious 
Kings mercy. 

This Clemens. is mentioned by St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
Philippians, chap. 4.3. Whom [gnatiz« 1n his Epitile ad Tral- 
lenſes calls a Deaconto. St. Peter , whoſe diſciple he was , ſaich 
Origen ; contemporary to Peter and Paul, ſaith Epiphanine : 
who was Biſhop of Rome? and Martyr after the Apoſtles, ſaich 
Ryffinus. Ochers alſo of the Greek and Larine Fathers , make 
honorable mention of him, as Fuſti» Martyr, Irenens, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Euſebius, Bail, Athanaſn ,Optatus, Miluirtanxs, 
Auguſtine, Eucherius, and others, cited by thar Learned Gen- 
tleman Maſter Patrick Yong , Who publiſhed this and another 
Epiſtle of C lem2#n5 ad Corinth, printed at Oxford Anno1633. 
The firſt Epiſtle is genuine and «repre, undoubredly 
true , as appears by Teftimonies taken out of it by the fore- - 
mentioned Fathers. This by divine providence moſt ſeaſon- 
ably. was brought rolight, after it had lien hid ſo many hund- 
red years ; and if it had bin thankfully received from the good 
hand of God, it might have prevented thar Beiluns Epiſcopale 
which broke out ſeven years after this Epiltle was publiſhed. In 
like minner the gosd God forewarned the whole Nation by a 
book found, and ript our of th2 Maiv of a Cod-fiſh in Cam- 
bridge-market, on Mid-ſummer Eve 1626. a few days before 
tne Commencement. Ir bare Title, A prepargtion te the Croſs ; 
unto which , rwo-orher Treatiſes of divine argument Were 
joynedin the ſame volume wricten by John Frith, who ſuffered 
25 a Martyr in Queen Maries days: this volume was publiſhed 
: bY Doctor Goead, under che name of Yex prſcis,, or The Beok- 
ſh. So ſerſonably was the Epiſtle of Clemrns ſer forth, and up- 
on an Argument importing a like Race of chings to that un- 
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happy time of 1640. and to theſe preſent times. 

The Church of Corinth was faRtious, as appears by St. Panls 
Epiſtle to them, 1 Cor. 3. 4. Which yer afterwards rerurned 
ro their former ſobriety, moderation and piety, as Clemens 
.tefithes. £ 

And among their CommenJarions, he mindes them that 

y Toig vous T3 Yu emwpineR 0 mol aguducre Tols ny$[eyors VLOP, xg 
THAlIv Thy KaSnncozy dmueuwrles Tois Tap Viply TperBuTYgus that 
Jewalked iu the Laws of God, bring ſubjett to your Leaders, and 
giving due honor to the Presbiters or. Elders among you. And af 
rerward he exhorts rheim, irlgera pe To's Denny 54s Numy, Ky,TE5 
Tees Bulepss nwGy Tieuer, Let ws reverence thoſe who are over 
Ms, let us honor our Elders, &C. 

: Whom does Clemens here underiiand by nyswere: ani aegnys- 
weyor, bur the Biſhops? After whom he names the Presbyters or 
Elders, as a diltin& order and degree under the Biihop , And 
ro make ic appear that the degrees of Biſhep, Presbyter, and 
Deacon, anſwer to the like Order in the Jews Hierarchy, as 
hath been ſewn, page 5 3. Clemens transfers the iame degrees 
Eccleſiaſtical among rhe jews, to the Chriſtian Eccleſtaſtical 
Policy. T9 aces idiias neiluppn's Sedbppiras iio1 To's tegev my idheg 
6 Toms mer laxlai ui Aeviiras idigau dravovias emmuriau, EC. To 
the chirf Prieſt is attributed þis proper muniſteries. To the Prieſts 
are ordered their proper place. On the Levites are impoſed their 
proper ſervices. The Laik us bound by Laical precepts. Let eve- 
ry one of you, brethren, 12 his own order and ſiation. give thanks to 
God with « good conſcience tn gravity , not tranſgreſsing the de+ 
finite rule of bus miniſtry. : 


_ And pige 54. he refers the firſt Ordinavon of Biſhops to. 


the Avoitles chemſelves, Ot ATB57ao nut'v eved'y ſnuanouy a7: Ts 
xupis Thos xewe, &c. The Apoſtles preached the Goſpel ts us fron; 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Jeſus Chriſt from God. For Chriſt was 
ſent from God, and the Apoſiles from Chriſt. Both theſe were done 
aecently, and from hu will. For (the Apoſtles) recerv ng com- 
mans, and being fully aſcertained by the Reſurrethion of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and confirmed by the Word of God, with a 


eertarn aſſurauce of the Hely Spirn , they went forth preaching 
that 
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that the Kingdom of God ſhould come. Wherefore preaching the- 
row the Countries and Cities , the appormed the firſt fruits of 
thews, having tryed them by the Spirit , for the Biſhops and Dea- 
cons of them whe ſhenld believe ; nor was this done yewly, for it 
WAS written many A Fes before, f£7ac now T5 omoeass dauTdy o&N 
S1tatoourn x, Tvs diaxovss davlay wie, Eſay 6o. 1 will appoint their 
Bijhgps in righteom[neſs, and their Deacons in faithfulneſs, 

And what marvel (ſaith he) » it, if they to whons this buſineſs 
was entruſted by C hriſt, ordained the fore mentioned (Biſhops?) 
ſance alſo bleſſed Moſes 4 faithful ſervant in all Gods benſe, ne- 
ted all things in the bely books which were commanded ; whone 
the ether prophets followed with one conſent , giving reftimoony to 
thems which were by bim eſtabliſhed for Laws. | 

Then for a terror to the ſedicious perſons, he alledgeth the - 
Lords decifion and dererminarion rouching the Frieft-hood, 
againſt the Rebels, Num.16. When page 57. he infers, by like 
reaſon, a derermination of the Queſtion rouching Epiſcopacy, 
x94 Amine 1uev s yvoory, Bc. Mud owr Apoſtles, faith he. knew 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ali Yeus fra bmi T5 evouao; Ins noni, 
that there would be contention about the nawe of Epiicopacy ; | 
And for that canſe, baving received perfett fore-hnowledge, they 
ordained the fore-mentioned (Biſhops ) and gave 4 corrſe how 
aftermard, if they died , ether approved wen ſhenld ſucceed and 
exerciſe their Of fixes. 

Much more might be added our of rhar excellegr Epiflle of 
Clemens, very pertinent to our purpole, which I commend un- 
to the judicious Reader. Uponthe whole matter, we may 
ſay thus much : Thar. fince rhe Epiſtle 1s unqueftionably ge- 
nuine and true , and of Apeſtelical tyle and argument, che 
Teſtimonies raken from thence ought ro be of more weight 
with us, than meer humane Authority ; yea, and meering wich 
ſober and moderate ſpirirs, they may pur anend unto this 
Controverlie, rouching the Efſexce and being of Epiſcepacy, and - 
the difference of it from Presbyrery, according ro Divine and 
 ApeFtelical conftitution. Burler us further enquire , whether 
Epiſropacy be taken away by taking the Novional (Covenant. 
Many of the Presbyterians aiticm ic; many Epiſcopal men deny 

. C | it, 
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ic. The Presbyttrians alledge the ſecavd Article of the Cove- 
mat, wherein the Covenanteryows the Extirpation of Popery, 
Prelasy, that is, C harch-gouersment by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. 
And chis ſuppoſed A}. goverment b=ing removed , ke yows 
in the firſt Article (ſomewhat immerhodically) ro endeavor 
| Reformation according to the Word of God , and the txampl: of 
the befF Reformed C burches. 2 
Many Epsſcopal men allege for themſelves, That whereas 
wo Articles of rhe Covenanr are mainly urged , x. The ex-' 
tirpation of Epiſcopacy and Biſhops, a fruicfi} Tree which bare 
© even thoſe Who would root ir up. 2. And the planting of El- 
ders ad Presbyters in the place of it. VE Fd 
| In the firſt Arcicle of the Covenant, as it firft came out of 
- Scotland, after theſe words, | according to the Word of Ged | 
was added this ſentence , which ws would have #nderftood thy - 
rewout this Covenant, or werds to the ſame efte&. Ir was pur 
In a parentheſis, and accordingly was thoughc fir by ſome after- 
Ward te be lefc our. Bur what ever their reaſon might be.ſuch 
2claufe was neceſlary co the raking of the Covenant. For ic 
1s a neceflary qualtfication' of the obje& of a Yowand Cove- 
#a»t, that it be de rebns licrtrs, of things lawful : Becauſe a Yow 
differs onely formaily from a Prom:fſory Oath; Now 7u- 
ramentum non eft vinculums iniquitatts, an Oarh is not a bond 
of iniquity. Since therefore the holy Scriprure is rhe meaſure 
and rule of things lawful, a Vow and Covenant to extirpate 
Epiſcopacy , could not be lawful , ſince it is p nTus, expreſly 
commended in the word of Gad, 1 Tim. 3,1- | 
2. Beſides, the Covenant was intended againſt tyranmcum 
wnperiuns Epiſcoporum , the tyrannical imperiouinels and do- 
mineering of Biſhops, as Dr. Arrowſmuh taterpreced thar 
part of the Covenant , In his Epiſtle ro the Foreign Reformed 
(herches. Tr aimed not therefore ar the extirpation of Epiſ- 
Copacy itſelf , much leſs was It Intended to introduce a great - 
er and more tyramnical donation tobe ſet up among the Preſ- 
byterians, as moft men complain who have felr 1c, or feared ir, 
The flovenly Cynick who trode nporr Plato's neat Bed with his 
dirty feet , ſaying he trode down P/ats's pride, he was nor 
aware 


(19) 
aware of Blate's true anſwer , That he trode down his pride 
indeed, ac ſuperbia majors, With grearer pride, - Hence it ap- 
pears , that the taking of the Covenant doth not tend to the 


ex'irpation of Epiſcopacy it ſelf, which is an Office lawful, and - 


according to the Word of God, .and the ancient Laws of this 
, buc ar che removing the #1: an») exerciſed by ſome per- 
ſons who have adminiftred that Office. | : 

Thus Epiſcopal men acquit rhemielves of the ſecond Arti- 
cle of the Covenant. As for the firſt, wherein the Covenanter 
vows to erdeaver Reformation according to the word of God, and 
the example of the bet Reformed Churches. Here are rwo pa- 
terns of Kef-rmation: 1. The word of God. And 2. The exam- 
ple of the b:5 Reformed C burches. 1. Its belt ro ſay no: _ 
of the former, how ſuitable rhe endeavor of Reformation har 
been toche rule of Gods Word. As tor the example of the 
be Reformed C burches , it was nor wirhout an' over-ruling 
hand of Providence, rhar no certain and definite Church, 
whether of rhis divided judgement, or that, 1s ſpecified or na- 
med in the Covenant ; bur ir is left ro che conſideration and 
conſcience of every one who takes the Covenant, which Chur- 
ches, and which of all the: Churches is the brit Reformed. That 
we may the berrer underſtandrhis, we muſt enquire, | 
 - 1. What aCharch 1s: And 2. what the Reformation of a 

Church is, whence it will appear-which are the beft Reform- 
ed Churches, and whichof rhem is che beſt reformed. 
. I. A Churth miy bedeſcribed a Congreg ation of men fear- 
ing God , believing in him and Jeſus Chritt , loving him, and 
obeying him. | 

When I call'it 4 Congregation, It 1s not onely to be under- 
ſtood an union, o: garhering of men rogerher in ſome certain 
ped; as an houſe, :or crown, | er: city onely', as ex2tmples may 

found in Scripture of all theſe ; ' Bur this gathering is more 
generally r& be underflood, as that which is wrought by the 
ſpirir of God, gathering all the people unto Sbils, Gen 49 10. 
2 Theſ. 2.1. Otherwiſe how unreaſonable were ir (which yet 
hath been rraftiſed ) that men for their worldly ends, living in 


ſome town or city , ſhould be enforced to the Religion of che. 


&3 predo- 
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_ predominant party inis? ' When it's added, rhar this congre- 
gation is of men tearing God, believing is him and Jeſus Chriſt, 
loving and obeying him, this deſeriprion comprehends all 
who can be {aid co be of the Church of God. 

What then is Kefor yyat 10+? 

2. Reformation is the renewing of the mind and heart accY- 
ing to the ſhape, forma: d image of God. For whereas God made 
every man upright, (the word 1s not DM, but CDINT, not 
proper, but 2ppellative) Eccleſ. 7. 29, They had ſeught our - 
many inventions , it is neceſlary , -that they be nor conformed 
unto this world , bur be transformed by the Renewing of their 

" winde, that they may prove what is that good, that acceptable,and 
perfeltt will of Ged ; which, while they are conformed unto this 
world, they cannot prove. 

. Hence ir's evident, that Reformation of the Church, is nbc 
on2ly according ro the judgement or opinion, (which is cather 
* information then reformation ) bur mainly and principally ac- 
cording tothe will, affeflions, ations, and whole converſation, 
Eph. 4. 22,23, 24- Both outward and inward , yea, 2 Petey 
3-11. 14 allholy Converſations and Gedlmeſſes, as the Greek 
words fignife, being plural.. Fer we cannot know whar is the 
true Doarine, unleſs we firft have bin obedient unto the will 
of God, Fob.7.17- Sothar their glory is vain, who vaunt them- 
ſelves ts be the 5eft reformed Charch., becauſe they (ay, they 
are Orthodox , which is onely of a right opinion, For if their 
Dottrine and Life be examined according to the Lydie /aps, 
and Canonof the Scriptures , they will he found to have leſs 
whereof to glory, in reſpeR of beth, chan many others whom 
they account het:rodox and erroneous. Whence it Will fol- 
low, thar fince the beſt Reformed Church is tobe efteemed ac- 

_ cording ta Doctrine, the Presbyterian C hurch cannot be the 
beSt reformed, becauſe it teacheth thar the perfe& life and life 
of God, is impoſſible, Alſo, | 

Hence ir appears, that ſince Reformation is according ts the 
hife of God , and Chriſtian converſation, and manners worthy 
of God, the Church called Presbyterian, cannor be the beit 
Reformed Church, becauſe they prefeſs that their /; —_— 

an 
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and holine/s1s onely inparr , which 6he Apoſile ſaith, muſt be 
perfeR, 2 ( 07.7.1. | 

- From all this which hath been ſaid , Eprſcopal men eolle& 
thus much : That ſince the taking of the Covenant doth nt take 
away Fpiſcopacy, neither the Reformation according to the word 
of Ga , and the example of the beſt Reformed Churches , doth 
eſtabliſh the Presbytertan Government ; it tollowerh, that Epil- 
copacy, or the Gorerument by Biſhops may fland , notwithſtand- 
ing the Covenart: And the Presbyierian Government carnst ſtand 
according to the Covexant. KS : | 

2. The Difference berween theſe two Parties , 1s in regard 
of choſe things which are annexed unto Epiſcopacy, and they 
are either 7 iiles or Ferms, 1. Titles of dignified perſons, as 
Biſtops, Arch-biſhops, Primates, Metropolitans , Arch-dea- 
e915, &c. which, ſay ſome, make men proud and inſolenc, 

Epiſcepales, ut huic re5þondeant calumma Precbyterianerum ne 
vnlg opprobrio ipſos exponant, 1pſorum fame conſulunt atque 1di- 
erate Latino ipſis aurem ſecretam ua perſonant, Qnod nounulls 
autumart, Epiſcororums, Archiepi(, coporum, Primatuum, Metro- 
politanorum, reliquiſque titulis bemines honoyatos inſoleſcere, am- 
bitioſe gerere ſe ſe , tyrannos evadere, populum opprimere, &c. 
91 Sraduum iſta titulorumve ſunt at hominum vitiaqu ſine dubio 
1ndigne ad emmentes haſce dignitates eveiti, retting hec ad mon- 
14 radicems, apmd ſeruulos betliaſue relquiſſent. 

Atrqui 5j erandum non tit uxa cum titulorum contempt, ava- 
.rittam, ſuperbiam, ambitionen ac tyranniders contemnt : Fue- 
runt qui magnifics jan ſecult nominbus relitts, in clauſtra ſe ſe 
abdentes, appellari ſe minores, imo minimos omniun volue- 
runt, At numquid hoc modo temperarunt ibs ab bu anim mor- 
bis ? Abſit! Refert alicubi Rhabanu Manrus Mognntinus Ab- 
bas Monachos aliquos in cenobio ſuo ampla patrimonia cum hono- 
ribiu mundi renuntiaſſe ; at invidiam tamen, ſuperbiam, ambi- 
rionem, avaritiam, amilationem ita mon abdicaſſe , uti de uno 
quadrante acerrime ac ſuperbiſſime vitilitigarent. Alt ifta longo 
ſunt intervalls difſita. Verum ita refermata forte religio noFFros 
omnino ſubeg't animos Evangelio, uti nulls ſint apud nos ejuſmod: 
vel avaritie, vel invidie, vel ſuperbie peftes Imuemiends, Nimt- 


ran 


eg 1. 
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rum ex qus Primater, Metrepolitam , A rehiepiſcont, Epiſcops, 
Decam, Archidiacom, reliquique tituls ornati Ecel:fie Miniſtri 
rejeFtt ſunt exploſique, omnia cum modeft'a humiliate in/ignt, 
ſummaque cum equitate ac animi moderaizone geſta ſunt: Sci- 
licet | | 

Recordemur itaque (res enim recent memorie ſunt )queruper 
Ante PAUCOS AnROS execluſ, 0 ticulorum 3 nominumque magntficorum 
tumore, ab hominibus novis F nullins nemis apud nos alta ſunt, 
eaque ſine legibus not1s (que viſe forſrran reformate parum, pa- 
rum Chriſtiane ) pretextu religionts reformate fatia ſunt, 
, Forum crvile primum diſqu rams. 

bt Leguleias pro cliente ſue uti par erat, (rem geſt 1m exver- 
tus loquor ) municipales leges, eaſque ſ:cunaum equum & bo.um 
regulas obſervandas aliquoties inſtuifſet, nou nem? ex ; udi-1bus 
Arnie petivendulorum. (vulgo Haberdathers-Hall) ita refpondit; 
Nos non \uxta leges communes, non ſecunaum C anceliar's 1g ulas 
hic judicamus, at prout e* conſcientie ſue d' tame cuique vi- 
ſum e5t. Veſtr am fidem Leftores! Duz futura tandem reformatio, 
que eriaw in rebus civilibus judicandis, neque lege communrt, 
meque equitate dirigeinr! Al.erum autem forum five Confi- 
ftorium adeamns , quod vocant Eccleſiafticum_illin/que pauli- 
ſper ſcrinia riniemur, 1d ex primaris omnium judiciorum di- 
viſorum hominibus conſtitit, at pre cateris ex Presbyterians, qui 
UICcantwratgue lidependentibus. Ill vere vocabuls bevanica exa- 
wina'ores, appellatt, qui queſtionem in Fecleſiaſticorum beneficio- 


rum and datos exercuerunt. Famoſum potins quam inclytum 


gens} hominuns, qui flrenue admoanum 1 ortorum officiums vrefti- 


terunt ; ado nt exper!us non nemo dixerit, Diabolum plane ft nl- 


© tum fniſſe, qi ſanite Jobs ſcabiem affricuiſſet , exquiſitius multo 


\ 


atque omni equulce loxge trucufentins atrociuſqu®fuiſſe tormen- 


trims, ſi ad Phalaridat illss Baowricns ingenui viri amandarentur 
BXaminandi , fi quis eclero Epiſcopalt ad illes accedat cum ad- 


v0carione patron ad pingue & opulentum beneficiun Eccleſiaſti- 
erm p'ft quan longa 1am dilatio: 8, moraqhue dinturmore fatiga'is, 
intreunum tandem ad [:quifitores obtinuit , Deus bone ! quam in- 


ſulſas, quam ridiculas (quis enins alias ab iliterarts zeletis expe- 


FHlaverit?) quaſtiones andire ſati/que facere neceſſe babuit , tn- 
| : dignma, 


| ( 2 3 ) | Z 

dignm , infufficuns, ignarus , ſcandaleſus repniabitur. 

u1d in canſa cf? mal gnuseſt :' heterodoxus eft, uno verho ; ney 
eft noſttr: Beneſicrum rants per annum valorss Orthods x um aliquens 
e noftris 'n9n dedecebis, At ſwper bac re aluſque plaribns ! ue- 
nus adenndus. num autem exempluns addam quo tandens fintams. 
QOuidan haud 1:4 ;ridens vir dottu:& partium E11ſcopabum vent 
in harc cu 1am evamnandus. Iilum inquifi.orum anteſighanie 
aloritur; 'meralia conſimils farine problemiata, propoſutt iſtud ; 
Oo (enſu Dees aw: hoy peceats dies poteſt ! Cu alter quo, ait, ſen- 
ſu? Certe rulls, 11/7 non-ſenſw. Hominem prefidams ! wpuden- 
texs / perjricte froztss ! Eo voutum audasie , uti quis Inqu:/iters 
eigus frimerio wa resþoaſer ! / 

R-'icitur homo, 3 merito (culicet.; quippe qui Gra' ia deſtit#- 
tus (nempe, non Dei, ſed Inquifitorums ) quali ille Fohan. g. 4 
Phariſets pro resþo»ſatione haud ab/imili ex communicatus. Quid 
ile ? Ad Patrenum rem defert, Quid Patronus ? Dicam 1m- 
pegit Inquitori, | Quare impedit vocantes| Quid Inquiſitor, quid 
ile? Ad Proteflorem Roporngnhov feſtinat, aſvium 11qQuURAanis, 

4eritur apud ipſum , contemni Conmiſſionem examinatorum. 
Nihil illam deinceps valiiuram, fi legi communi [ubj1eratur. 

Hanc advertite 195 e.xpoſtulationens ( Anglicans liÞertaris rev- 
que publics Aſſertores) Ouanta olim Cura cautum ef nequands 
Epiſcopi vin legibiu inferrent ? Eccos Prebyreras.eccos Indepen- 
tes (ſmperbum nomen!) qui a nulla omnino lege pendent, \exemoptos 
wolunt 4 communi lege ſe (uoſqur. Qued utique doeuments e5t 
fore, ut, i quando 1pſi rerum potiantur, abrogaturo; communil ge 
ſuamque diſciphnam pro lege, {ecundun conſcientie ſure diftamon, 
1m399/1t127'05. | ; 

Q191 anters fititul's ac nommbns honor ficts homines intume- 
ſcant, at an Metropsl:rarorum, Primatum', Archiepiſcoporum, 
Epiſcororum, &c. an al::ntrepmblice conſimilibus : Tilt ſuns. Di- 
oce(ani Prertbyters, Archidioce[ant Ec. quit [unt ad iilums modum? 
At hi coufidt olins 4 Preibyter's 4: 74 in \llorums locuns ſuſficrends, 
Foc ego certiſſime nov! ſtatutum a primarus Presbyterianarum 
pariium. neu quid ex immutata forma regimings hanerum tituls- 
 r#12ve deperderetur, Caterum tx his qua con:menurata ſunt hand 
arduum tft conjicere , hommwucione! , etians ſine titnlis honorum- 

que 
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qe decoramentis, opprimere alies, ambitioſe gerere ſe peſſe, inſo- 
leſcere ac ſmperbire. : , 

As the Presbyrers except againſt Turtles of honor , {0 likewiſe 
againſt Forws of Godlineſs, and thoſe of rwo ſorrs, eicher Forms 
of Prayer, or forms and neodes of ceremonies, Which confitt either 
In geſture or veſtwre. As for the forme of Prayer, ler us firſt en- 
quire whac that 1s, againſt which cheir excepcions lie, and then 
we ſhall endeavour to ſarisfie thaſe exceptions. 

The Licurgy or Commaon-prayer , ſo called, 1s a Syſtem of 
ſele& Scriprures , Prayers, and Praiſes proportiened accord- 
ins corthe neceſlaries , and ſpiricual proficiencies of all Gods 
people. | 

Ii. To thoſe under the fear of God , in the entrance of the 
Liturgy , certain ſentences our of Scripture are premiſed, 
ſhewing the neceſlity of Confeſing our ſins, and rayfing our 
hope of pardon, and forgiveneis of rhem. 

Then followes a Forw of Confeſſion, and after it, Abſoluriou 
from ſins , and the Lords-Prayer in ſpecial for the Rew:ſſion of 
ſons, And becauſe confeſſion 1s either of ſins or of prayſe, after 


the mo of fins , followes the confeſſion of prayſe. Which 


yer canndt rightly be performed , unleſs the Lord enable us 
ſo to do. And therefore we pray , that the Lord would open 
our lips, &c. Accordingly we give glory to the holy and 
blefled Trinity ; And we exhorr one another ro ſing wnte the 
Lord, and heartily to rejoyce wn the ſtrength of our ſalvation, Acc, 
Pſalm g5. In which £/ai/ws, after the declaration of Gods 
pewer, David prevents. an objection ſutable to their fate un- 
der fear, and like unco thoſe in Kadeſh-barnea | 399 the mnutable, 
and unſetled holyneſs of the childe-beod : | The objetion may 
be framed thus, we are norable through the power of God, 
ro ſubdue our fins, and co perform acceptable ſervice unto 
God, and therefore we ſhall periſh in eur fins, and never en- 
cer into the Heavenly reft. The Pſalmiſt therefore dehorrs us 
from hardening our hearts, feſt we ſhould be like thoſe fathers 
of the Hebrewes, whoſe carkaſles fell in the Wilderneſs, &c. 
To which purpoſe che Apofile applies that parr of the Pialm'to 
the Hebrewes in the ſame ſpiritual eſtate, Heb. 3. and 4. 

2. To 
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2. To thoſe #»der faith in Chrift, Chriſt is propounded in 
the Pſalms , (as ſome of che Antients have interpreted all che 
Pſalms ef Chrit ; and our Lord points us unto them, as giving 
teſtimony of himſelf, Znke 24.) allo as foreſhewen in types, 
and figures of the Law, and ſtoried of, and propheſied of in 
others books of che Old Teftament ; In regard of all which, 
 Chriffis ſaid ro be X%* 5 Teſterday, Hed. 13. When theſe have 
ſome way, #5 Tv, diſcovered Chriſt unto us, we break out 
in:o the praiſe of God , ſaying or ſinging , We praiſe thee, O 
God, &c. | | 

After that Chriſtis diſcovered in types, hiſtories, and prophe- 
fies more obſcurely, He is more clearly manifeſted in the fle(h, 
and exprefled in one or other of the Evangliſts or As of the 
| Apoſlles. After which, the Church acknowledges, and bleſſech 
the Lord for exhibiting His Sen , according co the promiſes, 
and his fore-runner John the Baptiff. Or which concerns all 
Nations, Pſalms 100. O be 10yful inthe Lord all ye lands. 

' Then follewes the confeſfion of Faith in the Father,Son and 
Spirit. Out of this faith, the Mimfter and People pray mutually 
one fer other. Which done , the Amer prayes for choice 
chings Which the Epiſtle or Goſpel holds forth, in the Colle&t 
garhered our of them ; chen prayes for Peace , and thirdly for 
Grace, That we may fall into ns fin, nor run into any kind of dan- 

er, but that all our doings may be ordered by his Governanse , to 
do always that which 1s righteous in his ſight, through Teſws Chrift 
our Lord, | 

In theſe prayers, the Petitions are more z2eneral, therefore 
the Litany is added, containing more particular Petitions ac- 
cording to the ſeveral remporal or ſpicicual wants of Gods 
people. Wherein and afrerward prayers are made for the 
King, che Royal iflue, and ſpiritual Governors , according to 
1 7119. 2. ap 

3. Tothoſe under the love of God and thets neighvonr, 1s pro- 
pounded a prayer out of largenelſs of hearc unro God , Ute 
whom all hearts are open,all deſires known, unts whom no ſecrets are 
hd, that he will cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts, by the inſpiration 
of bis holy ſpirit , that we may _ love him, and worthily 


WASH! fie 


(26) 
magnifie His boly name throuch Chrift our Lord. 
| This cannot be done unleſs the Lord be pleaſed to write his 
laws in our heart, Which we pray for ; which done,wereturn to 
our prayer, in ſpecial for the King and the royal iflue, cc. 
Then ſuch Scriprures are propounded for Epiftles and Goſ- 
pels as befit that eminent eſtate. 

And becauſe they who are in ſuch a condition, havea more 
explicit knowledge of God the Egher, Son and Spirir,and other 
Articles of the Faith, the VViceze Creed 1s added. 

And becauſe prayer is to be acccmpanied with alms-giving, 
certain ſentences are then propounded fltrring us up thereunto. 
And ſe that Service concludes with a prayer fer the whole 
ftace of Chriſts Church, &c. | 

The like reaſon there is of Evening-prayer. 

The explication of theſe and other particular ſervices would 
require a juſt Tracate. » þ - 

Againſt this forms of prayer the Presbyters except : For why 
ſhould any form of prayer be impoſed upon the people of God > 
Or if any, why ſe long ? Why that which 1s clogg'd with ſo 
many repetitions? Why nor a prayer more ſpiritual > Muſt one 
and rhe ſame fir all ages of the Church > Why are Godly men 
thereby hindred from the exerciſe of their gifrs > Why mult 
they uſe ſuch a form of prayer, as 1s taken out of the Maſs- 
' book? Yea,why are many Canonical Scripcures left our of the 
Kalendar, and Apocryphal placed inthe room ? . 

Epiſcopal men alleadge for themſelves, rhar there 1s no 
Church in the world, no not that which the Presbyrers account 
che beft reformed, bur it hath a forms of prayer ; Becauſe nor 
onely they who are grown upin religion , but the young ones * 
alſo, who are not able to pray of themſelves, may thereby be 
inſtructed and taught how ro pray ; ſuch were Johns diſciples, 
and ſuch were Chrifis, whom therefore they beth taught to 
pray. Bur if exception be againſt a form, becauſe aform, every 
conceived prayer 1s a form unto thoſe who hear it ; which is 
well to be confidered by them, who except againſt a form of 
prayer, becauſe a form. 


Burt if a forms of prayer be needful, they ask, why ſo long a 
| | 07113 
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form of prayer > Why hath it ſo many reper:tions? Tr's true the 
Litargy bath repetitions in it. Yer are not all repecicions vain 
or Heathevith, iuch as our Lord forbiddeth , nor for that end ; 
bur to expreſs rhe fervercy and ardowy of affettion. And there- 
fore we read many iterations of the ſame peririon or thanki- 
giving (which will amount ro the ſame exception) uſed by 
David, as elie where; lo eſpecially Pſalm 136. For his mercy 
endares for ever, twenty fix times uled in that one pſa/m. Yea, 
and our Lord himſelf is ſaid in his prayer, to have uſed che 
ſame words, Bur although this blame were juſily laid upon the 
Common-prayer, yet do nor many of them who excepr againſt 
ic, much mend the marter intheir conceived prayers ; where- 
in they uſe moſt what many repetitions, eſpecially when they 
are ata loſs, and know nor what elſe ro ſay ; which 1s nor fel- 
dom. And as for lewgth of prayer. The whole Litnrgy, Litany, 
and all, is not ſo long as many of their conceived prayers. And 
if cheir prayers be ſo leng, ſurely ic 1s cheir own fault, if all 
chat time they do ner exerciſe their gifts. What they ſay of 
ſpiritual prayers, are there any more ſpiricual in all che Larine 
or Greek Liturgies > How much leſs in theſe mens conceived 
prayers? And if there be ſome of all Diſpenſations in all Ages 
of che Church, why may not this form of prayer compoſed as I 
have ſhewn , fit all Ages of the Church 2 Nor do Epiſcopal 
»9e deny bur that many of the Chrnrch-prayers are extant in 
the Maſs-book, Andi ict nor for the credit of the Roman 
Aſſal , that ſo excellent prayers are found in it > What 
cheugh all che Epiſtles and Geſpels, or the molt of them may 
be read in that Book? Are they therefore one jote the 
worſe 2 Or 1s the Scripture any whit the leſs true , becauſe ir 
hach been ciced by che facher of lies ? Feign the 2ſaſs as abo- 
minable as any man can make it, will any reaſonable man re- 
fuſe what 15 unqueſtionably good , becanſe ic harh been ll 
uſed + May not the Sun ſnine upon a dunghil , and yet Ioofe 
no:hing of 1ts puricy ? Irs rrue, that ſome Canomcal Sorip- 
twres are omitted in the Kalendar, and Apecryphal ſer in their 
place, as the two Books of Chrenicles, the Book of Canticles, 
rhe latter part of Ezekyrels propheſfie , much of the "—_ 
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and ſome others. And why not ? For alchough «fl Scriptures 
were written for our edifying , yer all Scriptures do not edifie 
alike. As for thoſe Canonical omitred , the Epiſcopal man 
dares appeal to the Presbyter , whether Adam, Seth, Eneſh, 
and che reſt of the Genealogy, edifie ſo much as the Scriprure 
Canmicalor Apocryphal appointed to be read in. place of it. 
Yea, whether the Hittory of j#dhb may not edifice as well as 
che Hiftory of Jael. Yea, why he, though with much ftudy 
he hath hardly attained ro the true meaning of the latter chap- 
cer of Ezekzel, and the Book of Canticles, and the Revelation, 
yet ſhould defire thar the ſame Scriptures ſhould be propoun- 
ded to the underſtanding of che rude multitude ex rempore,and 
hope that thereby they ſhould be edified. 

The Learned hw were not thought toenvy the people the 
Holy Scriptures, when they forbade the novices the reading of 
che three firſt chapters of Geneſis , and ſome other Scriptures, 
leſt they ſhould frame ill interpretations 6f them. 

Many other exceptions are taken by the Presbyterians and 
others , againft the Book of Common-prayer ; which are ſo 
frivelous, that its apparent their Palmarinm, their main Rea- 
7 againſt it, is, — Stat pro ratione veluntas, They would nor 

ave It. | : 
Bur tþe Presbyterians take great exceprions againtt the 
Forms of Godlineſs exprefled In Ceremonies in Geſture, as 
Bowing, Scandineg, Kneeling, enjoyned ar the performance of 
divers parts of the Divine Service, with which the Church of 
God ſhould nor be burthened. 

Concerning ſuch Ceremonies, Epiſcopal men ſay, Thar a 
reaſon may be given of them, according to the different parts 
of the Service where they are commanded to be uſed, Divers 
of Epiſcopal per/wa/ion have written particularly of theſe; and 
therefore I refer the Reader to rhem for ſatisfa&tion. I ſhall 
oxely adde a Rule out of 70x14, cired by St. Anſtin. 

When any thing in Scripture is preſcribed ro be done, with- 
out the circumſtances when, where, kow, &c. it ſhould be 
done , which yer cannor be done without ſuch circumſtances, 
that duty co be done muſt be circumftantiated out of the word 
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elſmhere mentioned , or according to the ancient cuſliom of 
the Church. | 

As when the Apofile ſaith, Preach the word , yet adds not 
when, or whaye, or how, a due circumftance of place and maner, 
may be raken from the practice of Ezra, Nehem. 8.4. or of 
Solomon, Chr.6.13. where the word turn'd a Scaffe/d,lignthes 
rather a Pulpit. So when our Lord ſaith, Baptize all Nations: 
And touching that other Sacrament, Do this as often as ye do 
it ts remembrance of me. The mode or way of adminiſtring and 
receiving theſe Sacraments, is no where commanded, and 
therefore its left to be dire&ed by the Fathers of the Church. 

But whereas Forms of Goalineſs are eitherin geſture or ve> 
Fure: 1. In wveſtare, as the Surplice, Ar this ſome take moſt 
offence-, becauſe ir 1s of humane invention, yer isir uſed 1n 
Gods Worſhip; and certain parts of the M1»iſters Office may 
nor be performed without it, as the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, 
&c. 2. Beſides we ought nor to conform. our ſelves unto the 
Antichriſtian Papiſts who uſe that veſiment with very great re- 
verence. Aground of great ſuſpition , chat ic1s a Babylomſh 
garment, becauſe it is one of thoſe merchandizes wherein Ba- 
bylo, traded, Revel. 18. 14. 3. Laſtly, all raings ought to be 
done to earfying, But what edifying can there be in wearing 
of a Surplice ? 

The Epiſcopal man muſt ſatisfie theſe doubrs, otherwiſe he 
muſt leave off his Surplice. Bur that he may keepir on, he an- 
ſwers chu: to the hirſt icruple , That rhe Prieſt muſt uſe ſome 
garment or other in his minytratren ; and fince no certain de- 
finite veſ{#re 1s enjoyned him in the Goſpel , the Governors 
of the Chriſtian Church have thought meer ſome way to 1mt- 
rare the Fewith Prieſts, who in their ſervice, according to 
Gods ordinance, Wore a limnesy Ephed , ſo that they borrowed 
. Not this garment from the Papiſts, Whar they ſupe& of the 
Babylonian ware, that by the fine I'nnen was prefigured the Sur- 
plice,is groundleſs; For the word EusgvC, or Buoguiyer, they an- 
{wer either to YT2, or WW , which may be doubced whether 
they hgnifie linnen or i:[k, as our Tranſlators render che lac- 
ter word in the margent, Exodws 25.4. And iffo, the Presby- 
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rers (ſay they) make us finer than we are; we wear no ilk 
Surplices. 

But what if one ſhould queſtion the Presbyterians Geneva- 
£own, as the Presbyters queſtion the Epiicopals fappoſed Re- 
man Surplice ? This is not without precedent. A rmanlearned 
and eminent in his way, one of the late Aſſembly, being a 
. Non-conformilſt, he retuſed to wear a Swrplice. He had a 1on, 
a pregnant young man, Who not onely ſcrupled the wearing of 
the S»ypl:ce,but the Malter of Arts Gown allto;from which (cru- 
puloſity his facher much diſlyaded him. To whom his ſon re- 
curned chis anſwer, Father, if you ſhall be pleaſed ro give me 
your reaſons, why you forbear che uſe of rhe Swrp!ice, I (hall 
rell you mine, Why I wear not a Gown. Nor was this young 
man alone of the opinion. A good woman once told me, ſhe 
had no exception againi{ my Doctrine , onely ſhe was ſcanda- 
lized ac my Gown, being a Kelique of Rome. I rold her the fa- 
ſhion of my Gown was not taken from Kew, bur that it is in- 
deed the faſhion of the Burgomaſters of Geneva ; which gave 
her much -ſarisfation. Woro the Teachers , and theſe who 
are taught by chem | How have they negleRed that talent of 
Gods grace in them, and are calt into outward darkneſs, even 
che darkneſs of ou:ward things. | 

To the third ſcruple,whici only hath a fheww of reaſon,they 
ſay, The Swrplice edifies not , as all things ought rodo in the 
worſhip of God. Surely it doth ed: fie , but becauſe fleſh and 
blood would alwayes be tampering in the Worſhip of God , its 
here to be excluded, when we ſay, rhat the white garment doth 
edifie ex naturarei, non ©X humana 1mpoſitione : The Surplice 
. edifies out of its own nature , not by invention or impoſition 
of men. For whereas the Prie#t ought in righreouſmeſs and 

holineſs to exceed at leaſt the common ſort of people, the Swy- 
pliceis a diftinttrove C haratlter berween them ; And hath in ir 
the Ggnification of ward righte2nſneſs , which.the people in 
their Reſponſe, pray, That the Prieffs may be clothed withal, 
out of Pſal. 132.9. Let the Prieſts be clothed with righteouſneſs; 
For the fine linen 25 the righteouſneſs of the Saints, Rev, 19. 8. 
which we purchaie of che Lord Jeſus by Faith and Prayer, 
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Revel. 3.18. whence ariſeth ſpiritual joy ad cheerfulne/7 in the 
ſervice of God, Ecc/eſ.g.8. whereby we become like unto the 
holy Angels, As 16. 30. and begin todo the will of Cod in 
earch, as 1t 15 done in heaven. So thatrhe Epiſcopal men rea- 
ſon chus : If rhe fine {12767 be the righteouſneſſes of rhe Saints, 
according to Revel. 19. 8. the Babylonian fine linnex will prove 
the falſe righteouſneſs , whereof the Presbyterians have no 
ſmall ſhare , when they imagine themſelves clothed wich the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and renounce all inward inherent righ- 
reonſneſs, Which is tobe fulfilled in us who walk nor after the 
fleſh, bur afrer che ſpiric, Rom.$. | 

So that maugre all char hath been objeged , Epiſcopal men 
may wear their Surplices, L 

Bur the Presbyterians will nor be ſacisfied ; but what they 
want in reaſon againſt the Ceremontes, whether in geſture of ve- 
flure, they make up in paſſion, and call the Ceremonies Popifh ; 
and ſay, that becauſe they are uſed by che Papilts, therefore ir 
isn2t ſafe for the Reformed Charches co uſe them, Why ? 
Becauſe the Pafiſts are /dolaters, they are Antichriſtian. 

Nor will 1 make Apology for them, faith rhe Epiſcopal man, 
no, nor for our ſelyes, When men are charged ro be 1dela- 


ters,is It inregard of the outward /dol onely, or che inward al- © 


ſo? We read Ezek, 14.3. of idols inthe heart. Does nor the 
Apoſile ſay, that covetewſneſs is idolatry > And thar ſome there 
are who make their belly their god ? Yea, whar if cheſe latter 
be the worſe [dolaters> Surely fince Gods eyes are upon the 
heart, an ds there is moft abominable. Are they Amichri- 
tian > Does not the Apoſtle ſay, there are many Antichriſts ? 
1 Johu 2. and are there none of them In us > As for multi- 
plicity of Ceremonies, or uo Ceremonies at all, if any Church can 
be wichour all Ceremomes, which I much doubr, (for they who 
moſt oppoſe all Ceremaones, if well lookedinto, have their Ce- 
reweonies,) But if one Church have mulcirudes of Ceremonies, 
and anorher none at all, wherher ſhall we jultifie of the rio ? 

Two women fell our, the one called the other whore , the 
other called her ſlur. They are both naught. 

The ww#ititude of Ceremonies or gay ornaments , may render 
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the Church of Rewe (uſpeRed to be a frumpet. Yet the want 
of all Ceremonies, (as decent diſtin&ive garments) as they do 
not prove the Proteſtants Church to be chaſte or honeſt , ſo neiv 
ther doth it render her comely, 

Surely aprincipal regard ought ro be had of Peace, even wich 
the Papilts, and how can that be advanced bercer,than by com- 
plying wich chem in whar 1s orderly ? 

For whereas we arc bound as much as lies in us, t0 live prace- 
ably with all men, are the Papsffs, yea are the 7»rksor Inndels 
excluded from this peace ? And whereas irs inisyn'd , thar as 
much as lies in us, we ſhould /:ve praceably with all men, ſurely 
we ought to ſeek peace with them 1n all tuch aftiovs, geftares, 
poſtwres, ceremonies, as are not forbidden in the holy Scriptures. 
And whereas the Remiſh Church 1s held by diverie Proteftams 
to be a true Church, though much corrupted, as a man though 
diſcaſed , yea full of ſores and putrefaRions , is yer a man ; 
we may, yea we ought according to the Rule named , in all 
things that are tre, honeſt juſt, pure,lovely, of good report,cc. 
Phil. 48,9. ſeek peace with them ; and With an holy Spagr- 
71k purge our whatever is corrupt among them. 

Alas ! both they and we are asa company of men faln into 
a deep pir, and we quarrel one with ocher in the dark, like che 
Andabate who fought with their eyes ſhur., 

How much more ſafe is it that we all endeavour to ger out 
of the pic of corruption, and become guides to others of ſo do- 
ing? 

We have heard ſome principal differences between the 
parties; Bur 


4. How fell theſe parties out , 


Zh wars are different reports , and it is but reaſonable , that 

we hear both. | : 
The Epiſcopal mn tells us, that the faftion'of Aryims , ob- 
Yerving how many Ecclehiaſtical Dignities were wiſely confer- 
red, and worthily beRowed on perſons pious and learned, they 
envied the flouriſhing eſtate of the Church under Epiſcopal 
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Goverrment ; and being ambicious of thoſe honours, whereof 
they were conſcious to themſelves they were molt unworthy, 
and deſpairing chat ever they ſhould paſs rhorow the Temple 
of Verine, into that of Heneur , they reſolved , Flefters cums ne- 
queant ſuperes, Arheremta movere. And therefore for the ſatis- 
taRion of cheir exvy and ambirion, by their pretence of pvety, 
and zeal for the truth (that is , their own choſen tenents ) and 
feigned fras of Popery, they Role into an intereſt much Rronger 
chen their'own, whereby they chought, they might command 
all che world. Under che fore-mencioned precences, they 
engaged the mutable populacy already weary and ſurferine of 
a lorig peace, unto their party , by whoſe help what could chey 
nor do ? Some weuld change the Civil Government, others the 
Eselefiaflical, And all preſumed, that the ſword could efﬀfc& all 
this. And therefore the youg men muſt be curſed inro rhe 
war, and the Pulpics mult ſound wich Curſe yore Aſeroz,, &e. 
And they did ir 6:#terly. Yea, Herez hath been curſed on both 
ſides; and the yong men terrified eur of doors,cenſcientioufly - 
eo kill aud ſlay , and the moſt have been rhonght ro go forth ww 
their [implicity, O how many thouſands have been ſlain in chis 
and the neigkbour Nations ! And many of theſe who returned 
wich broken by and Arms , and el{where wounded in their 
bodies, are dead in Hoſpitals, curling thoſe who curſed chem 
ont. Then the lean kine came forth, and cat wp the fat oner;* 
men of decayed and deſperate forrunes , repaired their eftares 
with the ruines of :thoſe who were peaceable in the land. 

Then was a man made an offender for a word , and a ſnare 
was laid for him who reproved in the gate , and che juſt was 
| rurned afide for a thing ef nought. And have we nor known 
nororieus Whore-maſlters, reeling drunkards , profane (wearers 
and curſers, abominable lyars, incarnate, envy, hatred, malice 
and all wncharitableneſs, have we not known thoſe , and a 
rhouſand ſuch masked under the viſor of the godly party ? For 
the cover of all this wickedneſs, was that dammable art »f 
ſeeming fIypecriſy , Hypocriſy that might be felt, it was ſo 
palpable. The Epiſcopal man will draw a vail ever all the reft 
which might be added. , 
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Let us heir the Presbyter. He layes all che blame upon the 
Epiſcopal clergy andtells us, chat their ambition and rxyranny 
hath cuin'd all; 'Thac thi. begun:co work in the cime of St. 7ohv, 
who nores both in Diarrephes,' then B:ſh*p , befoie Aerizu the 
Presbyrey appeared in the Church, chac Diotreyhes © qinonpalevay, 
3 John g 10, Diotrephes was notable for his ambirion, He 
might no doubr Fg@TW4r, have had the place of a Pr. mate, Ir's 
neceſlary in every convention of: men that there be one chief 
and firſt,and others after him. But Drorrephes was p1A@pulway, 
he loved priority and primacy. St. John blames his 111 affedt:om. 
Ar all fea(ts and all meecrings of men , there are places of ſu- 
pertority ; nor doth our Lord diſallow it, where he ſaith, leſt a 
rgore honorable man come, &c. Our Saviour blames amb:tion 
inthem, who /eve the uppermoſt rooms at. feaſts , and the chief 
ſeater in the Synagogues. Nor doth he diſapprove ſalurations, 
Math. 47. but chap. 23. 7. He reproves the Rabbies affe&- 
ation, who loved gree tings 18 the markets, and to be called of men 
Rabbi, Rabbi. Nor was this ambition of Diotrephes diſcovered 
in ſome one 2& or other, bur ic was habitsal in him, the Apolile 
ſaith nor g:Acagolwe, bur pirorpwre'ey, which notes continuance 
1m that affettation and ambition. And yet the Article 5 addes 
to his habitual ambition, he was votriouſly loving high place and 

1mAcy. | 
- And have there nor been ſuch Dierrephes among us, Oi guae- 
wpwlewrles, who have loved ce be lording it over their brethren ? 
yea, above their ſuperiors ? what a ſhameful ambition was thar, 
when one Primate (ate in the others lap ? our Engliſh Story 
records ir. How much greater ambitioy to advance himſelt 
above the King, who i ſuprearm, ſaith St. Peter. ( Let his pre- 
eended Succeflor note that ) Ego, & Rex mews. Iand my 
King. Ny 
The Kings hearc,chough he be ſupream, muſt not be lifred wp 
above bu brethren ; And thould the Priefts heart be litred up 
above his brethren ? yea above his Sovera'gs ? 

_ Does this proceed from knowledge ? that puffs up, 1 Cor. 8. 
or indeed rather from want of knowledge ? A linle knowledge 
prſſoup; but a great deal makes men lowly, A few Peaſe or 
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<ans make a great noiſe inan empty bladder blown up ; bur 
a full ſack makes none at all, An empry Hogshead ſounds 
more than a full Burr. —_ | 
Or does this ambicion ariſe from power?. Swygit anime cune 
potentia, The minde commonly exalcs ic ſelt wich power. And 
chen moſt whar abuſerh char power co oppreilion and cyravny 
over orhers under chem. Sorhar ic is not ſafe to entruſt ſs 
mich power in one mans hand. Ir hath been obſerved, that 
they who have power in their own hard , unleſs they be awed by the 
Omnipotent God, are ſeldom iu, according to Mich 2.1. They 
practiſe iniquity, &c. becauſe it is in the power of cheir hand ; 
For UaASTE & J\xs any &YIpon 0.7uy Puraylai » men moſt of all as 
1m/ury when they have power, Therefore Diotrephes che Primate 
was a Tyrant, domineered over, ahd was in'urious to the flock 
of Chrift. He caft the brethren out of the C turch, 3 John v.10. 
And whar-have our Biſhops dpne leſs ? which is quice concra- 
ry to our Saviors precepr. Ir is the ſpeech of eur Lord, and the 
Biſhop of our ſouls ro is Apotftles, Math. 20. 25. The Ralers 
of che Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them , and the great ones 
exerciſe authority over them ; but it ſhall not be ſo amnng you. 
The Epiſcopal man anſwers the Presbyrer , andcells him, 
Thar ſome of his party framed a falſe Tranſlation, and he 
rakes advantage of it for his cauſe. For had the Lord oven 
his Apoſtles power, it was then lawful, no doubr, to have power: 
And if they had power and authority, might @&Þ*t they exerciſe 
ir? Otherwiſe ro what enÞhad chey it, if chey might not uſe 
it? Quid mihs arvine, and ſo why have I power , fi non conce- 
ditwr uti ? 1f I may notube ic? Andifthe Rulers of the Gen- 
tiles might uſe their power, why mighe nor the Rulers of the 
Chucch uſe that power alſo which the Lord harh given them ? 
But the words are not well rranſlated ; wglarvgrerery fhenifies 


- word for word, ts lord it, to domineer, to be imperioms, and that - 


other word zaTSne{tuy js ro abuſe authority, according to the 
fenification of #«7s in compoſition. Thus did the Rulers of 
che Gentiles , and their great enes ; bur ir muſt nor be ſo 3- 
mong Chriſts Apoſtles, nor the Biſhops their Succeſſers , they 
muſt not domineer , rhey muſt not abuſe their power over Gods 

ES heritage, 


| (36) | | 
heritage, 2 Coy, 1. 24. the Apofile having teftified his autho- 
rity and coergive power , he limits it of himſelf, Net, ſaith he, 
that we have domuion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy ; 
for by fauth ye bave ſtood, | 
Wetake notice hence, and let the Presbyrers obſerve it, 
Diotrephes was « Biſhop in the Apoſtles time, and Sr. John was 
an Archbiſhop , who threatued Diotrephes an Ecclefaſtical Cen-i 
ſure, for hu tyrannical abuſe of hu antherity. | 
Nordo men of Epiſcopal perſwation go about wholly to ex- 
cuſe the Hierarchy from all blame. Howbeir , they are nor of 
Hams race , that they ſhould diſcover their fathers naked- 
eſs. Onely thus much they acknowledge, That great men 
havegreat faulcs ; wor ought we to marvel at the matter, ſaith 
Solewmen , Eccleſ. 5.8. Bur among thoſe faults, ceccainly this 
was not the leaſt, That, whether through :d#/gence or conm- 
vance, of down-righr negligence, chey ſuffered a foreign govern- 
went te grow up under them, even to the extirpetion of them- 
ſelves, and with them, of the Kingly Power which proteticd 
thew. A moſtgrievous, lamentable, and deplorable ruine ! 
At neutratanen antheritas peſſundata ſimul poteſt © ſemel uns 
niſu reſleurari. Etiam licita,poſt abuſum,poteſtachaud poteft fa- 
etle redintegrart. Pientiſſimus ac prudentiſſimus Rex regimina 
ſmo relams 1nit 11am , {ubdites hone moribus atque hemine Chri- 
ſtiano —_— inſtruet, C* monita de regns Des preflruit regns ſus : 
atqae adev authegitate Det in anime heminum autho,itatens con- 
firmat ſuam ; Et fic '1ſtitiaftabilit ſol.um ſuum? Annon & 
hoc firmiſſmnoum Ecclefiaſtice Hierarchie fulumentum. Ann 
hoc & ip/e maxime To mprov? An alias unquan popule per(ua- 
lebitny jw efſe divinum Fpiſcopatus ? | | 
Reverend: Patres Eccleſie fillorum ſuorum querelis andire ne 
dedignentuir, Severins olim juſto atque haud paterne attum, ub: 
anres amputate his qui Epiſcopss obedire detretarunt : Quamvis 
eniws itt hac contumelia digniſſim, at bi certe indigs! qui face- ' 
rent tarmeu. Feits ctian diebuss , mtut precibus communbus 1n- 
terfuerint, ſne culque vecationt , per Appariteres , haud lictum 
vacare, cum tame ſox dichus hebdomatim Done: laborare 1uſ- 
ſery. Curims Ecclefiaſtiegy aliquotres recent nuiion mnents =. 
Arl, 
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bari, Levibus eas alicubi _- , #0 Dei timentibus adming- 
ftrari unde Of ficiales ab of ficiends , non ab of ficte ſortiri nomen, 
In rebus Eccleſiaſticis di;udicandis idoneos efſe magis Epiſcops 
Prezbyteres, eoſque pro veters more, quam laites, ( mt fettumali- 
quando perperam) Aſſeſſores. Excommunicationnm fulming pro 
cauſis mhil ſepins emits, cum tamen hand vacet exignis »< on 
adeſſe Jovi ; nec de minimis curet lex, Ceremenias corticew re- 
ligionts curari mags quan medullam ejus , pietatens morumque 
probitatem. Genuflexiones ad menſam ſacram ſine Canore one- 
mine fiert, Nimirwn his induci facillime opinionem ſcandaloſiſ- 
fimams ac periculoſiſſimam tranſubſtantiation ; atque ades per- 
ſecntionem quali olims temporibus Mariants, Imo &F horrendum 
tllnd nperum eivile bellum utut etiam alie cauſe procrearint, po- 
tiſſema tamen ea fuiſſe creduur, quod religioſuls ( non dice quane 
religioſe, quan licite, quam pie) turbas ideo muverint, ne res eo 
in locs eſſent quo dudum furrant. 
' Superpellicum & catrra ornamenta Eccleſie ac caremonias haud 
e&Ygoas a6 vehemonter urgenda ; verum iha ſeuſint retiing ac pedi- 
remtin indugevda, Siquidem licet illa longa ſmt antiquitate ve- 
neranda, neve tamen hominum generation! nova plane atque no- 
viter inventa ex:ſtimantur, 1des quod aliquandin deſnetwdine in- 
terciderint : 11que rebus jam novis ſtudere videntar, qui laudabi- 
les ramtum Eccleſis mores conantur antiques mnſtaurare. Care- 
mona Eccleſie paſſim exercere ,, nulla tamen expoſutionem ex- 
tare, nullum Rationale divinorum , "quo rerum in Eccleſia ita vel 
ſec geſtarum ratio reddatir. | | 

Deſinam jam tandem pluriums, Prodiut libellus ante pauscs 
ai, cut pro titulo ei Non-conformaiſta , de precibus communibns 
OF caremoniis in quo , fi quavel Topica, vel « n7e, contra Lei- 
mugriam Anglicanans, omma v My vvadia corradunthr. Torts te- 
tus ille libellus et recota crambe. : 

Optabile tamen et wt) reverends Patres illa que vere ſunt of- 
fendicula e medio mature tollant , omnemque ſcrupulum ſi fiert 

ofſit, examinant ex aniwis dubitantinn. Nimirumn ut#t in to 

libells haud pauca ſint que vel ex ignorantia , wel e partium ftu- 
dio profeita, gue cont@Qpiliran argumenta , tamen hand dubie 


nonnulla ſunt aus ſolidam reiponſronem poſtulant, .Quale ind __ 
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in ſepeliends formula : Ub; cadaver (forte nebu/onu improv: ) hu- 
wo commuittuar firma cercaque ſpe reſurre&ionis ad viram 
xternam. Onuam nemo quiſquam ſanus concipit. At Presbyter ua 
dieat, operiet, Hos atque alia certe quandin proſtant onmum 
ocults, nec 11ſdem ſatn aperte fiat . omnino vera eſſe ſalcemru- 
dibus & illiteratis atque avavTiegnle videbuntur. Hnde ſnſpr- 
ciones ac ſuſurri, odia mutua, invidie, animoſitates atque emnu- 
lationes, & quid malt,non inde oborietu; ? 

Neque par eſt ut ifta ſola prudenitſſims pretiſſimique Regis #r- 
geantur authoritate, alia; plurimum valitara ; ſiquidem in rebus 
ad religionems intime ſpeitantibus , ubi cum Deo dnmediate agi- 
tur, neceſſe eFft uti mandata ſua veritaie ratioae, snſitoque ſus pon- 
dere comvincant animos hommum ; Cateroqui humana (ola autho- 
ritate mixa I ſuffulta; dempta authoritate ila (quid enins ni de- 
mere poſſit pro ſo Re x arbitrio,' ſires exigat, ) ſua levitate ſpre- 
ta & contempta evaneſcent. 

But while the Epilcopal man acknowl=dgetk ſome miſcar- 
riages by ſome perſons under the Government of Biſhops , he 
enguires, Were there none commitred by the Pygsbyterians, 
In chat very time when they were Probationers for their New 
Government , and when Policy might have enclined chem to 
more plaufible and gentle aemeanour, whereby they mighr 
have won upon the afﬀfe&ions of the people > However, was 
ic reaſonable or equal, chat the faults of ſome one- or feiv, 
ſhould cedeund co the blame, yea ext:rpation of the whole 
Community ? Judge righteous judgement. Is ir juRt, char be- 
cauſe ſome Alderm:n have been faulcy in the Tranſa&ions of 
cheſe late times, therefore the whole rank and order of them 
(hould be caken away ? Or, becauſe ſome Presbyterians have 
been zealous and pragmatical in many unwarcancable ations, 
15 ic therefore juſt or reaſonable, that the whole order of Preſ- 
byters ſhould be extirpated ? 

.  Othattheſe divided Parties would leave off the blanſing 
one another, and would enquire, 
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5. Whertin they ought to agree, 


| 4 ipenwin preſencing certain Tenencs and Principles where- 
in chey would that all men ſhould agree. Hence the formula 
concordie was framed, and many ocher Confeſſions and Articles 
of Religion, as thole of the Church of England. - | 

Bur 1s wo:ththe enquiry , whether all theſe prerences of 
Agreement tend nor racher to diviſion and diſagreement than 
union amongſt men ; that in ſome particular Opinrons ſome 
might acsord , anti in others oppole all other men. To rhis 
purpoſe pains have been lately taken. | | 

Buc the iflus hath beenrent and div3/i0n : Becauſe they have 
endeavored ſuch an Union as ſhould be made by equivocal and 
amphibological Phraſes, which may be underſt6od and caken 
divers ways, which could hold men no longer rcgether rhan 
that Artifice was unridled. An4if men agreed in theſe Te- 
nents, then they were on this fide, or char , which gloried by 
encreaſe of thelr parry. 

Thus che Phariſees compaſled Sea and Land to make Proſe- 
tes. And many like them, have labored ro make men Ortho- 
dox, as they ſpeak, thar 1s, to bring men to their opinions, to 
think, 44 they thizk,, while mean time lirtle or no regard hatch» 
been had of the Chriftian life ; nor do men conſider, rhart ir 
matters not much cf what Religion or Opinion any man is, if 
he be a knave. 

The holy Scripture directs us not ſo much to Principles of 
Speculation, as to good affettion, life, and prailiſe. If thou do 
well, fc. Gen. 4. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to de well, &c. Elay 1, 
He hath ſhewen thee, O man, what 1s good,ctc. Micah 6. Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven 1s at hand. Bring forth fruits worthy 
amendment of life-, Marh. 3. In every Nation they thar fear 
God and work righteouinels are accepted of him. Otherwiſe, 
ro dogmatize, to know, ar believe, and hold this or rhat prin- 
c'ple, wirhour the life, affeftion, and ation, cur bono ? to what 
what purpoſe-1s it ? See what account the Spirit of God makes 

of 


YG Jp endeavors of molt men towards pacification, have been 
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of ſuch Theory and Faith, ſee Remmans 2. and James 2. 

What then 1s it Wherein we ſhould agree ? 

That wherein they who differ, and we all ought to agree, is - 

. the wiſdom and hfe of God in righteouſneſs and holineſs of truth. 

This w:;ſdow is begun in the fear of God : The propreſs of it, 
Is in faith and hope : The conſummation of it, is in the love of 

| God and our nerghbor. wg 

The life of God is that , from which we have been all alie- 
nated, and unto which we are again lovingly called. The ar- 
chetypon of this is God himſelf, who is our /ife ; and rhe Son of 
God who is our /ife, and the Spirit of God , which alſo is the 
Spirit of /ife. 

This bfeis explicated in righteouſneſs , which comprehends 
all graces and verrues ; of which chat Poet, whoſe verſes were 
accounted Oracles, ſaith, & &* lxawoov'vy ovwnfdvv res a'pln 51: 
which Tully curn'd, f«ſtitia 1n ſe ſe virtutes cominet omenes, Aud 
we may Engliſh ie , I» 71g breouſneſs all vertues are contained. 

The effeft of this righteouſneſs 14 peace ; whence another of 
the old Poets in his Genealogy of Vertnes aud Graces, Which 
he calls Geds, ſaith, eipivn S1idd's Wyalip, Peaceis the dangh- 
ter of TuStice and Equity. 

This divine life came forth frem the Lord in all puriry. This 
was prefigured by Eve taken our of Adays, that is the life 

*((11N) taken our of Chriſt, of whom rhen to come, Adam was 
a figure, Rom. 5. This Eve isthe mother of all choſe who 
truly live, as Hierwſalem is ſaid to be. the mother of ws all. 

As this /ife came ſpotleſs and pure our of Gods hands, ſoir 
muſt return unto him. And therefore Chr:iFt leved bis Church, 
and gave himſelf far it, that be might ſanflifie it, and cleanſe it 
with waſhing of water by the mod. , that be might preſent 11 to 
hinsſelf a glorions Church, not having ſpet or wrinckle,. or ary 
ſuch thing, but that it ſhonld be holy and without blemiſh, Ephe- 
fians 5. 25, 26, 27. Hitherto we are to be gachered, Ger. 49. 

. *Io. 2 Theſ.2.1, Hither end all the labors of rhe Biſhops and 
Presbyrers. Herein we all ought to meet, Epheſ. 4.13. 
This divine life hath been much obſcured and counterfeited 


by all ſorts of Philoſophers and falſe Chriſtians, and is ſaid oa 
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chat reaſon , ts be taken from he earth. The Lord Jeſus there-: + 
fore appeared to make diicovery of this day bfe, John 7: 
This #s life eternal ts know thee, ard whom thou haſt ſent , Telwes/ 
 C rift. And therefore rhe Apolile ſaich, that he hath conquers» 
ed death,and doth gari'Gowp, enlighten of ilinſfrare the dife which 
was darkened and obicuted betore, 2 7m, 1140. And ic is 
more and mere diicovered in the growth of it. 
For as there are different pes In the »atvral life, ſo likewiſe 
are there in the ſpirunal life, And che wiſdom of God enters n= 
to the holy ſouls according to the ages, Wiid. 9.279. To which 
purpoſe, the Apefile is io be underſtood , Ephei, 4 7. Wnre 
errery Ong of us 15 given grace according to the meaſure Tits Supsic 
I xx8i58, of the gift C brift, that is , of Cfriff bimſailf who is that 
gift, as our Lord calls Himſelf the gift of God, Johng. For ag 
che yibble ſun, by few or many and ofren revelutions, makes 
a like number of »arryal days or yeatsin the outward and vihble 
world ; af:er the ſame proportion, tn the inviſible and ſpirit» 
eual world, che ſun of Righteouſneſs lifrs up the light of his 
countenance on che ſouls of thoſe who fear bins , on whom bu 
ariſeth , Malach. 4.2. And accordingly make: ſome yorger, 
ſome elder , ſome 9/4 aged men, For if in truth and in Gods 
computarion , they were elder or y-uger, whom the world ac- 
counts ſuch, who ſhould be more full of days then Adans and 
Methuſala > Who yer are never, in all che Scriprure ſaid robe 
old men. Burt Abrahams the farher of the faickful, who had ſeow 
C br:ſts days, \« (aid to die in a good old age , and joſhua, Job, 
Dav'd, Jehoida , with ſome others, all children in reſpect of 
thoſe two, are vet ſtyled old yew and full of days ; when yer 
the eldeſt of them all , if we regard their natural life., inrhis 
outward world, came ſhort of Adam and Methnſala, many 
' hundred years. | 
The Wile man ſpeaks home to this, #r/doms 4. 8, 9. That 
honorable old age 1s not that which ftandeth in length of tinue, moy 
that is meaſured by number of years , but wiſdom 1s the gray hair 
ware menand the wnſperted life ts old age. And ſpeaking of Exeqh 
the yongeſt of all choſe Patriarchs , in regard of natural life, 
and the father of erbyſals the oldeſt ; he bring made _ in 
E 4 e 
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a ſhort time , fulfilled along time. They who are grown upin 
this-divine wiſdom ad life of God, are ſaid co be old men and 
Senators, | Thus y40ft5,, are Ambaſſadors \, ſuch as are"'im- 
ployed in that” hono:able-Fanttro, '2 Cor. 5. - So they were 
called Apyflles, becauſe chey were ſent by che Lotd , what ever 
their natural age Was. ej | -” 

They who were further growen up in the d:/viwve mſdom and 
life of riphteouſ! neſs, were called mgeofuTepu - Prerbyters or E!- 
ders; Andfrom rhe name Presbyter, otherwiie Priefler, Prieſts 
have cheir name by a contraction. i 

* Which is an honorable title , and fuch as was common with 
princes ;,* as the Prieff of On, Gen. 41. may be as well rendred, 
the' Prince of "On. \ David's ſons were EIYIMA Privces , 
2 Sam.8.1$. jer.'5.31. They whowere the moſi aged and 
eldefi'in this diwine life ; were the Apoſtles or rhe Biſhops their 
Succefſors ; whence Cl-mens Alexandri:us Lib. 6. Strom. 
41 XarTh THY OXKANOIGLY DESKO TAL MTV Tay , ps Guripar axover, 
. Proficiencies of rhe Church of Biſhops, Presbyrers, Deacons. 
$o that neither Brſhops nor Presbyters are of their own , or any 
other mans making ; or of men,nor by men, Gal. 1, 1. Paul 
planteth, and Apollo watereth, but the Lord himſelf giveth the en- 
creaſe. For as innacural aggeneration, the man may ear and 
drink, bur rhe encreaſe 1s nor in his choice , he carnor add one 
Eubir to his ſtature ; evem ſo a man may partake of ſpirirual 
- nourt/hments, and feed on farth , but his excreaſe and proficrexcy 
is not in his one choice, bur the Lord gives ir. And Sr. Peter 
 ſhews wherein his Presbytery coniitted, vrz.in the participation 
of the dearh and life of Chriſt, x Peter 5. 1. A wrneſs of the © 
ſufferings of Cbrift, and alſo a partaker of the glory that (hall be 
revealed. 

And St. Paul proves his Apoſileſhip by his Gehr of che Lord, 
and he rells che Elders of Ephe/ns, that the holy Gheft had 
made rhem overſe r5 or Biſhops emoneass, AF. 20. 

' Bur theſe were made 1mmediately of Cod, we read of rhoſe 
alfo who were made by men. 7. 1.5. However thar be rrue, 
yer mans cnſtirurion of Elders, preſuppoſerh (ods preceding 
work in them. Thus the Lord commands Afoſes to look our 
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ſuch Eldeys as he knew to be ſuch, Num. 11. Andin our erdine- 


ti2n, the perſons ro be ordained, ate required co glve an account 


what motions and inclination of Gods ſj iric they have haddiſ- 


poling chem ro that holy furttion, And in this regard the 


Apoſtles, and cher Mimifters of the Church are called Geds 
gifts wato yen , Eph. 4. Nor doth our Lord any where ſay, 


chat he will put anend unto, or change that diſpenſation : ſo 
that We may always expect thoſe gifts from God unto: his 
Church, uncill the //x&ion or ſpirit of God ſo reach ſome men, 
that they ſhall not need thar any min teachthem. Such a 
Rare there is , whereunce ſome had atcained, unto whem St. 
John Wrote, I Fob 2. 27+ 1 he anointing which ye have received 
of hims, abideth in you ; And ye need not that any man teach you, 
but as the ſame anointing teacheth you of all things, &c. 

Whereas therefore 1eme at this day diſpute avian an 198- 


mediate call from Ged , they go about ro take away Gods pre- 


venting work,when he gives his gifts unco men ; andrtake che 
whole work of making A4:/ters unco chemlelves ; ſo thac 
ſuch are not Af1mſters of God, bur mans onely ; becauſe they 
have not Gods mediate call co the Miniſtry, nor his preven+ 
ting work in chem. -- | ES om 

I am aware of a doubr, which this aſſertion leaves behind ics 
For if the A4:mters of the Church be of Gods making in ſuch 
a ſenſe as I have ſhewen, how then dechthe King make Arch- 
bijhops, and Biſhops, and other Miniſter; of that Hierarchy > 
* I anſwet: Both may conſiſt. For as the Gad of order hah 


made man according ro als 7age, which eſpecially conſiſts in | 


his dominion over the crearutes ; ſo he hath made Kings and 
Potemates and generally the highty Poxers in a more peculiar 
manner afrer his :mage , Which conſiſts in dominion over men; 


whence ir is that he hath diftinguithed mankind, inco ſuperiors . ; . 
and inferiors, and ſtampr his charager and mark of diflinRion  . 


upon both. On Kings , Petentates and the, hig her Pawers, ho 
hach imprinted #s#/rum Dez, ſaith Aquinas, mach of God ; and 


ſo makes chem like himſelf, Gods, as the Scripture calls chem; ,g 


and our Lord acknowledgerh them ſuch , and gives the reaſon,'>(alm 81. 
ke calls chem Gods, to whom the word, viz, the eſſential word of Fob.ta 33 
| F 2 ; ; 
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God came , by whew Kings reign (ſo Irena underſtood it) vo 
whom che word and image of God came , andchiar gives them 


15am. 10 new hearts, and turns theme into other men , and \o makes them as 


& 12.6, 


the Lord is faid to have wade Hoſes and Aaron, that is, ad- 
wvenced them, as our Tran{lators render the word. $47 
. For befides thoſe perſonal endowments of rhe higher powers, 
no doubt other Gratie gratss ate the'e are attending on thoſe 
tigh Feu:(trons. Wot ye not, ſaith Joſeph, that ſuch a man as I can 
drvine ? And Caraphas ſpake not that of himſelf , but being the 
high Prieſt that year, he propbefied, ſaith St. Jobs. When a mul- 
cifude of men {god abouc rhac fiery furnace , whereinto che 
three caprives were caſt, Nebuchadnez.ear alone faw the fourch 
who was like the Son of God. Cur 1:bi foli innoru't? Taich 
Hippolyrus, How cameſt chou afone to fee this Þ He gives rea- 
fon ; The heart of the King is inthe hani of God. | 
"Now as the Gedof Order inwardly enables the hrgher powers, 
by the impreſſion of his :9/age, ſo.he makes them ourwardly ro 
be acknowledged ſuch by imprinting on chem chat excellency 
efdisnity and honor which we call fa'efty,which is originally 
In:God himſelf, from whom it is derived to Kings and Gover- 
wors, his 114g es on earch, as even the Philoſopher could ſay. A 
CharaRer ſo indelible, rhar even in che wracks and downfalls 
of Princes, it might yer be diſcerned; For ſo we read, thar the 
Romain Lior an able yong man and armed, being ſenr to kill 
Haring the Conſul, now proſcribed, decrepit, unarmed, alone, 
tmpriſoned, yer he durſt no: firike him, being himſelf firſt 
ſtricken wich the Majeſty of Marine. And when the news was 
brouzt to Yeſpaſan , that Virelimi was overthrowen , there 
ſuddenly appeared in his countenance, a /uftre of Maeſty never 
obſerved before. Such was that which appeared in the face of 


Feeleſ.2. Ffoſes , ſo thar the people could nor behold him. The wiſdom 


Num. I I, 
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3 King. 10. 
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of a mu: maketh bis face to ſhine , ſaith Solomin. The like may 
be arouedyn the” ſeventy Elders, in Gideon, in Sawl, in David, 
in Solomon. oF 

For as the Ged of . Order makes this impreſſion of Marefty 
in ſuperiors, ſo be imprinterh an agnition of it in i»feriors. 
There went # bantl- of men after Saul , whoſe hearts God had 


tonthed . 
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fenched, 1 Sams. 10. And be i z, ſaich Droid, who fubdues the 
- people under me. He 1115 Who toucherh the heaters wich love of 
fear,or hope, of ſome other way beſt known ro himſelf, and ſo 
wins them co ſubmiſſion. For indeed who can conceive ir 
other then divine ordination that ſo many multitudes of men 
of ſo varieus, fo centrary ratwrer , rewpery, difpoſinions, [ndge- 
weents , &c. ſhould all ſubmir and yield ſubjeRion yo one or 
' few of the ſame mold and like affettions > Surely it is no orher 
then the Lords doing, and ic is wonderful in oureyes. 

This generally and neceflarity premiſed, we may add ſome 
what more particularly concerning the Kings of this Land, 
That our Common Laws acknowledge them to be certain Geds 
upon earth, and aſcribe unto them a kinde of exymipreſerce, 
and «ubiquity, perfettiox, and 1mortality, and other excellencies 
like rho!e of the divine nacure. | 

And if our Laws avd Lawyers acknowledge thoſe, and aſcribe 
chem generally io their Kings , how muck more ſhonld the 
Divines own in their good K1ngs, nor onely choſe which che 
School-men call gratie gratis date, bur much more the gratie 
gratuns faciextes, as the divine wiſdom and piety, boſs gal 
mercy,and compaſſion, &c. Such as , withour flatrery, all im- 
partial me= own in our preſent Soverargn , even in their emi- 
nency, togerher wirh a ſpirit of diſcerning. | 

Whereby he is enabled co diſcover the ſeveral profictencies 
and growths of Gods graces in good men, according co the 
encreaſe of God in chem. When therefofe he conferres digni- 
ties on perſons duely qualified , he owns the gifts of God in 
them. Which becauſe it is difficulc, the wiſe man referres che 
Kings derem'nation unto anhigher princile no other then di- 
vine, Prov 16.19. whers he ſaith,that a d:vixation, divine ſentence, 
or oracle 15 in the Lys of the King ;, his mouth tranſgreſſeth not wn 
judgeniem. And although chere are wha would reſtrain this ro 
c:v1l affatres, 2nd the decifion of them ; yer according to that 
preſence of God with Kings , Wiſe aud good Kings, Soloygrn yay 
be underftood to fpeake we matters , and the difpoſing, 
and ordering of them atſo. , whereas Ejuſdem poreffatis of 
tollere & ponere, ir: betongs to the ſame porer to put 'our of 


place, 
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place , and pur in place, ro diſhonour and dignifie; the King 
hath a precedenc for borh in the wiſe Solomon , who thruſt ont 
Abiathar from being Prieft unto the Lord , 1 King 2, 27. And 
Verſe 35. be put Zadok the Prieft in. the room of Abiathax. 
Aud alchough Zellarmin would nor have Solomon do this we Rex 
bur #3 Propheta, not as a King, but as a Prophet, what is chat 
digingion worth, 1f che King be guided wich che ſame good 
ſpiric of God? as hath been ſhewen. 

Would God theſe ungrareful nations did not 'too much ' 
verifie whar is propheſfied of theſe laft crimes, 2 Eſdr. r5;16, 
They ſhalt not regard their King nor Princes ! © that the 
charager which Gildas Sapriens gave of the Britains before the 
Conqueſt, and cheir unthankfulneſs co their beſt Kings, were 
nor-ro9 true of many In this preſent generation | Sr quz Regus * 
mitior & veritatt aliquatenus proprier, in hunc quaſi Britan- 
me ſubverſerem , 0mm odia telaque fine reſpefin,  contor- 
quebantur. If any of cheir Kings were more milde. or meek, 
.and ſomewhat neerer re the truck, all their hacreds and darts 
were caſt againſt him'wichour reſpe&, as the ſubverter of Bri- 
tary. How true of choſe is thar which was long fince ſaid of the 
King of Englavd, that he was Rex diabelorum ? O that we all 
knew, and duely confidered , what a ſeaſex, what a divine 
leaven of life and righteouſneſs , what a cement of love and waity, 
. what a binding chord reconciling of all }jarrirg diſſonancies and 
differeces, our good God hath tenc among us, (as appeares by 
all his Proclamations , and eſpecially his late Declaration con- 
cerning Eccleflaſtical Affaires , in all which breathes a ſpiric of 
life and righreouſneſs, love, unity, and peace,) thar we mighc 
walk worthy of him | Then would the divided Parties the bet- 
ter know, 


_6. How they may be perſwaded wnie peace. 
[8 RYAYg have our gracriorm Kiy 
ſelf umpires theſe very dy 
parties; whichix he propercy 
_- rue that Trans and #ſwrpers 


s emvinent example , who him- 
rences between the divided 
viſe and good prince. Icis 
Dn hoe bin wont eicher 
ro 


. | 

to find,or make and nourtſh Differences among the people, that 
their emulacions and animotfiries being ſpenc uponcheir oppo- . 
fire reipegive FaRions, rhey might have no leiſure ro look tn- 
to, or difturb the ſecurity of their Oppreflors ; as a cerrain- 
Player at Rome, when the Pretoy asked him of whar profefſien 
he was, rold him , That he was one of them , who why/*d the 
populacy , that they might not have rime to conſider, prevent, and 
hinder bus knavery.  i.pon this ground Aachiavel caught his 
Sci:olars this Leflon, Drvide,& ipera; Divide, and rule : He 
had lea.ned chis Maxime of his Turor the great Abadder.and 
A polljon. 

Quite contrary hath been the. praQice of all good Kings, 
. Princes, and Governors, and our Soveralgns, one of the bett of 
them, to affimilate their people , and render them like unco 
themſelves in vertuorns and holy life, and io ro :vle chem in wne- 
ty, peace and concord, Amd what enmity they cheriſh among 
their Sub:eR&s, 17s no ocher than what they learned of cheir 
Severaign, the King of kings , who pur enmity be:ween the ſeed 
of the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent, even the Law of C om- 
mandments , Ephe!. 2. whereby they may become en2mies to 
fin and iniquicy. An 1 this exzz:ty drives out the. fin, thar Da- 
V4 quiturbat omnia, Which breaks all peace with God and man. 
Happy, th:ice happy they who enure themlelves unto ſuch con- 
tention , a$ is Wholly exerciſed upori the exemes of their own 
keuſe ! Such reflex ations guided by divine witdom, rend r6 
che {ubduing of our brutiih affeRions. Such exmty 1s ſafe, 
while ic is employed at home ; bur when it breiks forth of 
doors, and becomes di:ected by the earthly, ſer(ual, aivellifh 
wildem, wir ever the prerence may be, It tends to confuſion 
and every evil work; as hewho aimed ar a beat, bur flew a 
man, Such fire 1s tafe and ſerviceable on the hearth, bur what 
- 15 moce unlafe, more deftrugive, what devours and conlumes 
more, when it comes abroad ? 

We have heard how exempl-ry the King is in this very buſt- 
, neſs. And how pewertful (ucha royal leader is, may appear by 
\.- thar a{moſtproverbial verſe, +. _ 

a Kegis ad exempinns torn ceompominr orbig. 
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Th' whele world's compor'd co ch' patern of a King. 


A— 


How much more prevalent ought his preceps and example - 


eo be wichus, where the King of k;»gs, whotn eur King and al 


other good K ings own as their Severa'gn > Heic 18 who is the 


Anthor of Peace and Lever of Concord , the God of peace, Phil, 


4 9. The Sonof Godis the Proxce of peace, Eſay g. 6. His 
Principal eype of Kingr , is Jeatidiah the beloved of the Loyd, So- 
| lomon the peateable, as his names ſpeak him, and ſuch was his 
re;gn, His p:incipal type of Prieffs,was the peaceable Hlelchiſedes, 
the prizft of peace, yea the King ot ir, King of Salem , which is 
King of peace , Heby. 7. 2. His Prophets are the Meſſengers of 
_ peace, Eſay 25. His Argels firſt proclamed peace, Luke 2. His 
Apoſtles and Miniſters ace the preachets of peace. hlis Gofpel 
Which chey preached , is the (z0'pel of peace, Epheſ, 6.15. flis 
way Is the way of peace, Luke 1. 79. He btmiclf ts the preacher 
of peace, Epheſ. 3. the peace-makgr , ye? the Very eſſential peace 
zr ſelf, Eph.2.14, Thus God the Father by hu Sin, bu A; gels, 
bis Prophets , bus Apoſiles , bis Minijiers promote this Common 
peace among men. And his de/gn and end 15 the very higheft, 
Hmen and C:immunien with i1ms elf in hu divine nature ; For 
which the Scn of Gd »ray<s :n behalt boch of his Apoſtles, 
John 1y.2.19.and of -l| rhote who (no\bbelieve on him through 
cheir word, chat thev may be one e2e% a4 the Father and Son are 
one, 20,21,22. ITh's is chart clorious exd wherear God him- 
ſelf aimes in his precepts of pea.e , that we may he par akers of 
Chrift, Heb. 3.14. That we mav be partakers and communica» s 
w the divine nature \t ſelf, 2 Pet. 1 4. 7 hat our fellowſhip may 
be with the Father and his Son Teſws Chrift, 1 John 1. 3. That 
God may 68 allin all, 
" If fo high aims are 2t the advancement of our peace and wny- 
#y, ſhould we be wanting'ro our felves in the endeavoring af- 
cer ſo great a Bleſſing a8 the Bleſſing of Peace ? Ic is the firſt 
good reftimony wherewich we finle che Sons of 7aceb hanour- 
ed, thar they were peacrable. T he/e men are peaceable amor 
ws , Om. 14.21. And the Primirive ſpiritual Seve of Jace 
were wondred at, See how the C hrifitars leve ove avether. Nor 
" bs there any rhing fomuch waning co che felicity of _—_—_ 
[/ 
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the Iſrael of God in this nation , hh M rrue inhericing theſe tws 
imonmes of Love and Peace, which invite and draw down 
the Bleſſing of everlaſting Life, Love, and Peace, For where 
brethren dwell rogerher inunity , there the Lord commanded tha 

tu Bleſſing and Life for evermorg. Nor is chere any doubr, bur 
were We uhniced in love and peace., the Spirit of hfe, love,” and 
Prace would be upon us. For the promiſe 15 made to thoſe who were 
then afar off, as we are, Aits 2. Phil. 4. 

Confider this Idea , this mage of life, love, andipeace , and 
look inwardly into thy ſelf who ever thou.art , Ep:ſcopal .or 
Presbyterian, whether thou finde ic living in thee. Confider.the 
patern, and be aſhamed of rhy pride and ambicon, thy ſtrife and 
contention, And remember ics required in chart myſtical Ordi- 
nance touching the: Goſpel-Priefthood, Ezck,44-14. That all 
the Priefts of the Lord be the ſons of Zadee, nor ſuch ſons of 
Zadec who were Saddxces , who deny rhe reſurre&ion, and 
che reward of the Juſt in the life ro come , but juſt and righ- 
teens perſons; ſuch as the ſons of Zadoc, humble and lowly,nor 
proud, nor ambicious, not contending who ſhould ſeem to be the 

reatefF. The ſons of \Z adec are faithful and true in what ever 
they ſpeak, Theyare merciful. and compatſionare , liberal and 

bountiful, full of almi-deeds, lovers of hoſpicality, lovers of 
_ good things and good men, ſober, juſt, holy, temperare. Such 
mult the ſons of Z1doc be, rhat rhey may be like unts rhar rrue 
Z adoc, that Jwuit One, Aﬀts 22.14. that humble, faithful,mer- 
ciful High PrieFt, Heb. 2.19, 3 ; 

For indeed why (mybrechren of the Presbyrery) ſhould we 
above all other Parties, and4divided Judgements, be the moſt 
ambirious of ruling over others ? Is ir our learning that puffs us 
#p ? There are, no doubt, many Learned men among us-in our 
way : yetarechere alſo many, whom we oppoſe, nor inferior 
ro us in che knowledge of che Scriptures, to ſay no-more, Or 


is ir our obedience to what we know, that makes us ſeem to our - | 


ſelves berrer then other men, and worthy . ro gevern.them ? 

(For pride. is a worm that ſomerime breeds even in the trees of 

righteouſneſs, Blay 61..3.). Surely ſome of choſe, whom many 

of us molt deſpiſe, have more hair fanding of 4 
an 
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Sndace more huinble; more telf-denying, more parient, more” 
obedient unco the Truth, then che moſt of us are. Andinr 
ſon they muſt be ſo: For they who aim ar the +pe?feft life, ng 
' bel eve it poſſible robe 'obcained , 'rhey muſt have che lift "more 
abundantly, then they who bel;eve'1t robe rmpeſſible; as the'mott 
of us d0. Becaufe belief graips and lays hold onthe power; Elſay: 
27. and hope is the ground of. all endeavor: where therefore 
there is no ſuch belief or bype of rhe perfett life, there can be no 
earneFF endfxver to obtain theſime!' The-gfearer exdeavor, the 
grearer is the atcainment ; 'as he who aiths at the Swn', ſhoots 
higher tHan'he who aims at the Hor. = HLAED 
_ Oris it your wealth, or ſtrergth, or confidence in the joynt- 
Commonmtalth-intereſt , which you inveigled long ſince inco 
your party , 'Which raiſech your «wsbit104 2? They nave found, 
that ſhould you compaſs your grad deſign, it would nor coun- 
- tervail the #lood and treaſure which hath been already ſpent in 
vain. They reſt ſatisfied that your miſplaced zeal hath unde- 
ceived them; ſo that they judge it much more ſafe to expiare 
that errour, whereinto you lead them, then ro engage ina 
new, leſtche lacrer prove worſe then the former, | 

Befides, are you not aware , how little warrant you have 
from the holy Scriprures for any ſuch enterprize ? Doth nor 
that oracle flte in your faces , which ar orher rimes is much in 
' your mouthes, wot by might, nor by power but by my ſpirit ? (aith 
che Lord of hoſts; © F: | PLE 

Do you not perceive that ſo doing , you ſhould not erult in 
the true God, bur in your Mammon ? You cannot ſerve beth 10- 
gether. Nay, ſhould you not forſake the Lord of heſfs , and he- 
neour the God of forces ? Dan, 11. 38. 

Or have you ſuch power, think you, wich the yude multitude, 
| that ye canby them promiſe your ſelves advancement of your 
cauſe? Or can you hope for like pr-ſperaus ſucceſs (if ir can be 
call'd preſperous,which 18 founded on A taxy, Anarchy and Com- 
Fuſion, ) that a prime Reformer of yours boaſted of, when be, 
by infinuations with the popslacy, had changed the' Government 
of a &ttain City, Hac fece hom'num evicimus ? By theſe dregs 
of men, ſaith he ; we ebta;ned owy purpoſe, Believe it, they are 

_ become 
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become ſo-wiſe.by coſtly ard blood) experierice, Favdy £71 vine 
;yro, that, asby 2 ſftratagems in war, they will nor. be deceived 
a /ec0nd time. For although thege may be ſome. ignorany £&4+ 
lo:5; Who are lead by your parſe-ſtrings, qr example, of counſel, 
or zutreaty , .andoihers who know no becter.ching;, , may.folow 
198.incheir. /impitcity ; Ye: the generalicy of the people, being 


. ſenſible onely of an outward auſterity, and. formal pretenſion of 


Godlineſs without any, conviction of inward power and ef ficacy, 
they will nor hazzard a cut finger for the, advancement; of. your 
Government. Yea,(ome wile men .concelve,that you, would.nor 
ſocagerly  oppole the .antieut Government of, the Church with 
your zovelty , butthat you fear. your former bold emterprizes 
would nor be ſafe, without actempting ſomemhat thats worſews 
Brewibus Gyaris ant carcere dignum. Or, that. by indulgence 
and.favour, you may come off, among thoſe of your pargys With 
the repurarion of reſolure and conſc:extious men. Or, thag ſome 
principal ftick/ers and leaders among you may have their. con- 
ſcience better informed. with a Deanary ov». Bilkeprick. Qs, de- 
cauſe there are ſome unquier and unpeaceable ſpiiics among 
you , Who conceive;thar; dehvig prearonce, imypiety,,and:all 
ircligion would, violen:ly,break1nto che Church, unleſs they 
flood 1n the gap to keepit our. Alas, , Good men ! They are 


; like choſe lictle waodden ſtatues-which are ſer under che main 


beames of an beu/e, wi.h yery. pireous faces:,.as if jhey bare up 
the whole: building , .yhereas.indeed ,. were they taken.anays 
the houſe,would tand, yery.,well-withour them,” ,,, , - «1 (+ -f 

Bur whar 1s their prerence ?: They conceive. the . Chriſtian 
faithis in hazzard', and would be lelt , if they Rood not upin 
defence of it. And therefore chey alledge ſcripture for wats 
rant, of cheir contention that they may fin by the Boph,,, For why t 
They ought, as theyi{ay ,' to-coptend for.the faith that once was * 
given tothe Saints, Je verie, 3, Thar 1s ({ach che Glats of 
che Crarro Bible,) againſt the aſſaults of Satan and Heretichs. 
Whence ſome gather, thac they ſhould fre with others forthe 
Apoſtelical faith. Burt treaſon; men ough linktogonterd fer 
the faith ance given tothe Saints ,. that !t,might he 1 them /elwves, 
viz. fauh.in Chriſt che wiſdom of Go2, and poyer of God, 

F* G3 
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2 Cor. 't, That faith, that is, rhe ob:drence of faith, as Rom 1. 
and 16. That  v1ftoriome - faith which overcomes the world. A 
1 John 5-4. Whereas therefoze ſome then ,as ar this day, had: 
broughc in a lazy krnde of ip1agination, Which they called faith, 
that C hriff had done ard ſuffered all things for thems ; and ſo be- 
came ungodly, and turned the grace of God into wantonneſs, 
and ſo framed, that þ 4 race might abound 5 And io they denyed ? he 
Lord Teſws Chriſt the onely Lord , when they obeyed other Lords, 
as Eſay 26.-''And precended impotency, werkneis, and intbili- 
todo the will of our onely'Lord and Saviour Jeſi's Chriſt, 
Cle Jude exhorred to contend for the trve faith once delive- 
red ro the Saints. For had we the tr#e faith, which was once 
grver to the Saints , it would no doubt empower us againſt all 
wngedlineſs, and all wantonneſs, yea all the luſt of the fleſh, luſt of 
the eyes, and the pride of life ; which are all that vin the world. 
1-John 2.16,” And che true faith i the vittory that overcomes 
that world; 1. John 5.4. Which fatth , wereitin us, it would 
oVercome that pride of life, whence comes this contention, who 
ſhould ſeem co bo the greateſt 
'- Bur chey will have no Peace, chey ſay, without Truth. This 
is an old juggle, whereby the credulous and ignorant mvlticutle 
were ſeduced inco the late War, and ſo perſwaded ro believe 
alice. Nor bur'that peace i-, and ought ro be joyned with rrwurh, 
2s Zech. $ 16.19: and eliewhere. But is not peace 11ſn fond 
coupled wich righteouſneſs? Eſay 32. 19. and with holneſs, 
Heb 1 2.14. an | /ove, Pſalm 1 19:165. and parity, James 3.17. 
And whar Truth is that which 1s joyned with Peace ? Is it not 
nocociouſly known, that chey are wonr to call cheir Prixciples 
and Opimons which they have choſen to hold, by the glorious 
name of 7r#th, according to which they account themſelves, 
and would be atcounted by others, Orthodox ? | 
-* Bur dorh nor our Lord Jeſus call himſelf The Truth ? John 
14-6. Now mark what kinde of Tr*th the Lord Jeſus 1s, Ephe- 
fians 4.20. Te have net ſo learnt Chriit if at leaft ye have heard 
hine, and have been taught in him, as the Truth ts in Teſs , that 
Je put off arcording to the former converſation, the old 11an, which 
#% corrupt according to the deceitful Infts , and be renewed inthe 


ſpirit 
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ſprrit of your munde ; and that je put on the new man, which after 
G1d is Created in righteouſneſs and holineſs of Truth, Whence 
follows ir#:b in ſpeech, wherefore purting away the lie, ſpeak, 
ze every #xe truth to bus neighbor, Ge, This truth they had fearn- 
ed. ro whom Sc. Jobn wroce, 1 John 2. 21. 1 have not written 
unto you, becanſe ye know not the truth , but becauſe ye know jt, 
and.tha! nol.e# of the truth. This 1s the Tr#:þ unco which the 
erue Peace is ,oyned, and Wirhour which there is no Peace. 

Wherefore, beloved Brethren, ler us beware, leſt undec 
whar "prerence ſoever , we break. rhe om of the Church, 
or the peace of the Nation ; either of which ought ro be more 
dear unto us than our own lives. Let us take heed, O let us 
adviſedly, ſeriouſly, and rimely rake heed, brethren, leſtcon- 
crary to the praiſe of Chriſt, and the boly Apoſtles, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the unbel'eving Jews and Heachens, and 
ſome Lealors of our own, we go about to reſorm the world. Ir 
was ſaid of the Lord Jeſus, chat be perverted the Nation, when 
be converted it ; and of the Apoliles, that they turned the world 
upſide down; when, by the weapons of their ipiritual warfare, 
they caſt down imaginations, and every high thing that exalt- 
edit ſelf againſt the knowledge of God , andexalred the hu- 


—_ and meekneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. They never wen: abour 


ro reform aperple, by raiſing Riots, Routs, and Twmults, They 
were not the Apoſtles, but the unbelieving Jews , who moved 


' with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſort, 
and gathered a company , and ſet all the Cuy in an mproar, 


AQs 175+ | 
Ler us beware, beloved Brethren, leſt we go abour to re- 


form the Church, as the woman did when (he ſought her groar, 
accordin? to an old falſe reading of the vulgar Tranſlation, 
Luke 15.8. evertit domuns, ſhe everturned the houſe, when ſhe 
ſhould have onely ſwept zt, according torhe rrue reading ever- 
rit domums. For ſurely the wiſe woman, the Church, ſceki 

the Lords image loſt in his Coin [ Mas, | by the light of « 

Lords C andle, which is his Spirit, Prov.20.27. ſhe (weeps and 
cleanſes che houſe from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit , until ſhe 
finde her Lords image in righteauſnc[s and huline(s of Truch, and 


I 
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{6 becomes reformed and renewed in che ſpirit of her minde.” "i 
© This, this is the tr#e Reformation of the ' Church , not ever- 
turning it; as Berti ſaich we do, when We go about to reforms . 
5, O ler us prove him a falſe-prophec,; who hach thete words- 
in his' Breviarum torus Orby terrarum', page 7. Hubent hoc 
proprium 'Calvanite, ut ftatim m quim wrepſerunt , evertaut, 
peque ante conguieſcant quam ipſs rerum putiantur. Irriſores, twr- 
bulent!, factiofs, drſputaces, ingrati, arrogantes ſupra quam aics 
ayt cred; poteft, hoſtes C ath»licorum juratiſſim; , quique non ran- 
rum iþ/i mhil confernyt. ad repellendam imminentens C hriſtianorum 
tervicibus Turcarum vim ; (ed etiam motis wnteſtinis drſſidus 
belliſqu? impediu't alios Reges id conantes , quin  opes vireſque 
ipſerum 2 communt ho5te averſas 1 mutuam Chriftians um per- 
mciem concitant.  Atrque hoc ipſis e8F reformare Eccleſiam. 

I ſhall leave this upon your ſprr:ts ſadly ro be thoughe upon; 
and ſpeak.a word unto my Brethren of Epiſcopal perſwaſiox. 

| I know many of you, beloved Brethren, and I believe : here 

are far many more 1nthis and our neighbor Nation of [reland, 
eminent in wiſdom and piety, men of pro:ound learning , ſo- 
ber, grave, juſt, prudent, &c. who have been refined and purt- 
fied in the farnace of humiliation, and'are come forth as veſſels 
of honor fir for their Maſters uſe. Theſe are apr dvdyes, 
perſons who have far tranſcended the envy of their perſecu- 
rers: And having been turned into Rrange Countreys . have 
declir'd eviden:ly what difference there 15 becween dTaid\w/os 
and' Tera Þivuevs, one wlcarned and learned. Unro theſe 1 
ſay onely, Matti eftete, proceed and ſhine torch as lights-of rhe 

urch. f 

To you I ſpeak, who have been Szfferers alſo, bur, if report 
not onely.of your enemies, but even of your friends alſo 
wrong you nor, ſome of you have not improved your ſuffer- 
' inbs co rac advantage of your own fouls , or the Church of 
God, ſothat you cannot rruly and experimentally ſay, /r rs 
good for us that we have been af flitted. I 

Are not many of you returned the very ſame men you were, 
onely worſe, as being more heightned witch pride , more em- 
bictered wich envy, more enflamed with wrath, more-enlarged 
micif deſire of revenge ? * - Atqui 


! 


. Arqui cum peccata carnalia plus habeart infamie, ſpiritualia 
plus de naturapeccatt, { quod ſanttus Gregoring "2 Ht Fama 
 eaſtreparcam, Lative vos paccits alloguar. Amnt e vohis eſſe, 
(at ſpero cor admodum pauces eſſe), qui ventri nminm indulgent, 
wHlno ſe pocnlis provecant, munant. ſe pluſculum, cc, An non 
hec idem 1pſum vitium eft , quad pienti ſſimus Rex hand feret in 
ea'uls, hand feret in4treſji agaſone? Anidem ipſum tulerit . in 
HMimftro Dei > Am non eitam vos illt feciales, qu contra hec. fla- 
gitia moreſque vitioſos, prudemiſſim Regis immicitias indicutts ? 
Qua fromte utcunque caperata 1chibetts ullud, quod vita licentiors 
comprobaiis? Pudet hec epprobria vobis, Et aics potmiſſe & non 
petmiſſe refelli, On 
Are ye they who are come out of that great tribulation ? Rev. 

7. 14: ſhauld not then your garments be made white in the blood 
of the Lamb ? Should not you be planted in che likeneſs of 
| his death, and ſo be made allo like unto him in his ; ure, in- 
nocent, and (porleſs life and reſurrection ? So ſhould you be 
fic ro (ay in way of thankfulneſs, with chat Heavenly Quire, 
Bleſsing. and glory, and wiſdem, and tharksgiving, and hover, 
and power, and m ght, be unto our God for ever ad ever |! Amen. 
This 1s an heaverty Doxol:gy when the Leaverly life ſpeaks ir. 
Ocherwite an unholy, debauchs, and vicious life 1s the greateſt 
ingrarirude, e:peclally ina P;eft. ; 
; For What honor, Wha: glory can be to God, what profit 1s ir 
une? you. or to the Chu:chof God, thar holy hands have been 
Laid upon you and char you be made Prieſts, if by a lintul life 
' you ctthonor «© od ard rhar holy function , and render your 
ſelves unfic for le diſcharge of 1t? Flatrer nor your ſelves, 
nor pleaie your ſelves in that honorable name of Prieſts ; and 
tha- rhereby you have power to binde and looſe, ſo thar whoſe 
ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto them , and whole fins ye 
retain, they are retained, - Do you conhider what that worthy 
name iinpores ? Is not a Priefs ſuch an one a5 1s growen up un- 
ro the o/d age of Chriſt > Epheſ. 4. And dare you in your nex- | 
_ age, while yer you are. ſubjeX ro che fins incident 'unco the 

ſpiritual child-hvod , and before you are ſo ſtrong as to over- 


come the evil one , date you aflume to your ſelves the power 
of 
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of binding and loofing , even winle you your ſelves are bound 
wich the chaines Four own (ins ?. Can you think that ſuch 
reac works as are binding and looſing , are annexed to yout 
perſons, or to the due qualifications of the Prieflhord , and iuch 
as ought to bein you ? There is no doubt , bur , as the Prieff 
under the law, had kill co pur difference berween holy ard un 
holy, and clean aud w1clean, which he could nor do, if he drank 
wine or ft:ong drink, before he went into the Tabernacte of 
the congregation, Lev.10.ſo neither can the Goſpel Prieſt difcerf 
berween holy and unholy, righteouſneſs and unrighteouſneſs, pure 
and wnnpure, ſoas to bind or looſe, if he be drunk with wine 
wherein 1: exceſs, or drunk, and not with wine , Eſa) 29.9. as 
with the ſpirir of opinion. | f 
O my beloved b:ethre n, the Goſpe/ Prieſt muſt well under- 
tand the nature of fin and corraption , and remprtarion unto 
fin , and the devices of Satan, and meanes and ways how to 
eſcape chem ; He 1s the ſprritual man who jndgeth all things, 
=P Cor, 2-I5. Who b nowes the mind of the Lord * Rom.aa. 24+ 
 Whohath the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2. ult. Such a Prieft is able 
and fit ro bi»de ard looſe, as having received the ſpitir of God, 
and been endued with power from above. Otherwiſe irs great 
boldneſs, and preſumption for any man to aſſume ſuch 
ower untohimſelf. And what, my Brethren, emboldens you 
ereunto? Becauſe, you ſay, you are made Prizfts : And 
cherefore you preſume to take the Apoſtles authority for your 
patern, to whom rhe Lord Jeſus ſaid, Theſe ſins ye remit , they 
areremitted unto them, and whoſe ſins ye retain, they are retained. 
John 20. 23. O when ſhall we deal ſincerely an4 imparrcially 
wich the holy Scriprcures ! How dfren do men cite the divine 
reſtimonies, as the devil- alledged part of Pſalm 91. 11, 12. 
roour Saviour, Math. 4. 6. Where he leaves our what was 
moſt -neceflary ro be underſtood ? And in this caſe of great 
mament, men dothe very ſame ; For where our Lord ſaith, 
whoſe ſins yeremit , they are remitted, cc, he premiſeth thaſe 
words, Receive the Hely ChoFt. And then immediately follow 
chi6fe other, whoſe ſins ye remit, they are remitted unto them, and 
"whoſe fins ye retain, they are retained, They therefore who have 
re- 
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received the Holy Spirit of Gad, are the fit men for the diſ- 
charge of the Goſpel-Priefthood, | 

Wherefore, my Brethren, boaſt nor of your peer, bur rather 
pray unto the Lord for his Holy. Spirit , whereby you may be 
1mpowered ; For our Heavenly Father will nor fail to give his 
Holy Spirit unto thoſe his children who ask him, Luke 1 1. 13- 
and are obedient unte him, Ats 5.32. | 

Nor can the Book of Commun-prayer,though full fraught my 
Divine Petitions and Praiſes of God , nor your dayly reading © 
it, render you 4:zv1»e, or, as yeare called, D vines, unleſs your 
ſelves have a ſhare of what you pray for. De ye nor pray, that ' 
we may hereafter (that 18, after the Confeſſon of ſins) hve 4 
godly, rightcows, and ſober life, to the glory of Gods haly Name ? 
And in the Communion-ſervice , do nor you pur up unto God 
this large Petition? That we may ever hereafter oe ard pleaſe 
him in newne(s of life, to the honor and glory of his Name, through 
. Teſus Chriit our Lord. Yea, do you nor pray every day, that 
we 14) fall into n0 fin, nor run into any kinde of danger, bnt that 
all our doings may be ordered by his governance , to do always that 
which tsrighteom bis ight, through TJeſw Chrift our Lord ? 
Is your charity more fervent roward ethers, than toward your 
ſel ves, Brethren? Or is your endeavor leſs in behalf of your 
ſelves, than in behalf of others > Do you prav, that they may 
live a gadly, righteous, ant ſober life ; that they may ever ſerve 
ard pleaſe God in newneſs of life ; that they may fall into no ſin ; 
that they may do always that whith ts righteous in the Lords 
fight, cc and'do you nor pray for all thele things in behalf of 
your ſelves ? Ifſo, whence is the complaint that theſe things 
are not found in you ? thar you have bur a ſmall part of them? 
For if you prayed for them ſo, that your ſelves might be parra-* 
kers of them, chere 15 no doubt bur our good God would grant 
your requeſts, becauſe they are according ro his. will ; Now 
Whis rs the confidence that we have rm him, that if we ack any thin 
according to his will, he hearethws. And if we know that he hear 
#4, whatſoever we ach, we know that we have the petitions which 
we deſired of him, 1 John5. 14,15. 
Yea, and becauſe you pray nor for yout ſelves , it is much 
H oY 
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to be feared, that your - are not heard for others. For 
in chis (enſe the Proverb is good and true , That Charity begins 
at home. | 

And chis is the ground of another Complaint , That the 
Common-prajer u reſorted-uato by many looſe and debaucht per- 
ſons, (and I believe it is as true , that many cloſe hypocrites 
reſo't unto concerved prayers.) And hence arile:h one of the 
1p! mo InveRives againſt the Rook gf Common-prayer, 
that (like as Sr. Pas! reaſons again(i the weakneſs of the Cere- 
»womal Law, Heb.1o.1.) it.cannoc make the comers chereunco 
periect. Not char they chink ir poſtible, chat any one ſhould 
be perfe& in this life , by whar ever power God gives a man * 
(:heir own words in their large Catechiſm) though Chriſt and 
is Apoliles enjoyn us to be perfeit; and Epaphr as prayeth for 
the Coloſſians, that they might ſtand perfeft ard compleat in all 
the will of God, Colof. 4. 12. Burt this is the Presbycerians ay- 

wmentum ad hominem. | 

Howbeir chis cannot be imputed unto rhe Book of Common- 
prayer, that it cannor render men perfect : For the defeR is nor 
In the prajers, which are in commenſuration even to the - 
higheſt perfettion, as elſewhere, ſo eſpecially wheze the Church 
prayeth , rhat we may perfetly love God , and werthyly maguifie 
his holy name. "But indeed che grear defeSR 1s in the' C omers 
thereunts ; or many of them, who, Withour due confiderition 
of either prayers or praiſes , turn them over their rongues care- 
leſly , and negligencly , as if the very hearing and recicing of 
theſe prayers were the onely true and perfe& (@&vice of God, 
and think, he is pleaſed wich ſuch a performance of it , and ſo 
they reſt in It ranguam in opere operate. Yea, I have heard it 
alledged, tharthe Common-prayer 1s that pure offering whereof 
the Lord ſpeakes, as to be fulflled among the Gentiles, 
Mal. 1. 11. 1n every place incen(e ſhall be offered unto my name, 
| and 4 prre offerin ' | a» 

Surely by Incenſe, Prayer is underſtood, according ro Pſalx 
x41, 2." But the pure offering is lictle underſtood , and leſs 
practiſed, even the dayly ſacrifice of wortification which is taken 
away according to Damels Prophelic, Dar.8 11,12,13.& 11+ 
31, . Truly 


| [- 
Truly what is generally ſpoken , may be applied more pro- 
perly ro the Book of Common-prayer , Que neglefta vileſcunt, 
eadens [i confiderentur , habentur admiratione,. The method of 
the Liturgy , the Prayers and Praiſes of God in ir, becauſe 
negleged by Presbyrers, yea, and by many Epiſcopals them- 
ſelves, they are nor elteemed ; bur if, _ according to their 
weight and moment, they were duly conſidered (ſome offen- 
ces being removed) they would provoke pious men of both 
parties even to admire them. b 
So that the principal thing that's wanting to the Honor of 
God, the good of his Church, and the due eſtimation of . the 
Book of Common-prayer, 1s the Chriſtian life which is required 
our. of ir, This, my brethren, procures authority ro your Prieft- 
hood , veneration to your outward Divine Service, and due 
+ .xeſpeCt unto your Perſons. Withour which , neicher a Long 
Eck nor a Broad Girdle, nor affe&ed Gravity of Deporc- 
menr will avayl any thing at all, among wiſe and good men: 
Ad pepulum phaleru— _ 
| N6t thar chele are ceſpicable,as ſome vain and ienorant;men 
have thought chem, buc indeed venerable, if we contider what 
chey import ; as we ſhall underſtand, if we remember our 
vow 1n our Baptiſm , which Itear , the moſt of us forget, viz. 
an abremutation of Satan and all h:s works, &c. which in the 
antient Church was expreſſed by awoaovouui 7" Calaye, I re- 
mounce Satan, Ana belief of the Goſpel , and all the articles of 
che Chriſtian faith, and the keeying of Gods commardments; all 
which were comprized in the oppoſite phraſe, ewldaovoua To 
X815®, I] enroll my ſelf in Chriits Matricula, or Military Rell. 
So that the Chriſtian Profeſſion 1s a kind - of warfare; and the 
perſon baptized promiſerh rocontinue Chrifts fairhful Soldier 
and ſervant unto his lives end. And this 1s that which the 
Prie#t holds forth inhis Sagum or Caſſeck,, which was Veſti- 
wentiun militare, a military Garment, and ſouſed by the Ger- 
mans, ſaith Tacitms ; and it 15 the ſame which is in uſe among 
moſt Sofdiers at this day. Plutarch calls it £9#Te SealiwrinNy, 
a Sold'ers garment, Which {airh Nemin, he wore above all his 
other apparel ; a figure of Charity which muſt be put on above 
| H 2 other, 
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_ other, Col.3.14. Andi becauie love muſt be ſimeerve, Rom. 12.9. 
the Chriftian Soldier mult be girded wich che girdle of Trath, % 


Eph. 4.15. & 6. 14. For the Grdle was a part of the Roman 
Soldiers armour, ( =gulum militare, the Soldiers Belt, « quo 
arma dependent, ſaith {jider, whereon his other weapons hnng. 
Yea, when the I-raelires came our of Egypt, ic's laid , Exodus 
I 3+18. they went up herreſſed ; the wo'd 15S PD WAN, which 


_ Is properly accintts, yirded, imporring chus mach, Thar the I(- 


rael of Go going up our of the Spiritual Egypt, muft be armed 
wich che whole armour of God , eſpecially with rhe Girdle of 
truch, faichfalneſs, and ſincerity ; as allo with frevgth, Plat. 18. 
39. and with chaſtity, wherewirh the Lo'd implics his Spouſe 
ſhould be girded, Jer 13.11. 

O my Brechren, both of Epiſcopal and of Presbyrerian'per- 
{wahen | coniider, and be hearrily aſhamed of your commong 
error, that ye have both been ſogroſly miſtaken , thar ye have 
neclefted the commun enemy, even the Devil, againſt whom we . 
are all engaged by our Vow in Baptiſm, and delerred the com- 
mon Cauſe of Chriftianicy, the crucifying of the old man , and 
are fallen foul one upon another. Do you know no berrer the 
devices of Satan? Are you ſo litrſe known to your ſelves, that 
you take no netice of your #5; that war 1n your members? Do 
you no more regard them whe are Wichour ? What opinion, 
think you , hath che religious; and irreligious world of you ? 
Remember, the Cauſe you are engaged in, 1s the Cauſe of 
God: you have emred covenant wich him upon theſe rermsz, 
that you ſhould fight agar ft the world, the fi:(h, and the devil. 
The Cauſe is Geds Cauſe, and muſt needs be gerd. The Apo- 


 fllecalls it fo, Fighr the good fight of Faith, 1 Tim.6.12. Ir's a 
Cauſe wherein all the people of God have been engaged from 


the beginnins, even ſince the Lord put exmity between the ſerd 
of the wow 1u, and the ſerd of the ſerpent, and promiſed, that the 
bely ſeed Chrift ſhould break the ſerpents head. 

It is the Good Old Cauſe. Ler not the eld ſubrile Serpenc 
any longer beguile you , who deceives the Nations. Own 


| your ſelves like men. Lay down your Emmity one againſt an- 


ether, and joyn all your forces, and all your courage againſt 
| : che 


ww 
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| the commun enemy: and ſothe God of Peace ſhall bruiſe Satan . 
wnder your feet quickly. | 
Mean time let us enquire into the 7a £1pnrixy?, the things 
which make for Peace, and 4 | 


. By what means Reconciliation may be made between 
- the divided Parites, 


He Divine Life, the effe& whereof is Peace, is diſcovered 
to St. John, Revel. 21. andevery one who is wilting , is 
inviced thereuncs. But irs vain labour te diſcover the life, 
which is above to the wlie, ſaith S#/omew,Pro.1 5.24. unleſs we 
have a Jacebs Ladder, whereby we may aſcend thereunto. 
This we may do by divers ſteps or means; which are either ſuch * 
as remove obfirutiions out of the way of peace , or ſuch as poſitive= 
ty direft our feet into that way. | : 
For asthe godly life 15 a neceſſary means for the obtaining: 
the etermel life and peace, Which 13 hewogeneal, and of the ſame 
nature With it ; ſo isthe death unto fin a neceſlary means of ob- 
taining the ggdly life, as che! Apolile reaſons, Col. 3. 4. when 
Chriſt, which ts our life, (hail appear , then ſhall we appear with 
him in glery ; mortifie therefore your earthly members , whence 
It is chat ſinful men are ſaid w#r to know the way of peace, Rom. 
3-17. And who can direct us berterinto thr way, than he who 
is che Prince of Life, Ats 5, And prince of peace, Eſay 9g. who 
appeared the Day-ſpring from on high toviſitws , to gwve light to 
them that fit in darkneſs, and the bradew of death , and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. 7 
Into this way he leads us by preceps and examole. By precept 
ef humility, and lowlineſs of mind , by ſelf -denyal, and raking up 
the croſs dayly. | 
Hum ility 15 che firſt Rep toward Aortification » and chat ex» 
cream neceſlary, becauſe pride the contrary hereunto ebfrwits 
the way of Peace, Pro. 13.10, For onely by pride cometh con- 
rention. And if onely by pride, whence, Ibeſecch you, pre- 
. ceed the preſent contentions 1mong us? Is it not becauſe &#6 
« pratuery x veg 0v FOMTeY «Mwy,eycry one would be oY 
caly. 
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Truly a very- ſtrange thing ic is, that men eminent for 
learving , and prefeſhon of Chri/tjawty ſhould ſo openly ſpend 
their zeal and heat about that #/d/d:ſpnte , who ſhould be the 
ereateſt, Luke 22. 'Tis true, this Controverſie was among the 
Apoſtles ; bur they had nor yer received the holy ſpirit , which 
I delire borh parties adviſedly to conſider. Why ſhould they 
not rarher endeavour after the faireſt objeR of emnlation , the 
onely lawful contention , who ſhould be the beſt ? The Lacedemo- 
nians herein condemn too many of us Chriftians, who were 
wont toexerciſe their Children in ſuch queſt:ons 25 theſe , who 
in all Sparta was the moſt ſober, moſt juſt, moſt prudent , moſt 
valiant may, &c. And ir was one of them who ſay, Newzo we 
major nfs qui me meliny;; No man 1s greater then 1, unleſs he 


"be bercer then I am. Yea, although I doubt nor, bur the main 


deſign of the Covenanr was o#:27g of the Biſhops, and Inging of 
the Presbyters intheir room, yer in ihe clofe of the Covenant, 
by an over-ruling hand , rhe Covenan-ers vow , That our true 
and unfergned prrpoſe, deſire and endeavor, for our ſelves, and all 
under our prwer and charge, both inpublick_and private,tn all dy- 
ries we owe to God and man, to amend our lives, aud each one to 
8 before another in the cx ample of real Reformation. 

This cloſe of the Covenant which is moſt conſonant unto rhe 
word of God, hath been, I fear, quite forgotten , and the main 
endeaveur hath been to go ove before another in wealth and ho- 


mor ; as fer the endeavour, and rife to exceed one another, in per- 


formance of our dwties toward God and man, O how modeſt moſt 
men are ! O howeafily doth every man yield to another ro go 
fore him |! 

Yer if any man, according to the Covenart, endeavor co ex- 
ceced others in geadneſs , ( who have bound up themſelves by 
cheir principles, which they reſolve not toexceed) if he endea- 
vor to be perfett as our heavenly Father is perfeft, he is acceunt- 
ed at leaſt erroveous in his judgement, if he caneſcape the Gar- 
diners (hers of Diſcipline, and cutting off, for preſuming to grow 


5 grace above his neighbors. 


The contention is not who ſhould be the beft mar, but who ſhould 
be the great eff, And onely from pride comes this contention, And 
: this 
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this 18 a great part of ſelf which , tobe denyed, Thatsthe [c- 
cond ep. | | 

Self-denyal. There are in man fince the fall , the abridge- 
ments of three ſelfs' One whereby he agrees with the beaſt, and 
lives according to the principles of bratiſh man. 2 
« 2. Another whereby he agrees with che o/d ſubiil ſerpent, 
which deceiverh all che world wich falſe principles of corympt 
. reaſon, Revel. 12. | | 

3. The third, whereby he agrees with God, and the heavenly 
»an, 1 Cor. 15. This laſt we muſt deny to be ours; not 1, but 
the grace of God which was with me. T he fear of God and kreping 
h'; Commandment, Is FINNDD , 4! the mar, faith Solomes, 
Eccle. 1 2. what everelſe is in the man, ir'< either the beaſt or 
the devil: Borh which make up che corrapr ſelf, which the rue 
may muſt deny. The Grace of God vhich 1s able to ſave all men 


hath appeared, ſaith St. Paul , traching 14 to deny ungodlineſs 


and wildly luſts, Tit. 2. Such as fight againſt the ſonl , they are 
the ſenſual and brutiſh (elf, 

And the ſame Grace of God arms the heltever with weapons 
' . might y brough God, for the caftt: g down 1maginations | or rea- 
ſoninge, ' ad every high th ng that ex4l eth it ſelf againſt the 


knowle'ge of God, 1nd bringing wro captivity every thought unto þ 


the obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.4, 5. That's the denyal of 
the diabolical ſelf, Whar ftore of matter dorh rhis juncture of 
time afford for ſelf-denyal | Such as rhe Apoſlle feared he 
ſhould finde among his factious Corinthians, fuch we may be 
ſure is to be foun1 among us, 2 Cor. 12.20. Debates, envyings, 
wrathes, frifes, backbitings, whiſ-er ngs, [ wellt-gs, tumal:s, This 
15 the {econd Hep, which who. oever aſcends , he mutt expe&t 
aflaults from the beaft an | rhe devil, which he hath denyed, and 
renounced. And therefore it will be neceſſary, that he aſcend 
alſo the third. S 

3. The Croſs ; which he muſt taheup dayly. Bur whar'is the 
Croſs ? Orrather whar is it not? He who undertook co write a 
Claws Scripture, akey wherewith to open the Script ire, ſaith the 
-n is, Oments geners C alamitates, prorums preſertin v:ritatss 


.can{a toleratas. Calamities of eygry kind of the godly born, eſ- - 


pecially for rhe truths ſake. Bur 
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But if afliQtion, or perſecutien, or calamity , ſuch as he un-," 
derſtands, were.the Creſs, then muſt we takes them np and bare - 
them, as We are commanded to take wp the croſs ; Bur we are 
warranced to flee perſecutions, Math, 1G. 23. when they perſe- 
cute you 18 one City, flee to another ; but verſe 38 of that rhap- 
cer, he tells chem, chat he who taketh not up bus croſs and follow- 
ethlim , u not worthy »f him. Beſides, ics poſſible chat the 
Chriftian Church may for ſome time be withour perſecution ; 
For ARs 9.31. then had the C hurches reſt throughout all Tudea 
and Galilee, and Samaria , and were edified , and walking in the 
fear of God, and comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied. Bur 
" ſhall we think that che Chri#:axs then laid afide the croſs, 
which our Lord commands thoſe wko will be hs diſciples,to rakes 
up daily and follow hins ? 

Adde hereunto, that if aflitions were the croſs which muſt 
be taken up, then ſhould onely peor and miſerable men, who 
could nor avoid affliions, rhey ſhould bear the creſs ; bur our 
Lerd enjoyns this duty unto all whe will be his Diſciples, 
Luke 9. 23. | f 

Nor do I doubt but the reaſon why men encline rather to 
this Gloſs, that afflifi:on 6 the croſs, becauie all manner of af- 
flitions and tribularions may be born, and yer fin may remain 
and live ; which generally men love better than their eftates, 
their honors, yea their lives. 

I have written of the Croſs more largely, becauſe the bearing 
of it is a duty molt neceſlary , yet almott generally miſtaken. 
What then is it ro bear the Croſs? 

| The bearing of the Croſs is the Chriſtian patience, Revel.1.9, 
Ic conſiſts in bearing and ſuffering all aſſaults and temptations rn 
to fin , from all ſorts of cauſes inward ard outward, without our 
yielding thereunts, And becauſe this, of all other Chriſtian 
Axties, is moſt contrary to the garb and faſhion of the world, 
which lies # 7@ Tormps, in the evil one, expoſed to rhe obedience 
of his Infts, and is moſt oppoſed and ſpoken againſt; hence ir is 
char the bearing of the Croſs, confifis alſoin ſ#ſf ering ignominy, 
ſhame, reproach, curſing, and evil ſpeaking. OG 
So that we ſce wherein conlifts our corformity mate Chrift 
| Er4- 
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cruciied, VI2. in bearing all Þe. Pp temptations uxto fin with” 
our yielding our conſent thereunto; as alio in beari:g ſhame. and re* 
 proach,c/gnominy Which follows thereupon, ſome the evil world. 
Of che former,the Apelile [,,eaks,Gal.2,- 0, | am 6/Kcrfied with 
Chyift,c. 5.They who are Chriſts have crucified the fleſh,with the af- 
fetttons and luſts. Of the latter, Heb.1 2.1,2, 3. Let ww run wh pa- 
riencethe race that is ſet before us lovking witoTeſws the amther and 
fintſher of wo aw who for the joy 1that was ſet before him, endured 
the Creſs, deſprſing the (Fame, &c. con/ider him who endured ſuch 
contradittion of ſinners, againſt himſelf. Where we have Chriſt; 
example, and oxr imitation of It expreſſed in thote words; Lee 
14 run with patience that race which is ſer before us : and Hebr, 
I 2.12. jeſus, that he might ſantti fie the people with bis own bl:od, 
ſuffered without the gate. There's C hriſts example ; our 1mita- 
tion followes, verie 13. Let ws go forth therefore unto him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach. When our old man i now crucified 
with C hrift,that the bed) of fin is deſtroyed, that henceforth we may 
ot ſerve ſin, then all che heavenly minded ones, all the quick- 
ſighted Eagles meet at the dead Body ; And Chriſt being lifted 
up,will draw all men unto him, 

Then, and not till chen, appears Equity , ſo that whatſoever 
we would that men ſhould doto us , even ſe we ſhould do to thens. 
For while our 1n1quittes ſeparate between wa and our God , while 
our hands are defiled with bleod , and our fingers with raigquity ; 
while our lips ſpeak lies, ard our tongue mutters perverſensſs, BC, 
while our feet run to evil, and make haſte to (Fed innocent blood ; 
while our theughts are thoughts of 1niquity, wh le waſting and de- 

ratlion are in our pathes, we cannot know the way of Peace ; nor 
is there any (ud 7ement in our goings : For having made ourſelves 
crooked pathes, whoſoever goeth therein ſhall not frride peace. 

Whence followes a ſp1g:ual blindneſs of minde » Aeſperation, 
guilty conſcience, apoſtaſie, and revolting from Ged.. And there- 
fore terras Aſtrea reliquit. Judgement is turned away backward, 
and wſtice ſtandeth a far off , for truth is fallen mm the ſireet , and 
rrodden under foot , becauſe we depare nor from iniquity, 
'Dan.g.13. By reaſon of theſe obſtrutlions in the way ef righteoul[- 


neſs and Peace, it comes to paſs, thar equity carnet enter, Eiay 59. 
| I Bur 
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* But when as by Humility, Self-denyal, and taking up the 
Croſs, theſe impetiiments are removed,and they who are Chriſts 


have crucified the fleſh with the affettions and luſts, they meer in 
the way of righteouſneſs, judgement and equity, Prov. 2.9. Then 
way of Peace 15 opened and made knoivn, 

For whereas the univerſal r1ghteouſneſs conſiſts in privative 
and poficive duties, departing from evil, and doing good, as the 
Prophets advice 1:, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, putting off the 
old man, and putting on the new, mortifying ſim , and living unto 
Ged, the effec of both, #5 Peace ; depart from evil and do good, 
ſeek, peace, and perſue it, Plalm 34-14. And the work of righ- 
teonſneſs is peace , and the effeit of righteouſneſs i quietneſs and 
aſſurance for ever, Whichris a demonſtration of peace , quietneſs 
and aſſurance from the cauſe of chem , which: 1s r1ghteouſneſs ; 
and, to cenfirm ic to us, as moſt cercain , the Propher repeats 
the cauſe, righteouſneſs, Eſay 32.17. 

The 4il19vyiz, ratio canſandi, or cauſality will appear from 
hence, Peace is the compendium and abridgement of all temporal 
and eternal happineſs. Ard r:ghteouſneſs and holyneſs , which 
ſometime are taken for the ſame, are rhe image of God. Heb.12. 
12.45P/atowith the {cripture,affirme,00100 tai Nxator yireoru oueray 
Ts $69, Whereby we are enabled to en'oy that happineſs, thar 
Eye-ſalve whereby we ſee God;for God cannot be approached 


unto but by ſomewhar of himſelf. The eye cannor ſee the itn, 


bur by being informed by the light of the ſun ; z thy /:ght ſail 
we ſee light. Since therefore 71ghteo»ſneſs and holyneſs 1s of od, 


it's neceſſary for the' obcaining and en/oying the peace, reſt, 


quietneſs and aſſurance fer ever, as the Scriprure often reſtifes, 
Dent. 16. 20. Righteouſneſs, righteouſneſs [halt thou follow, that 
theu mayeſt live and inherit the Land. Righteouſneſs and peace 
have kijſed each other. Pal. 85. toawhiich the Apolile figura- 
tively underſtood, Heb. 7.2. Melchiſedec 1s firft by interpreta- 
ron King of righteouſneſs, and after that King of Salem,which is 


| King of peace. 


Not ler ir ſeem firanze that I ſeem tokave gone ſo far abour 
ro ſeek the 7 t1qwixe, The things that make for peace , and 


 meanes to advance ir. Ir is a true, ſolid, and durable peace, 


which 
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which I propounded to my ſelf ro enquire after , and to com- 
mend to the two divided parties. Such a'peace cannor conhf 
with iniquity. There 1s n0 peace to the wicked , ſaith my God, 
Yet how many at this day promiſe themſelves peace without 
the things which make for peace? Againit ſuch , the Lord de- 
nouncerh m6lt heavy judgements , Dext. 29 19. Yet donor 
many reſolve to walk in their old corrupt ways , wherein they 
walked before, and thereby brought che wrath of God upon 
chemſelves, and the whole land ? And yer they hope for peace, 
and cry and call upon God to come unco them in their-evil 
ways and walk, with them ; but they will nor fiir our of their 
own evil ways to walk with God in his way of r:ghteruſneſs and 
wan Yea, and do they nor think to be accoumged righteous, 

ecauſe Chriſt 1s righ:eous ? Bur does not our Lord ſay ex- 
prefſely th: contrary, Shaft / count them pure with the withed 
balances, and the bag of decuful weights ? Mich. 6. 

Yea, many there are who promiſe themſelves peace, yer 
praQiſe not r!ghteonſneſs , which is the immediate, adequare, 
and propor cauſe of it. It's an heavy complaint, and I am 
afraid 1r's too true , that many who profels themſelves rhe 
righteous people, are yer no juſt dealers, that they will lie, cheat, 
over-reach their brethrey in bargaining , &c, and all under a 
form of goglineſs and pretence of righteduſneſs. They remember 
not, that he is righteous who doth r1g hreous things, 1 John 3+ 7. 

Beſides , many there are even of thoſe who profeſs religion, 
and know that the effeit of Righteouſneſs is Peace , who Dole 
our ſome certain duties and parts of r:ghteouſneſr,, and lay on 
chem the ſtreſs of all re/;gion ; as keeping the ſabbath, as one of 
the greateſt Commandements, if not the very greateſt of all; which 
yet the Jewes accounted one of the /-aſft. When, in regard of 
many other duties, that was diſpenſed withall, as, in periculo 
v1t4 ceſſat ſabbatum, when life 15 1n danger, the ſabbath ceaſerh. 
Nor does our Lord blame chem, bur juſtifies them who lead 
cheir Ox or their Aſs to the water on the ſabbath day ; their 
mercy to their beaſt excuſed the breach of the ſabbath, Yea, 
- the Priefts brake the ſabbath, and were owiltleſs. Belides this du- 

ty of the ſabbath, they urge abſtinence from curſing and [ mm 
4 I 2 as 


and drimnkeneſs ; All which, though parts of righteouſneſs, yer, 
upon che matter chey rend rather ro make m2n good hurbards 
' then good Chriſtians, Mean time other great things of the Law, 
and main-parcs of Krghteouſneſs are forgotten , as having God 
for our God, tolave hips with all our heart , all owr ſoul , all oar 
mic ht, and with all wx nnderſlandirg, ard to love our n:1ghbor as 
eur ſelves, 1 o fear God and honor the King. 7 « be ſubject to priu- 
cipalities and powers; (and that not onely for fear , but alſo for con- 
ſcience ſake. Not to kill, not to commit aanltery, not to fteal, net 
tolie, but every one to ſxeak truth to his neighboy , not to bear falſe 
witneſs, not to go beygnd our brother in bargaining, not to cover. 
To ao ndgement, lout mercy , and to walk hnmbly with our God. 
To deny our ſever ghd take up our croſs dayly,and follow the Lord 
- Jeſus, &c. untes which our Lord Jeſus dire&s us as the more 
 we'ghty things of the law, and goſpel, and wherein the +1ghreouſ- 
neſs, Whoſe effeft 13 peace, confilts ; of theſe Alrum flentinm, 
few or no words of theſe, or, if words, bur words. Chriſt hath 
done theſe thing s for them. | | 
Bur I muſt nor emir certain other ſervices , Which are of 
high eſtimarion , amd indeed of far greater account then thoſe 
now recired, Such are days of humiliation and prayer , hearing 
the word, recerving the Sacrament ; which, for their greater ho- 
nor, are called Gods Ordinances,which are more venerable a- 
mong ſome, then the Commandements of God, which are called 
his Ordinarces, Levir. x8. 4. and elſewhere, wich rheſe and 
| ſuch like Temple-worſhips the hypocritical people of old 
deceived themſelves , which were mott-whart tneff-Qual , as 
Zech. 7. they kept a faſt threeſcore and ten years ; the Lord 
ewned it not, as dene to himſelf, ſo rhar a man may perform 
ſuch ſervice unto God his whole life time (for thar's the age of 
2a man, ſaith David) yet all char rime nor pleaſe God, which I 
mach fear , may be ſaid of our like kinde of Worthips. We 
had our moxethly faſts for many years, when we ſmete with the 
fiſt of wickedneſs ; at which very time was the inundation of 
all unrighreoufneſs, and all abomination tn the land, ard blond 
touched blood, and the hand of God, was ſtretched our againſt 
vs, The Lord inſtrued Solomon, how to award national judg- 
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ments, and upon what terms , he will give peace to the land. 
2 Chrox. 7. 4. 1f my people who are called by my name, ds hum- 
ble themſclues , and pray and ſeth my face , and turn from their 
. evil ways, then will I hear from heaven, and forgive their fin, and 
heal the la:d. Many of us ſeem ro exerciſe the three former, 
humble themſelves, and pray and ſeek Gods face, and glory much 
that they are a praying people, And if the Lord vouchſafe any 
good ſucceſs to them, preſently*rhey aſcribe ir unto their 
6 nn fic of them, Mean rim lirtle care is taken 


of turnm their evil ways, lictle exhorcation thereunto, 
whereas Waged che:rcin lies the principal Rreſs of the Lerds 
dire&ion, And commonly men have three reaſons eſpecially 
why the mrning from their evil ways, is not ſo much urged. 
r. Theythink ir impoſſible wholfy ſo rodo. Yea, 2. herein 
they are the more remiſs, leftchey ſhenld fall into rhar new 
herefie (found our by P.ſcater, as I cake it) of the Perfetisſts. 
And 3. leſt they ſhould: ſeem ro merit by ſodoing. And for 
theſe real{ons ſome, I fear, conicienciouſly abſtain from ding 
200d. | 
® But unſeſ* there be an uriverſal turning from all and every one 
of 17 evil ways, all our humbling, all our praying all our pretence 
of ſeeking Gods face, will be uccerly in vain and to no purpoſe, 
alchough ch2 beſt men on earch ſhould pray for us. When the 
eople had defired Sammel ro pray for chem, he promiſed ſoto 
do, bur unleſs they rmwrned from therr evil ways, he allures chem, 
his prayer 'yould bz inzffectual ; as indeed afterward it proved, 
1 Sam. 12. 23. 
ence ir ts. char notwichſtanding all the pageantry , all the 
oftentation »f Rel gro1, ll the partial and falſe righteouſneſs, the 
envy, the pride, rhe covereouineſs, the wrath, the glurrony, 
the chambering and wanrtonneſs , the {lo:hfulneſ(s inall ſpirt- 
cual duties, generally the {in remains, and conſequently no 
peace can be hoped for,which is the proper effett of righteouſneſs. 
For what peace, ſaith Jehu, ſo long as the whoredoms of Jerebel 
' and her witchcrafts are ſo many ? There is an inconſiftency, 
and incompoſſibilicy of peace with the whoredoms and wwach- 


ts of Jezebel. Jezebel hath a diverſe Erymon,either /nſnla 
as 7 NY habitacuts, 
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habitaculi, an Iſland of habicarien and dwelling, as che Iſland 
wherein we dwell ; or Inſ#la fterquilini:, an Iſland of a dung- 
hill. And chi$lacter, che Scriprure ic ſelf warrants, 2 King g. 
38. The carcaſe of Jezebel ſhall be like dung upon the face of 
the field. So Jer. 9. 22. O how unhappily is this Erymen this 
Notation fuliilled in this [ſand ! Jezebel ſpirizually under- 
Rood, Revel.z. and her whoredoms and witchcrafts.) Whoredom 
1s ſpiricually :4o/:r7, a moſt known metaphor. . Diſobedience # 
underſtood by witchrraft, Gal. 3. 1. By theſe and all open fin, 


and falſe righteouſneſs , this 1lland (which , Wm 8 cold 


King.Edwa;d che Confeflor, was Gods kingdomWBytheſe,this 
Iſlard is made a &#»ghil, &rherefore what peace can be unco it? 

Since therefo:e, my beloved Brethren , of both perſwa- 
ſions, ſuch abundance of inq#ity and falſe r1ghteouſneſs ſuch as 
the Apoſtle calls dung, Phil. 3. hath ove;-{pread this King dd 
and the Church in ic, and hidden the way of peace from us; and 
fince the partial falſe righteouſneſs hath proved uſeleſs, and 
ineffecual tor the diſcovery and finding out that way, let us 
all and every one of us, pro ſe qu:/que, enquire and ſeek for peace 
and perſ#e it in thoſe narrow and untrodden pathes, and follow 
the example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath gone the ſame 
way before us, that we ſhauld follow hu fleps ; And let the ſame 
wind be in tu, and every one of us, which was alſo iz C þriſt Je- 
ſus, who humbled himſclf,and became obedient nnto the death,even 
the death of the Croſs, 

Let us ſeck peace in theſe ways infallthly 2nd unqueſtiona- 
bly leading thereunto. Let us J1x4'y Thy e'pivny, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, perſue peace as eagerly as a man would perſue his enemy, 
and follow hard afcer it; yer let us nor uſe it as an ezemy , bur 
as a dear friend, and ſuch 35 we wonld make an umpire of our 
differences : and ſo ler every one of us entertain peace in him- 
ſelf, as St: Paul perſwades, Fpafevirw, let the Peace of God ar- 
bitrate and rule in your hearts, Col. 3.15. as when we are in- 
Jjured, commonly mytinous and ſedirious thoughts ariſe in our 
hearts , whereof ſome ſtir us up to revenge ; ſuffer this, and 
ſuffer al, &c. but others coming moſt whar after the former, 
(Arvliger expriver ſec unde rogitationes ſapientiores,)cheſe ſecond 

choughrs 
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thoughts perſwade us to humility, ſelf-denyal,taking wp the croſs, 
long- ſuffering » rendring good for evil, and overcoming evil with 
goodneſs, &c.whar's theretore now to be done? &raftwile, Tet the 
peace of God rule m your hearts, and that will guide our thoughts, 
wills, and affettions imo the way of peace : Let that peace of God 
umpire our differences. Let that peace moderate, arbitrate, and 
rule in our hearts, whereunts we are called in one body. Will one © 
member contend with,or do injury to anocher? O no; bur eve- 
ry member is compaſſionate and helpful,and bears th? infirmi- | 


ry and 4h another. | The holy Apoſile labours for this 


peace an f che Church,by che ſame Allegory of the mem- 
bers mur rviceableneſs one to other, and to the body the 
Church , that chere ſhould be no ſchiſms in the bedy, bur chac 
che members ſhould have the ſame care one of anorher, aud 
whecher one member ſuffer, all che members ſuffer with it ; or 
one member be honored, all the mensbers rejoyce with is. 

Thoſe laſt words contain an hatd leflon in them. For it is 
much to be feared, thar our exvy at our fellow members honors, & 
and our ambitions deſires of them for ourſelves , hath made 
this ſchiſm and preach of peace in the body ; which the Apoftle 
endeavours LOprevent , whea he tells us, Te are the bedy of 
Chriſt , andeyemberg in particular. And how unſeemly is che 
tuns.r or ſwelling of anzbitioa, or the AMaraſmwm or Conſump- 
tion of exvy 1# the body of Chrift > Eſpecially fince the bonors of 
Chriſts members ariſe wi-h their proficiencies, as was ſhewen 
before ; and chelr vartecy 1s ordered of God : And therefore 
the Avofile adds ; that God bath ſet iome in the Church, firft 
Apdliles, ſecondly Prophers , thirdly Teachers,” Fc. implying 
forcibly, that if men duely confidered chat this ſubordina- 
tion of ciivine heyors , is by divine inſtitution , the evil ſpirits of 
ambition and envy would ſoon be laid , eſpecially in the mem- 


| bers of Chrits body: And rherefore the ſame Apoſtle exhor- 


ting the Eoheſians co this wity , ne begins at che lowelt tep of 
Jac bs ladder, Humility ; walk with all lowlineſs and meckneſs, 
wtth long- ſuffering, forbear;ng one ano: her in love ; —_— 

J 


* to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. There us one be 


and one ſpirit, even ad you are called in one hope of our calling, one © 
Ard 


\ 
*, 
N 
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Lord, one Faith, one Baytiſm, oxe God and Father of all, who t a- 
brve all,and through all, and in you all. But unts every one of 1 us 
given grace, according to the meaſure Tis dapias Te xpive, of the 
gift Chriſt, And le(t this differenc meaſure of grace mighc 


raiſe the evil ſpirits of ambition and envy, de calls thoſe dignie 


fied perſons, Gods gifrs wnto men Nhich he gave, fome Apoſiles, 
ſome Prophets, Kc, which gif:s he nives for the perfeting of the 


Saints, for the work of the nifty for the edifying of the body of - 


Chrift, until we all come into the unity of the fa'th and krowledge 
of the Son of God uno a perfe(t man , unto the % of the 
fature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. ; 

O my brethren |! let chis umprage, and 4rb;:2 of peace 


be wrought firſt in every one of our ſouls ; For until this peace . 


be promoted at hex: in every mans own heart , eſpecially in 
every one of yours, my brethren, who are of the M;n!ſ?ry, how 


can it be hoped, that you ſhould advance it «bread among the 


people ? Nihil dat quod non habet, How can you impart to 
® rhgm the ſpir:itnal gifs of peace, if you have it nor your ſelves ? 
Yea, how can it be bur that you muſt embitter chem with the 
ſpirit of comention, while your ſelves are acted by rhe ſame bit- 
ter ſpirit? —_ 


The people have a kind of natural equity S. chem, and, 


eſpecially fince the long civil Wars in the Nation, and are 
of themſelves diſpoſed to peace, And who are they who in- 
diſpoſe them, and diſquier chem bur the frmifters? As the 
long Wars in Germany (to come no nearer home): roo evi- 
dently have proved. St. John Revelation 17. 15: cells us, 
thac the people are Waters : And the reſemblance between 
them may eſpecially be this : The Sea of ir ſelf, thoughir be 
the greareſt «pong. rogether of many waters , yet would ir be 
quiet and calm a4 a river , did not the winds raiſe the waves, 
and make it rage, and caſt up wire and dirt. And who raiſed the 
waves of the waters | the populacy | in all theſe Wars in Chr:- 
Pendom, but the evil ſpirits ating the Miniſters > And what 
- miſchief will net chey do, if rhey meet rogerher ? If Lev: and 
Thas, the prieft and the dragon be joyned together, rhey make 

- Lewiathas, lictle leſs then $ devil incarnate; becauſe corrup- 
| t0 


; % 
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'tr8 options eff peſſima, the corruprion of the beft is the workt of 
all. Therefore St. John, Revel. 16. 13. ſaw three unclean 
ſpirits like frogs come ont of the month of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of the beaſt , and ont of the month of the falſe Prophet; 
which he interprecs the /pirits of devils working miracles , 
which go forth wnts the Kings of the earth, and of the whole world, 
ro gather them together to the battel of the great day of Ged 
Almighty. O what art hideous degeneration is this ; char the 
Ambaſſadors of peace ſhould become the heraulds of war! | Bur 
Cynthins avrem velit, and bids mb Reſpice titulam. 1 miſt re- 
member my ::#e, and not too much weary my Reader , and 
remember him of my method. Iam engaged inthe enquiry af- 
cer expedients and means how to compole the differences be- 
tween the two divided parties. I have hithgrro mentioned 
thoſe neceflary inward means without which che ſolid peace, 
and reconciliation will never be obtained. For Whar ever means 
maybe uſed without theſe, they will onely sk:# over the feſtered 
ſore,which willbreak.ont again. Ir 1s'onely v Yiainoa d 
the healing Debtrine which will cure all: pucrified ulcers, and 
diſtempers of the ſoul. This had not been madeuſe of when 
the Lord complained, that the.Prophers:had. healed the breach 
of the daughter of his people fleightly, ſaying, Peace, peace, 
when there was »o peace, Jer.6.14- We ſhall therefore in good 
_ afrer the uſe of inward means, call inthe help of out- 
Ward. | | EM 
And firſt it will be an hard task, to perſwade the people to 
forbear the choice of the Adinifer. They have nor precepr nor 
example forir , in holy Scripture, nor praRiſe of the ancienc 
Church ro counrenance it ; Bur ſuch a peſtilene cuſtom hath 
crept in among us of late, by the a&tivity of ſome fiery zealors, 
char thereby chey might engage the drmfters ro compliance: 
with the Government of ſome ferein Church, and wmdermine 
their own ; that they might reach the Miniſter what he ſhould 
reach them ; that they might fore-ſeaſon him , w ho ſnould be 
their ſalt, and as the Philoſopher ſaith , xarire & wana Tis yqiode 
moit{v ceifacy , to make their rule crooked, hecauſethey themſelves 


are ſo, That hereby they mighe diſaffe&: him rorhe _— 
K an 


8) 


like an hoxſe or an «ſs. | 


a 


Ee TT '//-" 
aud Rites of the Church, and foment a party againſt the Go- 


vernment of rr. And for -chis 'end chey have created 4 vew 


| fc mtr Church, who mutt be {evened with che ſame ſowre 
| levincof the Phariſees. This Office they have made 'our of the 


o 
* 


nanie of Leftor , who was onely's publick 'Reaey of Scriprurs, 
and no preacher 11-the ancient Church. And great care tes 
ket char he be the peoples creature, as his Office wv, that he may 
unceachin the afcernoon What the Parſoh delivers in. the fore- 
no6n,and, if potfible, work him our;- from this corrupt fonnran 
have iflued thoſe many ffreames of blood in the three Nations. 
So-preat milchicfs have proceeded from the peoples choice of 
therr Mmniſter ; for which they bave no warrant 1n the Scrip- 
rure as hath been ſaid, except chat which I kope they will noc 


 folfow, and ſo ig will be null rochem,, the example of the ide- 


lacrous tribe of Dax, who choſe Micba's idolarrous chaplain 
for therr Prieft. Add hereunto, thar as the people have norighe, 
fe neither have chey kill ro make chorce of the Minifter, wer! og 


| xelyne naJd;. « yiroox! x3 Thru ew d'yamns netius, every man 


Judges well of what he knowes, were it ner: much more ſafe'to 
commir thar choice ro the Pathers of the Church who watch for 
the peoples ſonls,aud muſt-give an acconnt? Heb. 13. rp. 
Bur as hard aching ic will be ro difiwade the gif from 
ſubmicting to the peoples choice. Yet all ingemiſous men will | 
conſider, what hath been ſaid, and what ungodlineſs iris ro. 
manctpare the truth of God to the judgement of 1gnoranc 
men, and how unhanſom 1it is to be raker by the mouth, and lead 
Itjs true , the people moſt what love none bur their own 
creatures, and look upen others as evemies , and heartily en- 
deavour their ruine, as proof hath been made by chonfands of 
examples jn rheſe fare deplorable times. Whence artſerh a 
caſe which extreamly diſturbs the peace of the C hxrcb, and that 
unavoidably , while men follow the ſuggeſitons of fleſh-and 


' blaod,8& uſe not the means before menrioned: the parry e/eft;x 


the Miniſter commonly' retaines the old hatred. (Thar kind of 
people like: the God whom they imagine-ro themſelves, 'hare 
and love'whom ever they hate ad leve unchangeably and-per-« 

pecually.) 


 —_— 

petually. ) - The 47:niſter cjefted' recaines alſo bi defre of re- 
venge, When cherefore reſtitution is made, as in rhe Fubele, 
and CVCLy one recurns to his own poſſeſhon, what att irrecontie 
lable jarring muſt chere needs be ? Ir's a common complaine 
2ll che Natlon over. What hope can there be that the 45%:- 
Fer, 1n this caſe , ſhouldedifie the people ? 

When the o/d hatred remains on the #91 part , and defire of 
revenge on the other, What peace can be made ? How ſhall che 
people be edified > - 2 . AL NO A 
'". 1 ſhall propoundan Expediens ; But as when the Poers had 
encangled themſelves.in their plots ſo that they could by no 
means excricate themſelves, they brought down their vs 
«T9 Kx,9115, a God to diſentangle them ; there is no ether way 
re %ravel rhis otherwiſe inextricable entanglement , hurt by 
:mploring the Soveraign power who alone can make this expe- 
dienreffectual. What if 4» exchange of Lrvings Were made d 
by that means the diſſenting parcies would be art greater di- 
ance one from other : and as affe&ions and all other fucul- 
ties of the ſoul work_powerfully in the preſence of their objeft ; So © 
on the _—_— it mighc be hoped, that the hatred and deſire of 
revenge Would by abſence and drſfance be more remiſs, and at 
lensth vaniſh. If chis means be nor ſufficient , or nor poſſible, 
or fecible ro remove this Offence out of the way of peace (as 
indeed none outward can be without thoſe inward before men- 
tioned,) I ſhall leave it co others of better judgement as a 
problem, and call in to aur helpthe Patrons of wings who pre- 
ſent their C /arks ro rhe Biſhops to be ſent as Miniſters unto the 

eople. ' | | 
: Nos vit1o vertitur 115 qui yu patronatus habent , quod fi- 
lizs ſuas dogent Ecclefie patrimonio; quod beneficia conferant eco 
cleftaſtica in clericos ſnos ſub corditrone non-decimand: , quod vol 
preſent mercede, vel certa lueri (ne, wel favoreindebito, velalis 
quapiam cauſa ( ſiquidem plurima ſunt myſteria miquitatis) Tie 
TY HATH tnduch, nm Dei-metuentes & vere Presbyterds, at he- 
wives male meoratos, neophytos, Tſuvenes imperitos ” |; 


| vi cf 

' reclungtina prophetarum ſchela non es man{erunt -/ Sr mp | 
fIOYAS , 
auf 


barbe creverint , noir Theologos, at Grammuaticos , 
| K 3 
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and arimkenneſs ; All which, though parts of r1ghteouſneſs, yer, 
upon che matter chey rend racher ro make mzn good husbands 
| then good Chriſtians, Mean time other great th:ngs of the Law, 
and main parts of K/ghteouſneſs are forgotten , as having God 
for our God, to love hins with all our heart , all our ſoul , all oar 
micht, and with all our nnderſiandirg, ard to love our n:1ghbor as 
our ſelves, 1 o fear God and honor the King. 7+ be ſubject to priu- 
cipalities and powers, and that not onely for fear , but alſo for con- 
ſcience ſake. Not to kill, not to commit adultery, not to ſteal, net 
tolie, but every one to ſpeak trmth to his nerghboy , not to bear falſe 
witneſs , not to go beyond our brother in bargaining, not to cover. 
To ao ndgement, love mercy , and to walk hnmbty with our God. 
To deny our ſeves,and take up our croſs dayly,and follow the Lord 
Teſw, &c. unto which our Lord Jeſus directs us as the more 
 we'ghty things of the law, and goſpel, and wherein the r1ghreouſ- 
neſs, whoſe effeft 15 peace, confilts ; of theſe Alrum filentiuns, 
few or no Words of theſe, or, if words, but words. Chrift hath | 
done theſe things for them. | | | 

* BurlI muſt nor emit certain other ſervices , Which are of 
high eſtimarion , Ind indeed of far greater account then thoſe 
now recired. Such are days of humiliation and prayer , hearing 

the word, recerving the Sacrament ; which, for cheir greater ho- 

nor, are called Gods Ordinances,which are more venerable a- 

mong ſome, then the Commandements of God, which are called 

his Ordinances, Levir. x8. 4. and elſewhere, with theſe and 

ſuch like Temple-worthips the hypocritical people of old 

deceived themſelves , which were moſt-what ineff-Qual , as 

Zecb. 7. they kepr a faſt threeſcore and ten years ; the Lord 

ewned it not, as dene to himſelf, ſo rhar a man may perform 

ſuch ſervice unto God his whole life time (for char*s the age of 
2 man, ſatth David) yer all thar rime nor pleaſe God, which 1 

much fear , may be ſaid of our like kinde of Worthips. We 

had our -menethly faſts for many years, when we ſmote with the 
- fiſt of wickedneſs ; at which very time was the inundation of 
all unrighreouſneſs, and all abomination in the land, and blood 

toxched bleed , and the hand of God, was Rretched our againſt 

vs, The Lord inſtructed Solomon, how to award national judg- 


4 ments, 
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ments, and upon what terms, he will give peace to the land. 
2 Chron. 7.4. If my people who are called by my name, ds huns- 
ble themſelves , and pray and ſeth my face , and turn from their 
evil ways, then will I hear from heaven, aud forgive their fin, and 
heal the 1a:d. Many of us ſeem ro exercite the three former, 
humble themſelves, and pray and ſeek Gods face, and glory much 
that they are a praing people, And if the Lord vouchſafe any 
good ſucceſs ro them, preſencly*rhey aſcribe ir unto their 
__ e effe& of them, Mean rim# little care is taken 


of turn their evil ways , lictle exhorcation rhereunto, 
whereas aged cherein lies che principal fireſs of the Lords 
dire&ion. . And commonly men have three reaſons eſpecially 
why the mmrning from their evil ways, is not ſomuch urged. 
7. Theythink ir impoſſible wholfy to rode. Yea, 2. herein 
they are the more remiſs, left chey ſhenld fall into rhar new 
herefie (found our by P:ſcarer, as Icake it) of the Perfetir/ts. 
And 3. leſt they ſhould: ſeem ro merit by ſodoing. And for 
pon realons ſome, I fear, conicienciouſly abſtain from doins 
200d. 
" But unleſ* there be an wr6verſal turning from all and every one 
of or evil ways, all our humbling, all our praying,all our pretence 
of ſeeking Gods face, will be ucterly in vain and to no purpoſe, 
alchough th beſt men on earth ſhould pray for us. When the 

eople had defired Sammel ro pray for chem, he promiſed ſoto 
do, bur unleſs they rmrned from therr evil ways, he allures chem, 
his prayer yould be inzffe:tual ; as indeed afrerward it proved, 
1 Sam. 12. 23. 


ence ir is. char norwichſtanding all the pageantry, all the 


. e.-"- *, * I 
oftentation of Rel'gron, all the partial and falſe r1ghteou[neſs, the 
envy, the pride, the covereouineſs, the wrath, the glurrony, 
the chambering and wanconneſs , the fla:hfulneſ(s 1nall ſpirt- 


cual duties, generally the fin remains, and conſequently no. 


peace can be hoped for,which is rhe proper effett of righteouſneſs. 
For what peace, ſaith Jehw, ſo long as the whoredoms of Jezebel 
and her witchcrafts are ſo many ? There is an inconfiltency, 
and incompoſſibilicy of peace with the whoredoms and witch- 


crafts of Jezebel. Jezebel hath a diverſe Erymon,eithet /uſnls 
ca ; ' habitacwb, 


| (70) | 
habitaculi, an Iſland of habicatien and dwelling, as che 1/and 
wherein we dwell : or 1nſula ferquilint i, an lard of a dung- 
hill. And chislatcer , che Seriprure ic ſelf warrants, 2 King g. 


) 


38. The carcaſe of Jezebel ſhall be like dung upon the face of 


the field. So Jer. 9. 22. O how unhappily is this Erymon this 
Notation fuliilled in this Iſland | Jezebel ſpiritually under- 
Rood, Revel.2. and her whoredowss and witchcrafts. Whoredom 
is ſpiritually :do/a:r7, a moſt-known metaphor. Duſobedtience us 
underſtood by witchzraft, Gal. 3. 1. By theſe and all open fir, 
and falſe righteeuſneſs , this Iſland (which , the 
King.Edwa;d the Confeflor, was Gods kingdomW ſe,this 
Iſland 1s made a 4#»:ghil, &rherefore what peace can de unto it? 

Since therefo:e, my beloved Brethren , of both perſwa- 
ſions, ſuch abundance of inig#ity and falſe r1ghteouſueſs ſuch as 
the Apoſtle calls dung, Phil. 3. hath ove;-ipread this King dows 
and the Ehvurch irric, and hidden the way of peace from us; and 
| fince the partial falſe righteouſneſs hath proved uſeleſs, and 
ineffectual for the diſcovery and finding out that way, let us 
all and every one of us, pro ſe qui/que, enquire and ſeek for peace 
and perſue it in thoſe narrow and untrodden pathes, and follow 
rhe example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath gone the ſame 
way before us, that we ſhauld follow hu fleps ; And let the ſame 
mind be ix 1, and every one of us, which was alſo iz C brift Je- 
| ſus, who humbled himſclf,and became obedient nnto the death,even 
the death of the Croſs, . 

'Ler vs ſeek peace in theſe ways infallthly 2nd unqueſtiona- 
bly leading thereunto. Let us 91x4'v Thy epirny, as the Apoſtle 
exhorts, perſwe peace as eagerly as a man would perſwue his enemy, 
and follow hard afterir; yer ler us nor uſe it as an eemy , bur 
| as a dear friend, and ſuch 35 we wonld make an wmprre of our 

differences : and ſo ler every one of us entertain peace in him- 
ſelf, as St. Paul perſwades, Fpaferito, let the Peace of God ar- 
bitrate and rule in your hearts, Col. 3.15. as when we are in- 
jured, commonly mytinous and ſeditious thoughts ariſe in our 
hearts , whereof ſome tir us up to revenge ; ſuffer this, and 
ſ#ffer al , &c. but others coming moſt what after the former, 
(Arvliger ewpiriror ſec unde cogitationes ſapientieres,)ehgſe ſecond 


_ thoughts 


+ 
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rhoug hts perſwade us to humility, ſelf-denyal,taking wp the croſs, 
long- ſuffering , rendring good for evil, and overcoming evil with 
goodneſs, &c.whar's theretore now to be done? &rafwwile, Les rhe 
peace of God rule m your hearts, and that will guide our thoughts, 
wills, and affettions imo the way of peace : Lec that peace of God 
umpire our differences. Let that peace moderate, arbitrate, and 
rule in our hearts, whereunts we are called in one body. Will one 
member conrcend with,or do injury to another? O no; bur eve- 
ry member is compaſſionate and helpful,and bears the infirmi- 


ry and ah another. The holy Apoflle labours for rhis 


peace an f the Church,by che ſame Allegory of the mem- 
bers mur cviceablenels one to other , and to the body the 
Chxrch, that chere ſhould be no /ch1ſmz in rhe bedy, bur thac 
che members ſhould have the ſame care one of another, and 
whecher one member ſuffer, all che members ſuffer wich 1c ; or 
one member be honored, all the members rejoyce with ip. 

Thoſe 1akt words contain an hatd leflon in them. For it is 
much to be feared, that our exvyar our fellow members honors, & 
and our amb:tious defires of them for ourſelves, harh made 
this ſchiſm and preach of peace in the body ; which the Apoftle 
endeavours toarevent , whea he tells us, Te are the bedy of 
Chriſt , andentmberg in particular. And how unſeemly is che 
tam.r or ſwelling of ambition, or the Marasſmwus or Conſump- 
tion of envy 18 the body of Chriſt ? Eſpecially ſince the honors of 
Chrifts members ariſe wih their proficiencies, as was ſhewen 
before ; and cheir variecy 18 ordered of God : And therefore 
the Avofile adds ; that God bath ſet tome in the Church, firft 
Apdliles, ſecondly Prophets , thirdly Teachers,” &c.-implying 
forcibly, chat if men duely conſidered char rhis ſubordina- 
tion of civine hovers , is by divine inſti:ution , theevil ſpirits of 
ambition and envy would ſoon be laid , eſpecially in che mem- 
bers of Chriſts body: Ani rherefore the ſame Apoſtle exhor- 


ring the Epheſians ro this #11ty , he begins ar che lowelt ſtep of 


ac bs\adder, Humility ; walk wich all lowlineſs and meckneſs, 
wtth long-ſuffering, forbearing one ano: hey in love ; endeavenrin 
to keep the unity of the [| peri in the bend of peace. There ts one bed, 
ard one ſpirit, even 4 you are called in one hope of our calling, one © 
| A,ord 
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Lord, one F aith, one Baptiſm, oxe God and Father of all, who t a- 
brve all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of 1 14 
given grace, according to the meaſure Tis Sapias Ts xpisv, of the 
gif Chrift, And let whis different meaſure of grace mighg 
raiſe the evil ſpirits of ambition and envy , dc calls thoſe digni« 
fied perſons, Gods gifrs wnto men Which he gave, fome Apoſiler, 
ſome Prophets, &c, which gif:s he pives for the perfeting of the 
Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying cf the body of F. 
C brift, until we all come into the uxity of the fa'th and knowledge 
of the Son of God wno a perfeit man , unto the 


4 of the 
flature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. : 
O my brethren ! let chis umprage, and 4rb::49F of peace 


be wrought firſt in every one of our ſouls ; For until this peace . 
be promoted at how7.in every mans own heert , eſpgcially in 
every ene of yours, my brethren, who are of the 2in/try, how 
canir be hoped, that you ſhould advance it 4bread among the. 
people ? Nihil Aat quod non habet. How can you impart to 
# rhgm rhe ſpiritmal gift of peace, if you have it nor your ſelves ? 
|. Yea, howcanit be but that you muſt embitter them with the 
ſpirit of contenur10y, while your ſelves are acted by rhe ſame bit- 
ter ſpirit ? a 
The people have a kind of natural equity among them, and, 
eſpecially fince the long civil Wars in the Nation, and are 
of themſelves diſpoſed to peace. And who are they who in- 
diſpoſe them, and diſquier rhem bur the 2niffters ? As the 
long Wars in Germany (to come no nearer home) too evi- 
dently have proved. St. John Revelation 17. 15. tells us, 
char he people are Waters : And the reſemblance berween 
chem may eſpecially be this : The Sea of ir ſelf, thoughir be 
che greareſt _—_ together of many waters , yer would ir be 
quiet and calm a5 a rtver , did not the winds raiſe the waves, 
and make it rage, and caſt up wire and dirt. And who raiſed the 
waves of the waters | the pooulacy | in all theſe Wars in Chr:- 
Pendom, bur the evil ſpirits ating the Miniſters ? And what 
_ miſchiefwill net chey do, if rhey meer rogerher ? /f Levr and 
Tha, the prieff and the dragon be joyned together, rhey make 
- Leviathan, little leſs then I devil incarnate; becauſe corrup- 
tie 
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16 optimns eff peſſama, the corruprion of the beſt is the worlt of 
all. Therefore St. John, Revel. 16. 13. ſaw three unclean 
ſpirits like frogs come ont of the memth of the dragon, and out of 
the mouth of. the beaſt ,, and ont of the month of the falſe Prophet ;; 
which'he incerprecs the ſpirits of dewils working miracles , 
which go forth wnts the Kings of the earth, and of the whole world, 
to gather them together to the battel of the great day of Ged 
Almighty. O what art hideous degeneration is this , that the 
Ambaſſadors of peace ſhould become the heraulds, off war! - Bur 
Cynthins aurew vellit, and bids mb Reſpice titulam, 1 miſt re- 
member my t:we, and not too much weary my Reader , and 
remember him of my method. Iam engaged inthe enquiry af- 
ter expedients and means how to compoſe the differences be- 
tween the two divided parties, I have hichgrro mentioned 
thoſe neceflary inward means without which che ſolid peace, 
and reconciliation will never be obtained. For Whatever means 
may be uſed wichour theſe, they will onely sk1# over the feſtered 
ſore, which willbreak.out again. Ir is'onely v!cinca d 

the healing Doltrine which will cure all putrified ulcers, and 
dittempers of the ſoul. This had not been made uſe of when 
the Lord complained, that che. Prophers:had. healed the breach 
of the daughter of his people fleightly, ſaying, Peace, peace, 
when there was no peace, Jer.6.14- We ſhall therefore in good 
_ afre: the uſe of inward means, call inthe help of out- 
ward. ; {4 
 Andfirtit will be an hard task, to perſwade the people to 
forbear the choice of the Afiniffer. They have nor precepr nor 
exatnple for ir , in holy Scripture, nor praQiſe of the angienc 
Church ro countenance it ; Bur ſuch a peſtilent cuſtom hath 
crept in among us of late, by the aQivity of ſome fiery zealors, 
thar thereby they might engage the Idrmfters ro compliance . 
With the Government of ſome ferein Church, and ndermine 
their own ; that they might reach the Miniſter what he ſhould 
reachthem ; that they might fore-ſeaſor him , who ſnould be 
their ſat, and as the Philoſopher ſaith , xavire & wiara Tis gn 
me/s]v coi faev , to make their rule creoked, becauſethey themſelves 
are ſo, That hereby they mighe diſaffe&: him ro _— 
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"wud Rites of the Church, and foment a party againſt the Go- 


vernment of it. | And for. this '<nd chey have created a new 


officer inche Church, who muſt be levened wich che ſame ſowre 


levenof the Phariſees. This Office they have made 'our of: the. 
nanie of Leftor , who was onely's publick Reader of Scriprurse, 
and no-preachey 1n-the ancient Church. And'grear care tus 
ken rhar he be the peoples cyeature,as hrs Office ws, that he may 
uncteachin the afternoon Whar the Parſon delivers in the fore- 


noon,and, if potfible, work him out;- from this corrupt fonntars 
- have iflued thoſe many ffreames of blood in rhe three Nations. 


So-great milchicfs have proceeded from the peoples choice of 
therr Mmniſter ; for which they bave no warrant 1n the Scrtp- 
rure as hath been ſaid, except char which I kope they will noc 
folfow, and ſo ig will be'null rochem , the example of the 1de- 
lacrous rribe of Das » Who choſe Acba's idolarrous chaplain 
for their Prieft. Add hereunto, thar as the people have norighe, 
fe neither have chey skill ro make choice of the Miniſter, #res(og 


 xeline ak; « yiewexei x} Tirur ew dyadvs neilus, every man 


Judges well of what he knowes, were ic nec much more ſafe'to 
commir thar choice ro rhe Pathers of the Church who watch for 
the peoples ſonls,aud muſt:give an acconnt? Hed. 13. r7. 
But as hard a thing ic will be ro diſlwade the inter from 
ſubmicting to che peoples choice. Yet all ingenuous men will | 
conſider, whar hath been ſaid , and what ungodlineſs ir'ts ro. 
mancipare the truth of God to the judgement of 1gnoranc 
men, and how unhanſom it is to be raker by the mouth, andlead 
like an horſe or an «ſs. | M4518 
Itjs true , the people moſt what love none bur their own 
creatures, and look upen srhers as eremies , and heartily en- 
deavbur rhelr ruine, as proof hath been made by chonfands of 
examples in theſe face deplorable times. Whence ariſerh a 
caſe which extreamly diſturbs the peace of the C hwrcb, and that 
unavoidably , while men follow rhe ſuggeſtions of fleſh-and 
bleod,8& uſe not the means before menrioned: the parry e/eftry 
the Minifter commonly' retaines the old barred. (Thar kind of 
people like the God whom they-imagine-ro themſelves, hare 
and love'whom ever they hate and love unchangeably and-per= 
| pecually.) 
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perually. ) - The 47;niſter cjetted retaines alſo hi defre of re= 
venge. When therefore reſtitution is made, as in the Fwbele, 
and Cvecry one returns to his ora poſſeſhon, what an irreconti« 
lable jarring muſt chere needs be ? Ir's a common ainc 
all che Nation over. Whar hope can there be that the 4455:- 
Fer, 1n this caſe , ſhould edifie the people ? 

When the o/d hatred remains on the #ne part , and defire of 
revenge on the other, what peace can be made ? How ſhall che 
people be edified ? - | VFA - 
'" 1] ſhall propoundan Expedienz ; But as when the Pocrs had 

entangled themſelves in their plots fo that they could by no 
means excricate themſelves, they brought down their 9s 
&T9 Ki avis, a God to diſentangle them ; there is no ether way 
ro #nravel rhis otherwiſe inextricable entanglement , hut by 
tmploring the Soveraign power who alone can make this expe- 
dienteffectual. What if an exchange of Lrvings Were made > 
by chat means che diſſencing parcies would be ar greater di- 
ance one from other ; and as affe&ions and all other facul- 
ties of the ſoul work powerfully in the preſence of their objeft ; So 


_ onthe contrary, it mighc be hoped, that the hatred and deſire of 


revenge Would by abſexce and diſtance be more remiſs, and at 
length vaniſh. If chis means be nor ſufficient , or nor poſſible, 
or fecible co remove this Offence out of the way of peace (as 
indeed none outward can be without thoſe inward before men- 
tioned,) I ſhall leave ir co others of better judgement as a 
problem, and call in co our helpthe Patrons of wings who pre- 
A Clarks to the Biſhops ro be ſent as Miniſters unto the 
cople. ' | 

T Ninvirem v1t10 vertitur 115 qui yu patronatus habent , quod fi- 
lias ſuas decent Ecclefie patrrimomio; quod beneficia conferant ec> 
cleſtaſtica 'n clericos ſnos ſub cordtione nen-decimand: , quod vel 
preſent mercede, vel certa lucri [ne, vel favoreindebito, velalia 
qnapiam cauſa ( ſiquidem plurima ſunt myſteria miquicatis) Win 
Trey peaTos induth, nm Dei-metuentes & vere Precbyterds, at he- 
wines male moratos, neophytos, juvenes imperites rerum _ 
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ans oAavlervuo. Phileſophia raviend Tn medica ſcientia non my- 
aefte inflates E pL cops preſi entraverint ord 'nandes - 9u0 $ audire £4- 
men ſolos neque aliss al1bt, v1 conſti;uteninm. Eccleſiaſticarnm ne- 
_"'We.mulſt alio imlore the aid and -affitance-of both che Us. 
niverſiries, with thoſe,of the Neighbo: Nacions. 
Negque ferant egre venerabiles m utraque Academia, Prefelti 
 ſocusſque C olegiorum, ſr memorem quod paſjins queraninr hemnes, 
Ariſftotelem & Philoſophos apud vos lege, regligt AMoſem I Pro- 
phetas, Adovleſcentes in utr 1mgue_pariem diſputandi ſrientians 
calluiſſe, ut.refte vivend artews ron diaioyſſe. Ignaros parnmque 
proficrentes eoſdemque nequanm homines ac nebulones non gradibus 
tantum titul{que lucrature bnmaniors ornari, veruns etians teſti- 
monio Virtuis, peta & gratie decoraments cohuneſtari. Prater 
etians quam qued hoc planiſſime mendacium fit in perpetuam res 
avenmorians duraturum , imponit ita inſuper e:rſmdi falſuns T e- 
flimonium Reverendiſſims Eccleſie Patribug Epiſcops,uti virtuts 
illizes (ant witio petine) by nefars honaines Presbyteri ordinentar ; 
animegue populorum laryatis iftrs hypocritss concredite magis & 
magis, 1 Beatus Gregoring ait, adificentir in Gehennam, 
Strquidems huiuſmods homunciones ex Academia non tar quan 
perſone fingulares exeunt & ſolt fibr ſolis improbi , at Radices 
omnes Coommunicatis (ut Aquinat ait) vel Judices ; vel Adve- 
cati, vel Procuratores , vel cum 1ilt cumgue nomins in utroque 
foros Legwlas ; vel Irenarche m-Republica, vel Eccleſie Mmuſprt, 
vel Curatores, Ludive May ſtr; mt plurimum evadunt, unaque ſe- 
cum ab Academia nequitiam literis, gradibuzs ac titvlis arma- 
Fam in regunm devehunt wniverſum. Hec ego {epi opprobrie 
1 utramque Academiam & Seltarus & fattioſss heminikgs cum 
=" myth ; atque utingn hec owna efient per quam falſif- 
- { kat 14 "Ex \ 
\"' Caterums in mwagnam (perm ven, ex anne jam redenme Jubilee, 
antiquam, cum venerandss Prafellis yedituram diſciplinam,moreſ- 
que Academia, imo etiam Deo dignos ; quo fiet uti que apud ves 
exntritia primitu alqut eduCATE parting diſſidia,, prudentia ve- 
fra &r authoritate ſopraniur. ct 4 Mrs «) 
, © But above all others we mult call the School-maſter | 4 
[3 P> 
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help, who if ſuch as h#@ughc co be, he is che molt ſerviceable 
inſtrument of all men of faculties in the Nation, ro promote 
FO work ;_ though ic be moſt true even of him:who'is Oprimmmus 
Maximus , the moſt great and good God , and of all good wen 
and good things, Optima fr maxima minins: «/timantar, the wy . 
and grearek are leaſt eftzeemed. Happy man who hath his lor 
among theſe ! as no doubr rhe good School-miſter hath, who, 
above all other, ſerves God aud mz in this affaic. And well 
he may , for ke hachabſoluce power : as the Tyranc Dioyſcus 
being eiea&ed our of his Kingdom, choſe ro beX School 'maſtes; 
[ſaying Regnabo tamen , yer Twill reign. 2. He hath the moſt 
capable ſubje& to work upon , Kdum & molle lmun ,. matter 
ſofr an1 pliable ro his hand. His work will proſper, if he be {0 
happy as to receive ic our of a good/hand , from parenrs who 
fear GOD, honor the KING, and are dilcreer and peace- 
able ; and be further ſ@ ſucceisfut-as co deliver his work 
Inco a 200 i hand, which may hnilh it, a father-like Turor in 
the Univerſicy. - Thele twomenr of faculties if encouraged, may 
ren ler this Church and Nation, the beſt and happyeſt in the 
world. Bur I deſpair of finding many ſuch m2n' or favour'to- 
ward chem : though ſome few I know (I cannor:but think ho» 
' norably of Weftminſter-(chool,?) and his Majeſty gives counte- 
nance to all learned and pious men.  » anti 
Bur neither God nor men will help us , unte(s we help-our 
ſelves@ 11hall cherefore' commend to both parties:the'confs - 
_ d&zration of cheir.former and preſent eſtare.; and deal withrhem | 
firſt a-parr, then jointly. And firſt conſider ye my Brethren of 
the Presbytery ; Are not ye the men who many. years -fince 
com-lain2d and groaned under the tyramncal 1mperiouſueſs and 
domineirins of the Biſhops (know your own words.) And oughr not 
yee being then delrvered from-chat yoke, ro have dealt favour- 
ably with your oppreflo's, fince yee knew the heart of the op« 
preſſed (ir's the Lords argument ro his people , Exed. 23. g.) 
ought yee not to have rerurned good for evil ?: Should you not 
have endeavoured rorovercome evil with goodneſs > I ſay not 
' how:-x0n-Chriſtiane (to ſay no'more,) yee" ruled over" them: 
And fince the Lord-hath returned their capuiviry, op 
rs ; 


=  . 
che Kinzs heart ro. make you ſharerfWich chem in their dig- 
nicies and honors, and :#cded you greater indulgence then 
ever any of your parry ever had in this Church, ought you nag 
rofludy to be quier and do your own buſineſs, and-leave the 
Government of the Church and Kingdom to thoſe co whom ir 
| belongs? | 

-Contider alſo adviſedly what Overcures yee have had, ad 
what opportunities have been pur into your hand , of rayſing 
that Government which yee ſo muchlong for ; Have yee nor 
cur your way eeward ir, with the ſword ? Hach it nor been 
eſtabliſhed by civil {anions ? Yer you cannot bur ſee that, by 
reaſon of your ambicion of more power , 'and fill more power, 
and of being eſtabliſhed jure 4:91 , how the handof God hath 
been ſo fignally againſtyou all along, that yee could never ex- 
ercife that power you had,except only ſo far and ſo ſhort a time 
as to render it odious., and to make the Nation weary of it, 
Ought you not,my brethren, from cheſe conſiderations, herein 
toacquiele and reit in Gods determination ? Or, ſince all pow- * 
_ er 4 of God, Which , by bis many providencial a&s, appears 
" that he denies ro you, will yee weary your ſelves, contend 
with your brethren , and weary them, be woauexo!, fighters a- 
gainſt God,weary our God alſo, and all in vain? 

Conſider alſo you my brethren of Ep:ſcopal perſwaſion ; and 
remember-che time of your great tribulation,, whereinto yee 
were brought, nat wichour your own fins, by what hangdyoever 
you were er into it. . Acknowledge thar, God 1s juſt, and 
own his good hand in bringing you owt. of that great tribulation, 
Leave vengeance to him to whom it belongeth. Put on C harity 4-. 
bowe all, which ts the bond of perfeitneſs , and let the peace of God 
ampire all differences 1» your hearts, to which al[s you are called 
1 One bedy; ul $xag'501 yirer, And be yethankful ( that's a 
good ſenſe : bur ir's 2 beter, and more fit for thar place, ) gra- 
tro/7 eflete ( according to Hirrom be ye gracious, amiable, and 
levely., according to rhat proverbial precepr, which ic were to 
be-wiſhed:thac we all obeyed ;, —//t amerss awabils effo, that 
chau mayet be deloyed , be-lovely: Shew this love and kind- 
weſr of Gidta youtbrechies of the Presbycery. .. You know the 


heart 
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tart of oppreſſed men, (ic's Gods arcument to his people, why 
hey ſhould love the Egyprians) and iris che kindneſs of God to 


| evil with goodneſs, and ro love our enemies. 
- Let theſe conhiderations prevail wich'you above your amwb;- 
$102 , above your revexpe, For confider adviſedly and* in rhe 
fghr of' God, and deal rruely with your own heart ;' what 
moves :thee to defire a Biſheprick;,- a Deavary, a Prebend'? 
the Biſhops, Dean and C hapters lands,” or the land of the living > 
The Hoyer annexed to:that high'place D'S" monſtrars ac Fl 
cer, ic eff; to be ealled Rabbi; Rabbi; Or thar hgheft Honor 
that cometh of God onely ; whether the eaſe hoped tor, *or the 
good work 2 Whether thou ra her defire che- Corps and body 
of a Prebend, or rather the dmty of ir, Hoſpitality, Almeſgiving, 
the traning up of novices and yous men , and fitting them for K 
work of che Lord,chat they may grow up and become Presbyrere, 
Priefts,or Elders;ali which is rhe ſoul-and ſpirit of theſe dignities, 
and I doubt not but it was the end at which the Founders ai 
Donors armed. | | | 
And if thou attain te theſe Homors, confider, the the greateſt 
* ſervant of all. That the Brſheps aremF athers gnd Shepherds ; 
and ſuch an Of fice asinferres and Tequires ſutable a&s ro the 
relations; as that the Fathers deal fatherly with their children, 
r10ugh they too often ſimbbors childyen ; as Moſes did Num. 11: 
Dext. 1. that they rule the flock pedo non gladio, rather wirhthe 
ſpirit of meekneſs, then with the rod ; racher wich the rod cherry: 
with the ſword. That they are Biſhops, rhar 1s, Overſeers of rhe 
Church , and like che Lord'the grear Biſhop of owr ſouls, =o 
overſee many things, and with at ſmall faalts , as the Lord doch 
Aits 17e'Thar, asthey overſee all, ſo all ſeerhem ; and ſuch 
as they ſee their everſeers , ſuch they rhinkic's lawful for them 
rs be ; cherefore Sr. Peter would, that chey ſhould be «vro! T8. 
Toſuvis, 1 Peter 5.paterns to the flock; Andiftiey ſee them” 
ſported, they will bring forth a ſported iſſue of evil work. 
Therefore as the Lord commanded Micha, chap. 6. r, 2.ſ0 
ler me the-meaneſt of you in both your and: mine own efteem, 
(that's 1icha) peak unto theſe Aſountaints , the two ſwallen” 
parties, Who,.as rhey ſay of Mountaines, cannot meet nor couch - 
one: 
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.. onc anocher, but 5» parriZo, Yee are too high , too lofry.. Re 
_ member the day of thr Lord of hoſts ſhall be upon every one thai 
% proud and lofty,” and upon every one that tc lifted up, and he ma 
_'be brought lew, Eſay 2. 1 2. which muſt come to paſs before we 
. can ſee the ſaluation of Ged, Luke 3. 5,6. The Soveraig 
Majefty, the King who 5s ſuprears , he hath exceedingly conde- 
ſcended and ſtoop co the moderation of your differences , par- 
doned many mſolences, even before pardon was d:fired. Declared 
andreſolved to te the power of Godlineſs, and to exconrage 
the exerciſes fBelogion publick and private, &C. granted and 
confirmed a liberty to tender conſcyences , and that ve man ſhall be 
diſqmieted, or called in queſtion for difference of opinions in matter 
of Religion, which doth not diſturb the peace of the Kingdom. All 
Which , according to the divine wiſdom and goodneſs in him, 
be hath manifeſted in that beyond all precedents of former 
favours, his moſt prudent and moderate Declaration concerning 
Kecleſtaſtical aff ares. | 
Shall his Majetty, my brethren , make your Feace and nity, 
your mutual Love and Reconcilation bus fiundy, and ſhould nor 
206 much more (tudy the; things which make for your own peace 
avdunty, and rhe peace of the Church and king dons ? 
* I know well, there are many very learned men, and great 
Students among you of bothyperiwaſions. And I acknowledge 
my ſelf much inferiour te many of you ; Yet, fince irab 
muſt ſpeak to the Monntains, let me be bold to cell you, rhat 
there is one main point of learning, wherein many cf you have 
declared your nan-proficiency ; many of you have nor ſtudied 
co be quier, and todo your own buſmeſs ; which was che coun- 
ſel of learned St. Paul to his Theſſalonians, 1 Theſſ, 4. 11. 1 
know welt, that many of you who cannot endure Epi/copacy, 
have been amorguriozoaa, bufie Biſhops in other mens dioceſes; 
and intermedled with the remporal affaires of the City and 
Nation,under what'pretence? viz. ordine ad ſpiritualia,in or- 
der to ſpiritual things, which is the ſame whereof your ſelves 
. accuſe the B:ſhep of Reme. Yea, there have not been wanting 
non-profieientsin this ſtudy,on both fides,who have vigorouſly 
diſquiered and diſturbed the Church and Kingdom , oy a 
| ce 
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deed were the meſt notable croublers of our /ſrael. Some of 
theſe, to humour the people , would rell raem what the Kings 
Office and duty was toward his people , and to prove it our of 
the Common-prayer-book , viz. rofpreſerve-the people com- 
mitted co his charge , in wealth , peace, and Godlinels, And 
would remember the people what Be (Dorrine and properties 
were, Which the King ought to prelerve and maintain. And by 
this craft they had their wealth, as Demetri9 told his fellow- 
cradeſmen ; and many a good morſel chey gor by ir ; for they 
had read and were perfect in that rule — cave ne majorum tib 
forte Limina frigeſcant , that otherwiſe they ſhould have cold 
entertainment at the great mens tables. + 

On the other fide, the King was tauyhr, What his prerogative 
wasMnd what the peoples duty was rohim ; Togrve wnto Cxlar 
the things that are C#ſars : thar every fovl (ſhould be ſubje&ro 
the higher powers, &c. Mean time the King was not rold,whar 
his duty was toward his people ; Nor the people what cheir duty 
was toward their Xing. So that both heard whar the others 
duty was , not what their own Was ; and hence botk parties 
| were embittered one againfi the other , by the evil ſpirit 3n rhe 
mouth of the Prephets, Did thefe men do their own _ 

Surely no. For though they preached the werd, yer were they 
aT670! davIpunl , abſurd men, and illogical, they did ir ont of 
ane place, Aulearned men who had not ſtudied to be quiet, and do 
their own buſineſs. = 
Bur ler ir be vorr ambition, my brethren, as the Apoſtle ex- 
horts, #/AeTRH owt novxatuv, ambitionſly to ſtudy to be qniet, 
and do id) a, things proper to your own calling. Provoke not 
one another ro wrath: Bur if you be of a wrarhful diſpoſition, 
turn your wrath upen your (clues ; Be angry and ſin net , be angry 
with your froward heart that you may not fin. Envy not one another ; 
or becaule there 1s an Emmlation in us that wovid be ſatisfied, 
ſer it upon the right objeft , Tnners Ta xagicuale Te xptriiore, 
emulate the very belf gifts, but moſt of all that moſt excellent way 
of chari'y. And if you muſt needs be provky” g one another , let 
us proveke ne aytther to love and good works, tHebr, 10. 24. Let 
all bitterneſs and wrath,and anger, aud clamer,and evil ſpeaking, 
: Li 
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be put away from you, with all malice and be yee hind one to ane- 
ther, tender hrarted forgiving one another, even as God for Chrifts 
ſake hath forgiven you. And put on w's ixauum Ts we, holy aud be- 
leved, bowels of mercies, giddneſs, humbleneſs of mind, merkneſs, 
long- ſuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel againſt any, even as ( hriſt forgave you, 
ſo alſo de yee ; And all rhis 15 ro be done , 9s txAgxmr T6 968, as 
che ele& of God ; A quatexm ad emne, all the ele& of God 
are ſuch. | | | 

Thar wherein all che C hyrches moſt differ , 1s rhe ſervice of 
God, by abuſe of which, the Jerves pleaſed not God , and were 
contrary ts all men, 1. Theſl, 2. Wherefore my brethren, Eps- 
ſcopal, glory nor in your ſervice, but endzavour to hve that hfe 
which it points unts. Nor deſpiſe you your brethren , with are 
my brethren of Presbyterian periwaſion,, in regard of their 

ſervice of God , as ſuperſtit1ons , but look well into your own, 
whether much of ir be not a wil-worſhip. 

The Lord perſwade borh your hearts into ſuch 4 ſervice of 
God, that therein yee may pleaſe God and Men) And what 
ſervice is that, but Righteouſneſs, whoſe effeR is peace, and the 
work of both, Toy in ahe holy Ghoſt? Foy unſpeakable, xi Seldfao. 
wan , glorified Joy , 1 Per. 1.8. and that your Joy will be che 
Joy of ua all, He who in theſe #s ſerving Chrift, 3s acceptable wn- 

' 10 God and approved of men. And this 1s the Kingdome of God, 
Rom. 14. 17, 18. for the coming of which , we dayly pray. 
Nog whatſoever things are true , whatſoever things are honeff, 

whatſoever things are juſt, whatſorver things are pure , whatſocver 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are of goed report , 1 f there be 
any verin, if there be any praiſe,think on he e things,and ao them, 

and the God of peace ſhall be with you. 

Finally, my brethren, farewcl!;, Be perfeli, be of god comfort ; 
be of one miide ; live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall 
be with you, The grace of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,” and the love of 
God, and the communion of the holy ghoſt be with you all, Amen?! 
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The Reader may be. pleaſed ro corre theſe more 
groſs faults c{caped in Printing. 
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